
 

 

FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK… 
Pastor Paul Wenz 
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The Power of Post-
Resurrection Faith 

During my senior year in high 
school I turned 18. It was a bitter-
sweet moment because I was ex-
cited by the fact that I was becom-
ing an adult, at least in the legal 
sense, but the carefree time of my 
youth with fewer responsibilities 
was now abruptly over. For most 18 
year olds, there is not much differ-
ence in their lives during the cross-
ing over of this milestone birthday. 
But in my case, I was living with my 
pastor and his wife in Ontario as I 
was finishing high school. My fa-
ther’s child support 
payments given to 
my pastor while I 
lived with his family 
would end and I felt 
a little fear of what 
lay ahead of me. I 
knew my pastor 
would not kick me 
out on the street just because my 
stay with him was no longer being 
compensated, but I also knew that 
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it was time to start 
thinking of what I 
would have to do to 
care for myself. 

The fear of an 
unknown future 
hung over me as I 
applied for summer jobs and found a 
new place to live before college. I can 
see how God blessed me that last year 
of high school as all the worries I had 
were taken care of. I house-sat for 
some church members all summer and 
so didn’t need rent money. I got a job 
at a car dealership as a courtesy van 
driver that paid well at the time. And 

since I was financially 
responsible for myself, 
I qualified for sizable 
scholarships in academ-
ics and cross-country 
that would put me 
through college.  
That watershed mo-
ment in my life must 

have been a little like how the disci-
ples felt when Jesus rose from the 
dead that Continued on next page... 

Faith Newsletter is published monthly by 
Faith  Lutheran Church 

“Bringing God’s Children Home” 

4785 Jackson Street, Riverside. CA 92503 
Phone (951) 689-2626 Fax (951) 689-3829 

E-mail us at: cometofaith@mindspring.com 

 

Visit us at www.faithriverside.org & www.flcr.org 
And at www.Facebook.com/faithriverside  



 

 

first Easter. Obviously, there was much more at 
stake as this small band of Galilean fishermen, tax 
collectors and social outcasts went from fearful 
followers of an executed rabbi, to the courageous 
ambassadors and eventual martyrs of the risen 
Messiah. They had felt the fear of an uncertain 
future after Jesus rose from the dead (John 
20:19). They did not know 
what would become of them 
as their new responsibilities 
dawned upon them (John 
21:17). But most of their 
fears were unfounded be-
cause, although Jesus would 
not be with them physically 
any more, He promised to 
always be with them and 
never to leave them (Matt 
28:20; Heb 13:5).  

After high school, I still 
had the support of my family 
and church, but the truth was that things would 
never go back to the way they were. I had been 
prepared to take that next step in my life, even 
though I didn’t always feel I could do it. Jesus 
also had prepared his disciples to take the next 
step in their journey of faith. He reassured their 
fears and even made special resurrection appear-
ances for Thomas (John 20:26), Peter (John 21:15) 
and Paul (Acts 9). Jesus had a job for them to do 
and gave them His Holy Spirit (John 20:21-22) to 
fill them with the courage to share the Gospel in 
a hostile world.  

This is one of the greatest blessings after Je-
sus’ resurrection—the gift of the Holy Spirit (Rom 
8:11). As Paul wrote: 

“And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead is living in you, he who raised 
Christ from the dead will also give life to 
your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who 

lives in you.12 Therefore, brothers and sis-
ters, we have an obligation—but it is not to 
the flesh, to live according to it... 14 For 
those who are led by the Spirit of God are 
the children of God” (Rom 8:11-14). 

This is God living within us and going with us 
into the world. Do we give our youth the same 

reassurance for their 
futures? Do we com-
municate as a church 
that the Holy Spirit 
will help our youth 
(and even adults who 
are still growing up 
in the faith) the 
power to overcome 
sin and the words to 
share their faith cou-
rageously (1 Peter 

3:15)? That is an im-
portant job for us a 

church family to do—prepare people to live in 
their post-resurrection faith. 

As our church prepares to take the next step 
in supporting our youth with greater focused 
ministry, our church will also continue to help all 
believers to have this same reassurance of faith. 
God has called each one of us to serve Him out of 
love and He promises us that we will not be left 
alone (John 14:18). Jesus’ resurrection is proof 
that He has conquered sin, death and the power 
of the devil. And if Jesus has done that for the 
world, He has certainly done it personally for 
you! He died for your sins and fears and will give 
you “power from on high” (Luke 24:29). With the 
Holy Spirit’s power, we can move as individuals 
and as a church into a blessed future with cour-
age and faith! 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Paul Wenz 

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON: 
APRIL 4 @ 6 PM 

 

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:  
APRIL 20 @ 5 PM 

Jesus appears to the disciples after His resurrection to prepare them 
for service, commanding them to “Feed My sheep!” (John 21) 



 

 

Wednesday Lenten Services 
April 6th at 1:00 and 7 p.m. 

 

April 13th at 1:00 and 7 p.m. 
(Lenten Dinners Wednesdays at 6 pm) 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

April 21, 2011 
Maundy Thursday Services at 1 pm & 7 pm 

 

April 22, 2011 
Good Friday Services at 12 Noon & 7 pm 

April 24, 2011 
Easter Sunrise Service, 6:00 a.m. 

Easter Breakfast, 7:00—10:30 a.m. 
Traditional Easter Worship—8:00 a.m. 

March 19, 2011 

On Sunday evening, March 
19, 2011, Faith had a spaghetti 
dinner fund raiser for Chris Bodi-
ford who will be going to France 
for a mission trip through Califor-
nia Baptist University from May 
16 to June 5th.  

With over $500 raised, Faith 
sends Chris to the post-Christian 
country of France to share the 
Gospel with many people who are 
functional atheists, as well as with 
many Muslims. Our prayers will 
be with Chris and his mission 
team during their trip! 

Chris and his family helped serve 
the Italian meal, with much appreci-
ated help in the kitchen by Rocco Tito. 
At the dinner, pictured above are (on 
left side of table): Lynn Tito, Jennifer 
LaPyrne, Jamie Creacy; (on right side 
from front) Bruce and Kelly Duerfeldt, 
Missy Creacy, Josh Creacy, Brian 
Michaud, Dawn Falkenberg, and Van 
and Susie Fairfax (at end of table). 

Also pictured at left (at right table 
clockwise from far right) are: Wayne 
Nelson, Vivian Tito, Mike Tito, David 
Tito, Jeremy Tito, and Joe and Teoni 
Galusha. 



 

 

Focus on Social Ministries  
Most of us know of a family or an 

individual who is experiencing a difficult 
time in their lives. The difficulties can be 
physical, emotional, financial, or spiritual. 
Our congregation understands the 
existence of these problems, both in our 
church and our community and is 
committed to providing support and 
assistance though the Commission of Social 
Ministries. 

Serving as a member of Social Ministries 
provides an opportunity to reach out in the 
Lord’s name to those in need. 
Responsibilities of a Social Ministries 
member include the following: Providing 
welfare assistance to needy families and 
individuals in our church and community. 
Promoting financial and material support 

from the congregation for various 
charities, missions, and relief efforts, 
including Lutheran World Relief. Explore 
the possibilities of offering spiritual 
outreach to hospitals, senior facilities, 
prisons, and other institutions where 
individuals may seek our Savior’s comfort.  

No special skills are necessary for 
serving as a member of Social Ministries. 
Once simply needs to have a heartfelt 
desire to help those in need. If any 
member has a desire to be a member of 
Social Ministries, please contact Pastor 
Wenz, or Jamie Creacy, our congregational 
chairman.  
 In His Service,    

 Karen Rice 

 Stewardship Director 

March 26, 2011 

Rain was no deterrent to the Treasure Box workers unloading the truck on March 26. At left (from left) are Rachel Wenz , Jennifer LaPyrne, 
Stephanie Michaud and a worker from a local church. At right, men from Faith and other local churches hand down the boxes from the truck. 



 

 

HEALTH NOTES  
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse 

marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org  
 
 

SPECIAL EDITION 
APRIL 2011: 

 

RADIATION EXPOSURE  
&   

POTASSIUM IODIDE (KI) 
 

In response to the growing anxiety in the aftermath of the recent earth-
quakes, tsunami and radiation leaks in Japan, the following information is 
provided by Centers for Disease Control (CDC) (www.bt.cdc.gov/
radiation/japan/ki.asp)  
 

KEY FACTS: 
▪ as of March 20, 2011, CDC does not recommend 
  that people in the United States take potassium 
  iodide (“KI”) or iodine supplements in response to 
  the nuclear power plant explosions in Japan 
▪ You should only take KI on the advice of emergency 
  management officials, public health officials, or your 
  doctor 

       

        

 
WHAT IS RADIATION? 
Radiation is a form of energy that is present all around us. Differ-
ent types of radiation exist, some having more energy than others. 
WHAT IS RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINATION? 
Radioactive contamination occurs when radioactive material is 
deposited in or on an object or person. Radioactive materials re-
leased into the environment can cause air, water, surfaces, soil, 
plants, buildings, people or animals to become contaminated.  
WHAT IS POTASSIUM IODIDE? 
Potassium iodide (“KI”) is a form of non-radioactive  iodine. Io-
dine is an important chemical needed by our bodies to make thyroid 
hormones. Most of the iodine in our bodies comes from the food we 
eat. “KI” is iodine in a medicine form. 
WHAT DOES “KI” DO? 
If radioactive iodine is released into the air after a radio-logical or 
nuclear event, it can be breathed into the lungs. In most cases, ra-
dioactive iodine in the body is quickly absorbed by the thyroid 
gland.  After being absorbed, it can cause thyroid gland injury. Be-
cause “KI” acts to block radioactive iodine from being absorbed by 
the thyroid gland, it can help protect this gland from injury. 
It is also important to know what “KI” cannot do. “KI” cannot pro-
tect parts of the body other than the thyroid from radioactive iodine. 
“KI” cannot protect the body from any radioactive elements other 
than iodine. If radioactive iodine is not present, then taking “KI” is 
not protective. To date (March 20), no radioactive iodine has been 
detected in the United States or U.S. territories.  
HOW DOES “KI” WORK? 
The thyroid gland cannot tell the difference between stable (non-
radioactive) and radioactive iodine, and will absorb both of these 
substances. When a person takes “KI”, the iodine in the medicine 
gets absorbed by the thyroid. When the thyroid gland becomes 

“full”, no more iodine – either stable or radioactive – is absorbed 
for the next 24 hours.  
HOW WELL DOES “KI” WORK? 
It is important to know that “KI” may not give a person 100% pro-
tection against radioactive iodine. How well “KI” blocks the radio-
active iodine depends on several factors: 
▪ how much time has passed between contamination with 
  radioactive iodine and taking “KI” (the sooner a person 
  takes “KI” after being exposed to radioactive iodine, the 
  better it works to block radioactive absorption) 
▪ the total amount of radioactive iodine to which a person 
  is exposed,   AND 
▪ how fast KI is absorbed into the blood,    
A single dose of “KI” protects the thyroid gland for 24 hours. 
Taking a higher dose of “KI”, or taking “KI” more often than 
recommended does not offer more protection and can cause 
severe illness or death. 
WHEN SHOULD I TAKE “KI”? 
If a radiological or nuclear event occurs in the US, local public 
health or emergency management officials will tell the public if 
there is a need to take “KI” or other protective actions. After a 
radiological event in the U.S., you should follow the instruc-
tions given to you by these local authorities. Use only FDA 
(Food & Drug Administration) approved products, and use as di-
rected!  
The EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) monitors for radio-
activity through a national network of monitoring stations called 
RADNET. Scientists are tracking the location of radioactive io-
dine released from the power plant in Japan, and, as of this writing 
(March 20), no radioactive iodine has been detected in the U.S.   
Throughout the US, there are stockpiles (SNS, or strategic national 
stockpiles) of emergency supplies, including “KI”, which will be 
distributed in the event our Nuclear Emergency Response Plan is 
activated. 

 
Rather than responding with denial or anxiety, begin to prepare 
yourself and family by gathering emergency supplies, making and 
practicing a family disaster response plan, and getting educated!   
There is an enormous amount of material available – you may 
begin by contacting your local public health agency’s disaster 
management office, or by searching the following websites for 
information about disaster response plans and emergency supply 
kits: 
 

www.fema.gov/hazard/nuclear 
www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/radiationemergencies 

www.redcross.org/portal/site/en/
menuitem.d8aaecf214c576bf971e4cfe4318aa0/?vg... 

www.be.cdc.gov/radiation/japan/ki.asp 
http://emergency.cdc.gov/preparedness/kit/disasters/ 



 

 

If we missed any birthdays or anniversaries ,  
please contact the church secretary. Thanks 

Emily Wenz  4-6 
Wayne Nelson  4-7 
Alberta Buehler 4-7 
Veryl German  4-10 
Mel Dawson  4-16 
Nicole Kwiatkowski 4-16 
Delbert Schroder 4-18 
Jennifer Creacy 4-19 
Vicki Hardin  4-26 
Sue Chapman  4-27 
Sue Kruger  4-28 
Louis Cammorata 4-30 

Bill & Judy Summers  4—6 

Brad & Rachel Hellickson 4—18 

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP —  2 Chuck and Mary Bedard ( Confirmation & Reaffirmation of Faith) 

   [They will be recognized at the next New Member Sunday on April 17, 2011.] 

LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP —  1  Don Wilcut, who died on  March 28, 2011 
 

Membership stands at:  220 Baptized,         179 Confirmed 

Walk to Calvary 
and Easter Joy Hunt 

  

When: Saturday, April 23, 2011  9 am—12pm 
Where: Faith Lutheran amphitheater 
What: See the Passion of our Lord reenacted as He 

walked to the cross of 
Calvary to die for our 
sins. Then rejoice in 
the resurrection with 
the Easter Joy hunt 
(crafts, dyeing eggs, 
and candy for kids). 
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COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT! 
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus 

“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become righteousness of God.” 
— 1 Corinthians 5:21b 

Jesus took our sin & death 
and in exchange — week by week — we receive 

      forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God. 

Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays: 
 

  
 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH                         
4785 Jackson Street                            
Riverside, CA 92503                                                                                                
 
 
 
TIME SENSITIVE                                                               RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
GOD BLESS THOSE WHO DELIVER THIS! 
 

8:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
   

9:15 am  Sunday School  and Adult Bible Class  
 Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult) 
 to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word. 

   
10:30 am 

 

 Contemporary Praise Service 
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