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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA

A HISTORY
(A narrativecompiled from scattered church records, some reading between the lines

of these records, and recollections of current and past members.)

California, in the early days of the far west, was far withdrawn f rom the mid-western
roots of the Lutheran Church. Lutheran mission work began here in the late 1B0O's
and resulted in the formation of lmmanuel Lutheran Church in Riverside in 1911. ln
1922 lmmanuel completed its constitution and ioined the Missouri Synod, the first
Missouri Synod church in Riverside. lt was on Twelfth St. in the downtown area.
Riverside then was a city of 40 square miles, large in area but with a population of
only 32,OOO, concentrated in three business/residential areas; downtown, Magnolia
Center, and Arlington. Because it had its own Post Office and was separated from the
rest of the city by a long stretch of orange groves, Arlington was considered by many
to be a separate town.

ln 1937 Rev. M.H. Tietjen and a small group of about 16
families left lmmanue! and began holding services in Arlington as Faith Lutheran Church. They met in Jenkins Hall,
the 2nd floor of a business building at Van Buren and
Magnolia. The hall was used for many other purposes, including Saturday night dances, and regularly had to be
cleaned up before worship services. Occasionally noises
could be heard from a beer bar located directly below the
hall.
Rev. M.H. Tietjen
Nov., 1937-Dec., 1945

It was a small congregation. 1938 records
show a total of 70 baptized members,42 communicants, and 8 voting members. Average
attendance was only in the 2O's and 3O's.
Nevertheless, there were 38 in Sunday School
with 5 teachers. Obviously a good, solid core
of people was looking to the future.
The depression was easing off, but Faith
never really had any "rich" members, finanfenkins Hall
cially that is. Records show a total of $855.26
9506 Magnolia
in offerings for the whole year o{ 1938. That
Building as seen today
't937-1943
translates into an average of $16 per week.
Out of that the hall rental, supplies, and the
pastor's salary had to be paid. Early records show the pastor paid his $25 a month
rent out of his salary for a smal! house/apartment on McKenzie St. His salary was around
$lOZ per month, but for periods of months the church ran behind in paying the full

amount. One week he recieved only $3.00 by some recollections. There must have
been a considerable amount of loving and caring and sharing just to keep the pastor,
his wife, and daughter from starving.
Despite the interest of the Southern California Eistrict of the Synod in a mission
in ou r area, it was not able'to provide a subsidy to the struggling congregation. But
in.fune, 1939 the non-geographical English District accepted the mission congregation and began a subsidy of about $1000 a year. ("The Church shall never perish" proclaims one of our hymns.)
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Membership and attendance began creeping up.
ln an effort to improve worship facilities, Faith applied to the District for a loan. As a condition for a
loan, Faith incorporated and in 1942 rent/leased a
store front at 9436 Magnolia Ave. This building was
transformed into a regular church and was dedicated
in April, 1943.
The joys of the congregation continued as membership and attendance increased during the war years

but so did the problems. After attendance reached
point of 72, the enthusiasm was reduced when
two church officers insisted no new members be added until new facilities for worship were found.
a high

By now the pastor's house rent was being paid by
the congregation and in luly,1944 his salary was increased f rom $120 to $135, this amount being required
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Store building church
9436 Magnolia Ave.
'1943-'./947

by the District which was still supplying a mission subsidy. A few years later a fund
drive permitted the purchase of property at Van Buren and Hayes. Pastor Tietjen moverJ
there in early 1944. The final payment was made in .f une,1946, but Pastor Tietjen had
already reSigned December 30, 1945, and the congregation crashed, some people leaving with the pastor.
Rev. A.C. Young of Corona served
as interim pastor until a new pastor
could be called.
Rev. A.C. Stahnke accepted the con-

gregation's call to be its second called pastor and preached his first sermon at Faith on May 12, 1946.
Rev. A.C. Young
lan. - May, 1946

Under his guidance and leadership
the congregation rebuilt, slowly but
dramatically.

Rev. A.C. Stahnke
May 1946 - fune 1958

Efforts were made to build on the Van Buren and
Hayes site, but failed. With the war over, Camp Anza, an Army base roughly bordered by Van Buren,
Crest, Arlington, and Philbin, was ordered dismantled and sold. Private investors purchased large parcels
and sold individual buildings and lots.
The congregation sought to move the base chapel
to the Van Buren site, but it was too large to move
over the existing streets. Private investors agreed to
give the property free to the congregation if they left
the chapel there and re-established the congregation
at the same location.
Camp Anza chapel
Chapel and Cypress St.
't947 - 1963

Many details of gaining official title to the chapel
had to be completed, along with relinquishing the
lease on the store front. Joy reigned again. Services
officially began at the chapel on December 14,1947,
although, at first, members had to carry l.D. cards to enter the military complex.
The camp was sold allowing the congregation to ptrrchase adjoining land and move
in other military buildings. Latrines were the first ones because they were the best
built and equipped. These were remodeled and became a fine and adequate parsonage
of over 2OOO square feet. Other buildings were remodeled and became a parish hall
and Sunday School rooms. For the first time Faith Lutheran Church had a fine debtfree facility with, at one time, 15 Sunday School classes, each having its own room!

Faith was debt-free but not problem free. lt was a struggle, always. Faith was just
a part of a poor, ne\/, struggling community, now called Anza Village. Faith played
an active and important role under the leadershp of Pastor Stahnke. Remember, the
church was not inside the city limits. lt was "just county area". Pastor Stahnke organized
and chaired the first Community Club and was instrumental in giving the community
area the name " Arlanza". (A combination of Arlington and Anza.) Mrs. Stahnke assisted
in renaming the street in front of the church "Chapel 5t.", from something unpronounceable. Pastor Stahnke also was well known by the people of the Arlington Welfare
Association and the administration of Riverside County Ceneral Hospital for his work
with the poor and sick, most of whom were not even members of the congregation.
Records of these years have not been found, but obviously the struggles were blessed
by the Lord. ln 1954 another struggling congregation, Redeemer Lutheran Church, joined and became a part of Faith. Research has not been able to unearth anything about

this church.

Faith also had now become a member of the Southern California District, although
Faith was on subsidy and the Mission Board had serious doubts about the stability
and durability of the congregation in this area. Nevertheless, for the first time, Faith
became self-supporting about 1955. lt was a triumph, but there was stitt a struggle
to maintain that status.

Pastor Stahnke accepted a call to another congregation
in 1958. Over a vacancy of ayear, Faith members were served by Rev. Richard C. Scheu of Chino. Rev. Richard M.
Brandt of St. Louis then accepted Faith's call and became
pastor here on .f uly 5, 1959.

Rev. R.M. Brandt
fuly 1959 - fune 1971

A high point of this active and innovative pastor's ministry
was the 25th Anniversary Celebration of Faith, November
4,1962. The celebration coincided with the ground-breaking
of a new and larger sanctuary! This facility at 47Bs Jackson
St., (the current fellowship hall) was dedicated on June 23,
1963 and was designed to accomodate the steadily increasing membership and attendance.

Again, turmoil and dissension reduced
the membership until attendance declined
to 20 to 30 per service. With reduced
membership, attendance, and offerings,
even the debt repayment was in arrears and
again Faith faced the closing of its doors.
I n J u ne, 1971 Pastor B randt left and the congregation returned to a mission status, on
su

bsidy.

Rev. C.A. Kindschy
1971-'1972

New sanctuary
4785 fackson St.
Dedicated fune 23, 1963
Vicar Lawrence Bergman was assigned to
the congregation over the summer. Then
Rev. Clarence Kindschy, d ffiission pastor,
shared his ministrywith Faith and another
congregation in San Bernardino until he accepted a call to a congregation in Rialto.
Rev. Clen Rachuy, who also worked fulltime in the Social Services Department of
Riverside Ceneral Hospital, next helped
keep the congregation together using his
special talents.

By now it was late 1972, when things began to

Rev.

G. Rachuy

"look up" once again. The ever faithful
Lord, working thru the efforts of these men and a solid core of riembers, caused sufficient increase in membership and offerings that the congregation was permitted to
again call a full-time pastor.

ln July of 1973, Rev. Frederick Huscher of

Seattle,
Washington accepted Faith's call. Here again, the Lord had
supplied the right man at the right time. Thru his untiring
efforts, evangelism programs, and training of members, the

Rev. F.f. Huscher

f uly 1973 - April

1981

congregation grew more dramatically during this period
than any other. The struggle was always there, but so was
faith and vision. Subsidy was discontinued and the increased attendance made it necessary to establish two services.
An additional staff member, Director of Christian Education (DCE) Shanna Zimmerman was hired for a one-year
period. Rev. Jerry Ehrlich also served as helper to Pastor
Huscher for a short while during this period. Overflow
seating began to be a problem.

A building committee was formed and a new
sanctuarywas dedicated in February,19B1. Attendance now averaged over 300 per Sunday.
ln Apri1,1981 Pastor Huscher accepted a call
to Christ College, lrvine.
Rev. Wm. A Craumann, Pastor Emeritus from
!mmanuel, Riverside, served as part-time interim pastor.
The call process this time took -11 months
Faith's new sanctuary
but, at last, Rev. Robert Tasler of Oakes, North
Dedicated February, 1981
Dakota accepted and was installed on March
21,1982.
Pastor Bob and his family came to us from the stable farm country of the northern
mid-west. The furious pace of Southern California with its mobile and transient population, reflected in our congregation, bombarded the family with a culture shock.

With courage and resourcefulness Pastor Bob dug in and
soon worship attendance approached 400 per Sunday, an
a!! time high. Many fondly
remember his rich baritone
singing voice enriching the
services he conducted.
Rev. R.A. Tasler
Mar. 1982 - Oct. 1983

Unfortunately, confl ict and

Rev. Wm. A. Graumann

dissension developed, and
1981 & 1983-84
relunctantly, feeling he was
guided bythe Holy Spirit, Pastor Bob requested to be placed on the District's call list
and to be granted a Sabatical leave. Shortly thereafter he received a callto serve two
parishes in Vernal and Roosevelt, Utah. He presently serves as Director of Development for Lutheran High School of Denver, Colorado.

The indefatigable Pastor Craumann returned to hold, and
more than hold, things together.
Five months later the Rev. Lionel Skamser of Storm Lake,
lowa accepted Faith's call. He was installed on April 15, Palm
Sunday, 1984. His wife, Joan, attended the installation, but then
returned to lowa to complete the sale of their home and to
permit the children to complete the school year.

One week later, on Easter Sunday, Pastor Skamser preachat sunrise, B:00 a.m. and
10:30 a.m.! About three months later his family joined him in
California.

ed three sermons, all different;

Vicar Neal Blanke
Sept. 1985 to present

Rev. Lione! Skamser
lnstalled
April 15, 1984

During the past three years progress has been made in
many different areas. Last year communion participation was
at an al! time high. Home Bible studies in 1986 enrolled a
total of 90 adults. Contributions for the first time totalled
$2O0,OOO for the year. Faith's loan was refinanced earlier this
year with investments in the Church Extension Fund grow.
ing from $15,0OO to $25O,OOO. During the past three years Faith
has presented congregational retreats with a record breaking 105 attending this year. A modular has been added to
the facilities. DCE Tina Masson served for one year over
1985-86 and Vicar Neal Blanke since September, 1986.

Faith again benefits from the musica! talents of her pastor, with Pastor Skamser be-

ing both a vocal soloist and violinist.

A history? Yes, to a certain extent a history of human faults, failures, and foibles.
But it is far more than history; it is His story. lt is the story of Cod the Father Who
has blessed us far beyond our deserving. lt is the story of Cod the Son Who died for
us, Who arose, and !ives. He forgives our shortcomings and sins to make it possible
for us to turn over a brand new clean page. lt is the story of the Holy Spirit Who, in
spite of our problems, has always provided Faith with pastors who sincerely proclaimed
God's Word in its fullness, and Who brings and keeps us together as His Church.
Humbly, we look to the Holy Spirit to continue to use us and our Church as instruments
to build and expand His kingdom until that great and glorious Day of the Lord.

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A MEMBER OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
BELIEFS OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Lutheran Christians comprise the largest protestant denomination in the world.
"Lutheran" is another way of saying "Christ centered." Christ is central in all of our
beliefs and practices.
Faith Lutheran Church belongs to the Missouri Synod Branch of Lutheranism. lt
numbers about 3 million people in the U.S.A. The central convictions of our church
are found in the motto of the Missouri Synod: "GRACE ALONE-FAITH ALONESCRIPTURE ALONE."
GRACE AIONEz "Crace" means literally "a gitt," and it refers to
Cod's undeserved love. Even though we are sinful and undeserving of Cod's love, grace moved God to send His only begotten Son
to earth. Born as i human, He was named Jesgs. He supplies the
perfect example we are to follow. Constantly we fa!! short of the
perfect model He gives us. ln love, Jesus Christ was our representative, suffering and dying on the cross in our place, bearing
the punishment we deserve, that we may be forgiven. He arose and
He lives assuring us He has conquered sin and death for us.
FAITH ALONE: Through faith alone, simply by trusting in .lesus as
our Savior, we receive the forgiveness and life He has earned for
us. Faith alone saves us, but real faith is never alone. Faith is expressed by the lives we live-our personalities, words and deeds.
We are Christ's Disciples, following, serving, and sharing .lesus.
SCRIPTURE ATONE: We believe that Scripture (the Bible) is inspired
by the Holy Spirit and, therefor, it is completely true and without
error. All of our beliefs are based on the Bible alone. None of our
practices are to be contrary to it, but they are to express the truths

of Scriptu

re.

THE MISSION OF FAITH TUTHERAN CHURCH
We the members of the body of Christ at Faith Lutheran Church responding to Cod's

love and the leading of the Holy Spirit, dedicate ourselves and our conBregation to
the growth of the body of Christ through Christ-centered, Bible-based Worship services, spiritual care, education, outreach and fellowship, in order to accomplish the
Creat Commission"-1s make disciples of all nations. (Matthew 28:19)
THE MINISTRY OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Our ministry's goals are plans that can be realized with Christ's love and our commitment. You need to be involved by:
Praying to the Lord on behalf of our ministry;
Committing yourself to regular worship and Bible study;
Being baptized and partaking often of the Lord's supper.
Sharing the Cospel with others through word and action;
Discovering and using your talents and helping others discover and
use their talents in the Lord's service;
Civing of your time, talents and treasures to the Lord and His
Ch u rch.

