
 

 

FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK… 
Pastor Paul Wenz 

Faith Newsletter 
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How does God 

“bring His  

Children home”? 

Through YOU! 

When YOU invite 

them to hear 

the Word of God 

with YOU! 

 

Invite 

a family member, 

neighbor,  

Co-worker, fellow  

student, or friend 

to join YOU on 

Sunday 

in attending. 

 

Worship  

Services 

8:00 a.m.  

Traditional 

10:30 a.m.  

Contemporary 

 

Sunday School 

available Pre-K to 

High School 

at 9:15 a.m. 

Adult Bible Study 

Classes 

at 9:15 a.m. 
 
 

the rare quotes of 
Jesus outside the 
Gospels: “It is more 
blessed to give than 
to receive” (Acts 
20:35b). God doesn’t 
want us to stay im-
mature in our faith, always looking for 
what we can get from Him. Instead, 
our Lord gives to us in abundance—
giving His only Son to bring us life and 
giving His Holy Spirit to guide us 
through life—with the purpose of mak-
ing us more like Jesus each day.  

The Holy Spirit helps us to follow 
God’s Word in this matter: “In your 
relationships with one another, have 
the same mindset as Christ Jesus…

taking the very nature of a ser-
vant” (Phil 2:5, 7 NIV 2011). 
Serving each other is what 
Christmas is about! The first 
Christmas present wasn’t a gift, 
but a person. When we give our-
selves to others out of love, we 
are living out Christmas. 
I wonder, sometimes, if God 
wants anything for Christmas?          
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The Joy of  Giving 
When I was young, I used to 

count the presents under the Christ-
mas tree and compare them with 
my brother and sister’s gifts. We 
argued about who was getting more 
or what size were each of our pre-
sents. As I got older, I stopped 
hunting for the tags on the pre-
sents. Comparing them with others 
gifts doesn’t even cross my mind 
anymore.  Now I look forward to the 
smiles on my own children’s faces 
at Christmas. 

Growing up and learning that 
there is so much more joy in giving 
than receiving is part of a maturing 
faith. The idea is based on one of 



 

 

Obviously He doesn’t need anything from us. Yet 
since He loves us as our Heavenly Father, I think 
He enjoys our gifts to Him as I do when my chil-
dren make me a homemade present. It represents 
their feelings of love for me and brings me joy. 
God must also be joyful when someone offers 
themselves to Him in love.  

When we bring our offerings to God in the 
form of tithes, talents and times of service, we 
are reflecting the image of God. He gave us the 
gift of Himself in His Son, Jesus, who is Immanuel, 
“God with us” (Matt 1:23). He didn’t just give us 
an example to follow, but sent us a Savior from 
sin and selfishness so we can be more like God. 
He gives because it is His 
nature; we give when His 
nature is in us. 

Now this doesn’t mean 
that all gift giving indi-
cates that God’s nature is 
in someone else. Giving 
out of faith and love is the 
key to selfless giving. The 
word for “love” in the New 
Testament (like in John 
3:16), is agape, which 
means “unconditional, sac-
rificial love.” A Christian can’t help but give to 
others, for no other reason than because of the 
thankfulness in one’s heart! That’s what Jesus 
meant when He said, “when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in 
secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done 
in secret, will reward you” (Matt. 6:3-4). We 
don’t need to be rewarded by others (both those 
who receive our gifts and those who know what 

we are giving) for our gift giving by their admira-
tion and approval. Giving in secret or anony-
mously is a reward in itself, which the world 
doesn’t understand. 

This shows that as Christians we have a need 
to give—to the Lord and to others—as a way of 
living out the Christmas [Holy] Spirit in us! When 
it comes to the church, sure bills and salaries 
need to be paid and the buildings kept up, but 
there is an even deeper reason for our offerings—
because God lives in us, it is now part of our na-
ture! 

So think about all that God has given you in 
the past year and be thankful. There’s no need 

to look around and com-
pare what others have re-
ceived from the Lord. In-
stead, let this thankful-
ness move you to be like 
Christ and think about how 
your giving brings joy to 
the Lord. Remember how 
He smiles when you give of 
yourself, how He is thrilled 
when your love for Him is 
greater than your love of 
the things He has given. 

This year, think about what you are going to give 
the Lord for Christmas! 

 
Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Paul Wenz 

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON: 
DEC. 12TH @ 6 PM 

 

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:  
DEC. 21ST @ 6 PM 



 

 

Faith Lutheran Youth Group 
“Black Friday” Raffle — November 25, 2011 

& Summer Mission Trip 

Faith Lutheran’s Youth Group has taken the name: 
Faith In Action. The youth have been raising funds for 
events like the Aquire the Fire youth conference in 
Anaheim and the upcoming summer mission trip to 
Mexico in July with Global Expeditions. 

The theme of the two-day Acquire the Fire Youth 
Gathering was “Normal’s Not Enough.” The event 
challenged youth not to give in to the culture’s tempta-
tions to be like everyone else, but to stand firm in 
Christ and give a witness to the truth. November 11-12, 
2011, six youth and five adults, including our youth 
worker, Chris Bodiford, enjoyed great music, dramas 
and Biblical teaching about how the Lord calls us not  
to just be normal (worldly), but to be a true witness for 
Jesus. 

On November 25, 2011, the Youth held a raffle on 
“Black Friday” with over 70 items given away, includ-
ing many gift cards donated by area businesses and res-
taurants. The youth sold raffle tickets since September 
and raised about $1000. About nine youth of all ages 
enjoyed pizza and helped with the calling for the prize 
winners, thanking them for supporting the youth 
group’s mission trip.  

Even though the age cut off for the trip to Mexico 
to build houses July 14 - July 21, 2012, is 13 years of 
age, the youth that helped at the raffle drawing got a 
change to look ahead at what they will be able to do as 
they put their “Faith in Action.” 

The mission trip south of America’s border will go 
to a town where scenery isn’t the only thing drastically 
different.  It’s not uncommon to find large families 
crammed into abandoned vehicles or small, one room 
shanties built with scrap wood, discarded metals pieces, 
broken bricks, and anything else that can be found. 
When it rains, these homes leak and the floors turn from 
dirt to mud.  The economic poverty of this area makes it 
nearly impossible for parents to provide the basic shelter 
that their children need…but our youth (and our congre-
gation through our support of this trip) will help change 
lives.    

Together we will build houses for families and 
change the course of their lives. When the youth are not 
swinging a hammer, they will spend time visiting people 
in the neighborhood, inviting them to church, praying 
for them, and leading a children’s program for their 
kids!  They will show compassion through construction 
and leave a home behind that will remind one family 
everyday that God loves them very much! 



 

 

Focus on Evangelism 
 

 Jesus said, “Come, follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men” (Matt 4:19). Jesus’ Great 
Commission calls all Christians to reach out to 
those who are do not yet know Jesus. The 
Commission of Evangelism not only reaches out to 
the unchurched, but endeavors to strengthen the 
faith of those who already follow by helping them to 
share their faith.  
 A member of the Evangelism commission is a 
person who interacts directly with others to 
establish or build Christian faith. Responsibilities 
include encouraging members to attend an 
evangelism study, visiting prospective new 

members and guests to witness for Christ, and 
reaching out to prospective unchurched members 
of the community.  
 Members who have a passion for sharing 
God’s Word with others may want to consider 
participating in this commission. Please contact 
Rick Bodiford if you would 
like to find out more about 
the Commission of 
Evangelism.  
 

 In His Service,   

 Karen Rice 

 Stewardship Director 

Faith Lutheran’s Youth Group now has its own logo (see color version on front of 
newsletter)! To raise funds for our upcoming Mission trip, you can order personal-
ized clothing with either the new Youth Group logo, Faith In Action, or the LCMS 
logo on it.  Go to the Youth Group’s on-line Logo clothing store with church-wide 
classified ads at:  Rlogostore-faithlutheranriv.com Anyone in the church who wants 
to place a classified ad can do so for free for the month of December. Please contact 
Pastor Wenz for more information! Donations are made on every purchase which 
will benefit the Church’s Youth Group and fund their mission trips! Please stop by 
“RLogoStore” often and look for updates and monthly specials. 

Christmas Open House 
Saturday, Dec. 10th between 

3:00 - 6:00  p.m 
Pastor and Kedma Wenz invite you to their house at: 

15811 Skyridge Dr. 
Riverside, CA 92503 

 

(call church or our home at 951-352-6554 for directions) 

Calling all Youth (elementary through high school) 
Join us on Saturday, Dec. 17th at 7 pm  

for the 3RD annual 
 

At Pastor Wenz’s home 
Bring a desert to share and don’t forget to dress “tacky!” 



 

 

HEALTH NOTES  
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, CIC, FCN, Parish Nurse 

marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org  
 

DECEMBER: 

ADULT  
IMMUNIZATIONS 

 

Vaccines are arguably the greatest technological development 
of the twentieth century, reports Washington DC-based Part-
nership for Prevention. Immunizations have been so effective 
at preventing and eradicating disease that many Americans 
(including young-ish doctors and nurses) have never seen a 
case of the mass killers of the past, such as smallpox and po-
lio. Despite their success, more than 40,000 American adults 
– including working-age men and women, healthcare work-
ers, seniors and others – die each year from diseases that can 
be prevented by immunization - effectively and inexpen-
sively! 
 

WHY IMMUNIZE? 
► As we age, we may become more susceptible to serious 
diseases caused by common infections, such as influenza and 
pneumococcal (“Strep”) pneumonia 
► Almost one million Americans get “shingles” (Herpes zos-
ter) every year: about half of them are 60 years of age or 
older 
► About 36,000 Americans die each year from flu-related 
illness; most of these are 65 years or older 
► By age 50, 80% of women will be infected with human 
papillomavirus (HPV), the virus that causes cervical cancer 
► Specific vaccination recommendations are available for 
adults as well as for kids 
► Influenza immunization can reduce physician office visits, 
lost work days and reduce antibiotic use (used in treatment of 
flu-related complications caused by bacteria, NOT for treat-
ing the influenza virus infection) 
► 12,000 additional lives could be saved each year if we in-
creased to 90% the portion of adults 50 years and older who 
are immunized each year for influenza (currently, the rate is 
only 37%) 
► Pertussis (whooping cough) can be a life-threatening dis-
ease in babies: non-immune parents, grandparents, and/or 
daycare staff can pass the infection to babies too young to be 
vaccinated 
► If we stop vaccinating, we can expect outbreaks of dis-
eases that can be prevented; expect tragic, unnecessary 
deaths; expect life-changing disabilities as a result of prevent-
able diseases; see little-known effects 
of familiar diseases, e.g., several of 
the usual childhood diseases – 
mumps, measles, chickenpox, 
whooping cough, can cause severe 
complications such as brain damage, 
paralysis, seizures; and, severe infec-
tions are more common in adults who 
didn’t have these diseases as kids… 

 
The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP), a committee that provides advice and guidance to 
the Secretary, the Assistant Secretary for Health and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, develops writ-
ten recommendations for the routine administration of vac-
cines, along with schedules regarding the proper timing, 
dosage and contraindications. 
 

Current (2011) recommendations for adult Americans ages 
19 - > 65 years are as follows:   
 

TETANUS, DIPHTHERIA (Td) and PERTUSSIS 
(Tdap): all adults should “boost” with Td every 10 years; 
Tdap should replace a single dose of Td for adults ages 19-
64 years who have never received a dose of Tdap previously 
HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS (HPV): women ages 19-
26 should consult their doctor about the HPV vaccine. 
VARICELLA (chickenpox): all adults without evidence of 
immunity to varicella should receive 2 doses of vaccine (1-2 
months apart) 
ZOSTER (shingles): adults age 60 and older without con-
traindications should receive 1 dose of vaccine 
INFLUENZA (“flu”): all adults age 50 and older, and all 
“high risk”  adults should receive the annual influenza vac-
cine 
MEASLES/MUMPS/RUBELLA:  adults who are suscepti-
ble should receive 1 or 2 doses depending on immuniza-tion 
history and age 
PNEUMOCOCCAL (polysaccharide): adults 65 and older 
should receive 1 dose; “high risk”  adults should receive 1 
or 2 doses before age 65 
HEPATITIS A: adults at increased risk of exposure  should 
receive 2 doses of vaccine (usually 6-18 months apart) 
HEPATITIS B:  adults at increased risk  of exposure 
should receive 3 doses of vaccine (usually over a 6-month 
period) 
MENINGOCOCCAL: adults at increased risk  should 
receive 1 or more doses of vaccine  
 

(  NOTE: people whose immune systems are weakened by 
chronic medical conditions such as heart or lung diseases, 
diabetes, cancer, HIV infection, etc. may be considered 
“high risk” for severe complications; others may be consid-
ered at risk for occupational exposures (e.g., health care 
workers, prison staff, etc.) or due to other factors such as IV 
drug use,  sexual partners, sexual practices, or communal 
living settings) 
Just remember, you’re never too old to be immunized! 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

For additional information, call your local public health office, or go to 
 

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/schedules 
www.prevent.org 

Epidemiology and Prevention of Vaccine-Preventable Diseases 
(“The Pink Book”):  CDC, 11th Ed., 2009. 



 

 

LWML CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Attention all women of Faith! Join us for the  Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League’s Christmas Party at Kountry Folks Restaurant at 
3653 La Sierra Ave. on Saturday, December 17th at 11:30 am. 

Also please bring a white elephant gift to exchange! 
 

For more information & to RSVP, call Susie Fairfax (951) 359-7514 

Stephanie Michaud 12-3 
Kim Carpenter 12-4 
Sybil Baldwin 12-7 
Willie Winters 12-7 
David Tito 12-17 
Lenora Rowan 12-19 
Laynette Bodiford 12-19 
Adam Dalton 12-20 
Larry Phipps 12-20 
Alexis Lopez 12-21 
Tiffany Belknap 12-22 
Marge Miller 12-23 

Early JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Karen Byer 1-6 
Pam Guy 1-6 
Marilyn Lukkowen 1-6 
Pastor Paul Wenz 1-6 

 
 
 

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP  —  6 Susan Kruger and Robert Guida, through reaffirmation of Faith; 
 Richard Brewer, through Adult Confirmation on Nov. 20, 2011. 
 Sharon “Buttons” Garcia, Transfer from Eden Lutheran, Riverside 
 Emily & Victoria Wenz, Transfer from St. John’s Orange 
   

LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 7 Joe and Tammy Ferrell and their children, Emily & Joseph 
Ferrell, and Isaiah, Stacy, & Noah Martin, transferred to Promise 
Lutheran Church, Murietta. 

 

MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:  222 Baptized,         184 Confirmed 

Advent/Christmas Worship Schedule 2011  Dec. 7th at 1:00 & 7:00 p.m.—Mid‐week Advent Services Dec. 14th at 1:00 & 7:00 p.m.—Mid‐week Advent Services Dec. 21st  at 1:00 & 7:00 p.m.—Mid‐week Advent Services Dec. 24th at 4:00 pm—Children’s Christmas Program Dec. 24th at 11:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Dec. 25 at 10:00 a.m.—Christmas Day Worship Service  *Soup Suppers every Wednesday during Advent at 6:00 pm 

If we missed any birthdays  
or anniversaries,  

please contact the  
church secretary.  

Thanks! 

Kevin & Pam Guy   12-8 
Mel & Sharon Dawson  12-20 
Rick & Lanette Bodiford 12-26 
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COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT! 
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus 

“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become righteousness of God.” 
— 1 Corinthians 5:21b 
Jesus took our sin & death 

and in exchange — week by week — we receive 
      forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God. 

Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays: 
 

  
 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH                         
4785 Jackson Street                            
Riverside, CA 92503                                                                                                
 
 
 
TIME SENSITIVE                                                               RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
GOD BLESS THOSE WHO DELIVER THIS! 
 

8:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
   

9:15 am  Sunday School  and Adult Bible Class  
 Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult) 
 to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word. 

   
10:30 am 

 

 Contemporary Praise Service 
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