
 

 

FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK… 
Pastor Paul Wenz 
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How does God 

“bring His  

Children home”? 

Through YOU! 

When YOU invite 

them to hear 

the Word of God 

with YOU! 

 

Invite 

a family member, 

neighbor,  

Co-worker, fellow  

student, or friend 

to join YOU on 

Sunday 

in attending. 

 

Worship  

Services 

8:00 a.m.  

Traditional 

10:30 a.m.  

Contemporary 

 

Sunday School 

available Pre-K to 

High School 

at 9:15 a.m. 

Adult Bible Study 

Classes 

at 9:15 a.m. 
 
 

explain that sometimes 
our greatest freedoms 
are found in our com-
mitments, that is, in our 
“freedoms to” serve. 
Think about all that we 
are blessed to do here 
at Faith. There is our 
freedom to gather to-
gether for worship, our freedom to love 
and serve each other, our freedom to be a 
blessing to our community through our 
social ministries programs, and our free-
dom to express our feelings, concerns, 
hopes and dreams for our church, 
neighbors and friends. This is no different 
than what our Constitution says—a docu-
ment that joins our freedom with the 
guidelines and responsibilities necessary 
to make freedom work—our freedom to 
govern, to serve, to defend, to protect, 
to honor and to be loyal. 

The Fourth of July is a good time to 
celebrate the paradox of the Christian 
faith, which Martin Luther cherished so 
much: We are most free when we are 
most dependent. Through Jesus Christ’s 
supreme example of freedom in service, 
we all become the most free when we 
place our dependence in Christ. This is 
what Jesus did by going to the cross. As 
Phil 2:6-8 says,  
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“For Freedom 
Set Free” (Gal. 5:1) 

Americans love to celebrate Inde-
pendence Day and flaunt their freedom 
before the whole world. We have taken 
to heart the Declaration of Independ-
ence’s assertion that each individual 
has an “inalienable right” to “life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness.” De-
spite the imperfections of our political 
system, Americans still enjoy tremen-
dous economic, political, religious, and 
personal freedoms. But we must be 
careful that we don’t define the free-
doms we enjoy so much as just 
“freedom from” rather than seeing its 
real value as how we use our “freedom 
to.”  

In the Book of Galatians 5:1, Paul 
reminds us that “It is for freedom that 
Christ has set us free!” He goes on to 



 

 

Jesus, “who, being in very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God something 
to be used to his own advantage; 7rather, 
he made himself nothing by taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. 8And being found in appearance as 
a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death—even death on a cross!” 
Jesus freely divested him-

self of his divinity so that he 
could make the ultimate sacri-
fice for our sake and for our 
freedom. We must be careful 
not to confuse this freely of-
fered liberty for license. Paul 
gives us a long list in Galatians 
chapter five of the results of 
letting our freedom to, becom-
ing freedom from, in what he 
calls “works of the flesh”: 

• Freedom to love becomes...fornication. 
• Freedom to worship becomes...idolatry. 
• Freedom to serve becomes...factions. 
• Freedom to question becomes...enmity. 
• Freedom to discuss becomes...quarrels. 
• Freedom to disagree becomes...dissension. 
• Freedom to thrive becomes...envy. 
The political and personal freedoms we celebrate 

every Independence Day always remind us that with 
freedom comes responsibility. For our freedom to 
“work” we must be good citizens -- we must vote, pay 
taxes, obey the laws, respect property, be loyal and 
keep the peace. The freedom we enjoy every day of 
our lives as Christians demands of us only two things—
faithfulness and love. Despite the long list of the 
“works of the flesh” versus “spiritual fruits” (Gal. 5:22
-23), Paul prefaces these sins with a single reminder: 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Galatians 
5:14).  

When Thomas Jefferson listed the “pursuit of hap-
piness” as one of humanity’s “inalienable rights,” per-
haps he should have called it more accurately an 
“unattainable goal.” Christ’s gift of freedom through 
service reveals that the only way to achieve happiness 

is to love and serve others. Pursuing happiness, focus-
ing solely on the self and its personal pleasures, will 
never bring genuine joy or the fulfilling happiness of 
peace. When we pursue happiness for the self, it is 
like looking for the end of a rainbow— as soon as you 
think you’ve reached it, your perspective changes, 
and the rainbow’s end has moved again.  

Loving ourselves was not the goal Jesus had in 
mind for us when He freely 
gave His life for our salva-
tion. We can’t hold out a 
hand to our neighbor when 
our arms are wrapped around 
ourselves. The love Christ 
calls us to is called in Greek, 
agape love—a sacrificial love 
bonded to Christ, which is 
not self-directed. Only when 
offering ourselves in sacrifi-

cial service for others will we truly find the 
“happiness” we thought we had to pursue. The move-
ment of the Christian life is from self-centeredness to 
centeredness in God. 

Try this test. When do you feel better about your-
self? Do you feel better after a long, restful afternoon 
as a “couch potato” watching football games or after 
a long, exhausting afternoon coaching a Little League 
game? Do you feel better about yourself after whip-
ping up one of your favorite dishes in the kitchen or 
after delivering it to a needy member of our church? 
Do you feel better about yourself after a special 
“night on the town” or after an evening sharing the 
Gospel with little children at VBS? 

We have much to be thankful for in America and 
in our church. God gave us the freedoms we enjoy for 
a purpose. Working together to help each other know 
God’s love and forgiveness by practicing these very 
things for others is what Christian freedom is about. 
Let us take our lesson about true freedom, not from 
our culture, but from God’s Word, which says: “You…
were called to be free. But do not use your freedom 
to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another hum-
bly in love” (Gal. 5:13). 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Paul Wenz 

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON: 
July 9th  @ 6 PM 

 

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:  
July 18th  @ 6 PM 



 

 

June 9, 2012 

Lining up for the Processional at Tim’s Service of Ordination 
were (from left): Pastors Bill Duer, Roy Schoppa, Paul Yearyean 
and Deacon Mart DuVall. 

Faith Lutheran Church celebrated the Ordination of a 
son of the congregation, Timothy N. Yearyean, on June 9, 
2012, at a special service on Saturday afternoon. Participat-
ing in the Service of Ordination were Rev. Bill Duer 
(Circuit 18 Pastoral Counselor and Presiding Minister), 
Rev. Roy Schoppa (Pastor Emeritus of Faith), Rev. Lowell 
Siebrass (Pastor Emeritus of Immanuel, Riverside, and 
member at Faith), Rev. Paul Yearyean (Pastor of Trinity 
Lutheran, Deercreek, Minn.), Rev. Paul Wenz and Deacon 
Mart DuVall (Immanuel, Riverside). 

Tim has been a member at Faith since 1975 when his 
family transferred here from Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
while he was in high school.  

While at Faith, Tim had served as an elder for 15 years, 
as a Sunday School teacher for many years, and as the 
youth group leader for three years. During the interim min-
istry at Faith of the late Rev. Dr. Paul Meier, Tim started in 
the Pacific S.W. District LCMS Deacon program. Taking 

theology classes to become a deacon, though, was not enough, 
for Tim began to see the Lord was calling him to be a pastor. 

Tim had had a career in the U.S. Postal Service for 23 and 
a half years before he finally heeded the Lord’s calling into the 
Holy Ministry, entering Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, MO, 
in the fall of 2008. 

Tim’s son, Paul Yearyean, preceded him into the Office of 
the Holy Ministry in 2010 when he was ordained and called to 
be the pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Deercreek, Minn. 
Pastor Paul Yearyean traveled back to Faith to participate in 
his father’s ordination service. Also, Tim’s son T.R., designed 
his ordination stoles presented to him at the service.  

Tim thanks all who have made it possible for him to reach 
the goal of serving the Lord in the Ministry of Word and Sac-
rament, and gives glory to God for the joyous occasion of his 
ordination at his home congregation. 

Tim has been called to be the pastor of Grace Lutheran 
Church in Hibbing, Minn., where he will be installed in July. 

Tim greets members and visitors at the reception following the 
ordination. Pictured behind Tim from left are: Veryl German, 
Lina Ahomana, Geri Carlson, Rick Bodiford, and Rick and Alicia 
Ferrell. 

Tim’s son, Pastor Paul Yearyean (left) came from Minnesota for his 
ordination and Pastor Lowell Siebrass (right) preached. 

Tim is congratulated by Candy Powell after the service. 



 

 

Enjoying the beach are, from left,  Youth worker, Chris Bodi-
ford,, Jesse Campuzano and Josh Creacy. 

June 23, 2012 
Kicking off the summer for Faith Lutheran’s Youth 

Group, was a beach trip to Oceanside on June 23, 2012. 
Youth worker, Chris Bodiford, six youth and three adults 
spent the afternoon and evening in fellowship on the beach 
and around the fire pit. 

The youth will be meeting on Wednesday and Thursdays 
from noon to 4 p.m. during the summer (after 4th of July 
week). They will be painting and fixing up the youth room on 
Wednesdays and going out into the community to help mem-
bers of the church with yard work as “Acts of Random Ser-
vice” on Thursdays. 

Boogie boarding the surf, from left are: Jesse and Kiana 
Campuzano and Alexis Reynolds.. 

Walking along the beachfront (from left back) are:  Hayle 
Eads, Kasi Stalnaker, Delaney Creacy, Josh Creacy. and 
Chris Bodiford; (front) Jesse Campuzano  and Alexis Rey-

Warming by the fire and filling up on smores are  (from left 
back):  Kedma Wenz, Josh Creacy and Chris Bodiford; De-
laney Creacy and Pastor Wenz; (middle row) Hayle Eads, 
Jesse Campuzano and Kasi Stalnaker; and (front) Alexis Rey-
nolds and Kiana Campuzano. 

Watching the 
sunset by the 
pier are (from 
left) Reynolds, 
D e l a n e y 
Creacy, Chris 
Bodiford and 
Kasi Stal-
naker.  



 

 

HEALTH NOTES  
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, CIC, FCN, Parish Nurse 

marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org  
 

JULY 2012: 

A HEALTHY MOUTH 
 

When you smile, what message are you sending to the world? 
 

“The mouth is a window to a person’s overall health,” says 
John A. Valenza, DDS, executive associate dean of the Uni-
versity of Texas Dental Branch in Houston. Aside from issues 
of comfort and self-image, poor oral health can put you at 
risk for cardiovascular disease, stroke and severe systemic 
infections. 

 
A healthy mouth is not just about clean teeth. It’s about tak-
ing care of your entire mouth, so your gums and jawbones 
stay healthy for life. Here are some common dental problems 
that you don’t have to live with: 
 
#1  BAD BREATH 
Halitosis – a.k.a., bad breath – is embarrassing to you and 
unpleasant for those around you. Pinpoint the source, and you 
can control the odor. Food, bacteria and poor oral care are the 
most common causes. Pungent foods (e.g., garlic, onions) are 
often absorbed into the bloodstream and the odor is expelled 
from the lungs, according to the American Dental Associa-
tion (ADA). Other causes can include gum disease 
(gingivitis, periodontitis), dry mouth, tobacco use, and medi-
cal conditions such as sinus infections, diabetes, and liver or 
kidney diseases. (Make a dental appointment to identify the 
cause; practice good hygiene, brushing, flossing and using an 
antiseptic mouthwash; stimulate saliva with sugarless candy and 
increased fluids; prescription artificial saliva also helps to lu-
bricate your mouth.) 
 
#2  CANKER SORES 
Canker sores are small ulcers that form inside the mouth. 
More common in women than men, canker sores may be re-
lated to hormonal changes, fatigue, stress or allergies which 
challenge the immune system and increase the likelihood of 
canker sores. (Canker sores are not contagious, and usually 
heal in a week or two without treatment; however, if the pain is 
unbearable, over-the-counter anesthetics may offer some relief; 
also, skip the spicy or salty foods until your mouth heals.) 
 
#3  CLICKING JAW 
We demand a lot of our jaws… the temporo-mandibular joint 
(“TMJ”) where the lower jaw meets the skullbones, moves 
2,000-3,000 times per day! Trauma, arthritis, wear and tear, 
or chronic teeth clenching or grinding may cause clicking and 

popping, facial pain, headaches, neck and back pain, or mal-
occlusion (bite problems). (Even if your clicking isn’t painful, 
have it checked out by your dentist to evaluate your risk of 
other conditions that may worsen. Clear plastic mouth guards 
can help relieve symptoms in some cases; don’t chew gum; 
avoid foods that require opening your mouth wide to eat (e.g., 
biting an apple); reduce use of stimulants such as caffeine; 
reduce tension with yoga, meditation and gently stretching tight 
muscles.) 
 
#4  CAVITIES 
Caused by dental plaque, development of cavities – tooth 
decay – depends on your susceptibility, eating habits and at-
home oral care. Symptoms range from nothing to hot and 
cold sensitivity to throbbing pain. (an ounce of prevention is 
worth a ton of cure! Once a cavity has formed, your dentist 
must remove the decayed portion of the tooth and fill the 
cleaned out hole with a filling of gold, porcelain, resin or 
amalgam. A large cavity may have to be restored with a 
crown or cap. A root canal may be required if the nerve in-
side the tooth is affected.) 
 
#5  RECEDING GUMS – “getting long in the tooth…” 
When the gums pull away from the teeth, exposing the roots, 
you’ve got receding gums. It’s a typical sign of aging and 
common in persons older than 40 years. But it can also sig-
nal periodontal disease or overly aggressive tooth brushing. 
(The most effective way to prevent gum recession is good 
oral hygiene: use a soft bristle tooth brush, practice good at-
home care and visit your dentist regularly, especially after 
the age of 40.) 
 
# 6  STAINED TEETH 
Wish your pearly whites were pearlier? Yellow or grayish 
teeth are typically caused by food stains, bad oral care habits 
and/or porous enamel. (Stop smoking and trade teeth-
staining coffee, tea and cola for clear liquids. Teeth whiten-
ing procedures may be done in the dentist’s office or at 
home – check to see that over-the-counter products are ADA 
approved. And remember, any whitening procedure requires 
regular “maintenance”.) 

 
#7  FEAR OF THE DENTIST 
Are you a dental chicken? Fear isn’t uncommon… But 
avoiding the dentist can result in problems that are much 
worse than regular preventive dental care! (Talk to your den-
tist about ways to ease your worries. All dentists are trained 
in basic pain and anxiety management, and some provide 
relaxation techniques, sedation and/or hypnosis.) 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

For more information, talk to your dentist, your dental hy-
gienist, or go to… 

www.aap.dentalhealth 
www.ada.org 

www.lifescript.com/bye-bye-bad-breath.asp 



 

 

If we missed any birthdays or  
anniversaries, please contact the 

church secretary. Thanks! 

Norma Schoppa  7-1 
Brad Hellickson  7-2 
Ty Mehlberg   7-4 
River Shelton  7-4 
William Powell  7-5 
Eloise Trost   7-10 
Samantha Tito  7-12 
Joe Galusha   7-14 
Teonie Galusha  7-17 
Jennifer Tito   7-17 
Hayden Eads   7-20 
Candy Powell   7-21 

Sharon Dawson  7-23 
Forrest Fulk   7-23 
Margaret Randolph  7-23 
Peg Sturtevant  7-29 
Bradley Carpenter  7-31 
Joey Fairclough  7-31 
Rev. Lowell Siebrass  7-31 

Early August Birthdays 
Sophia Soltero   8-2  
Kimberly Dalton  8-5 
 

 
 

 

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP —  3  By Junior Confirmation: 
(3 by confirmation only) Delaney Creacy, Nicole Kwiatkowski, and Emily Wenz 

LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP —  0   
Membership stands at:     232 Baptized,         190 Confirmed 

Rocco & Lynn Tito 7-8   
Stanley & Laura Shatford 7-13 

Delbert & Caroline Schroeder 7-15  
Louis & Delilah Dooley 7-18 

Joe Pagan & Jeanne Kenlon 7-26 

     Faith Lutheran Church celebrated Timothy N. Yearyea’s Ordination  on June 9, 2012, at a special service on Saturday after-
noon. Many members, former members, family, friends, and past coworkers of Tim’s came to wish him well. Two of the longest 
standing members at Faith are pictured at left behind Tim: Verna Vogt (at left) and Dora Perry (right).. 
     The reception spread was organized by Faith’s Stewardship chairperson, Karen Rice. Pictured at right in line are (clockwise 
from left): Missy Creacy, Connie Barhyte and Jennifer Tito. 
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COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT! 
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus 

“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become righteousness of God.” 
— 1 Corinthians 5:21b 

Jesus took our sin & death 
and in exchange — week by week — we receive 

          forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God. 

Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays: 
 

  
 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH                         
4785 Jackson Street                            
Riverside, CA 92503                                                                                                
 
 
 
TIME SENSITIVE                                                               RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
GOD BLESS THOSE WHO DELIVER THIS! 
 

8:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
   

9:15 am  Sunday School  and Adult Bible Class  
 Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult) 
 to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word. 

   
10:30 am 

 

 Contemporary Praise Service 
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