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It's been a long time now since the 
celebration of Easter on the church's 
calendar. It's an even longer time until 
the seasons of Advent and Christmas 
return. It seems that the hot, humid 
days of summer are the time of year 
we set aside not only to get a break 
from school or take a vacation from our 
job, but also as a time when we take a 
little “time off” from God.  

The fluidity of summertime sched-
ules means that more families are out 
of town, and Sunday morning atten-
dance significantly withers. Now with 
Vacation Bible School over, what’s 
really happening at church? Is there 
anything to look forward 
to before fall is upon us? 

The answer is a big, 
“YES!” at Faith! This sum-
mer is full of good times 
at Faith! Sure Vacation 
Bible School just finished 
the week of June 25 – July 
1 with our “Big Jungle Ad-
venture.” But what we 
saw is a preparation for 
things to come. We were 
blessed with over 40 chil-
dren during the week with 
many great volunteers and 
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some new helpers this 
year! During the week 
new member, Terry 
Lynn Mortensen, 
taught the children 
how to use sign lan-
guage for the song, 
“Open the Eyes of My 
Heart Lord,” which they sang and signed 
in our VBS Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m. 
on July 3rd. Having the children sing in 
church was a great way to enhance our 
worship, which we will look forward to 
hearing again, before next summer. 

Looking ahead and in accordance with 
one of the main goals the church counsel 
and elders set forth at the January Plan-

ning Meeting, we will be in-
stalling our new Youth 
Worker, Chris Bodiford, on 
Sunday, July 10, 2011, to be-
gin working more with the 
youth at Faith. He has sum-
mer events planned for all 
the youth in July and August 
with Jr. and Senior High 
Youth meetings on Saturdays 
at 6:00 p.m. beginning on 
July 23rd. This is our first 
step toward a more vibrant 
youth ministry to engage our 
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youth with God’s Word and its relevance for their 
lives. Our youth are not just the “future church,” they 
are Today’s Church as well! 

In August, we will also be celebrating the end of 
the “Paid in Full” campaign to pay off the church’s 
mortgage. The final payment will be made this month! 
God’s people have generously given over $96,000 since 
our campaign began in November of 2009. God’s grace 
is seen in this blessing as we 
prepare for greater service to 
our people, community and 
beyond (as Jesus commissions 
us to do in Acts 1:8). We will 
celebrate with a service of 
Thanksgiving and a “Burning of 
the Mortgage” on Sunday, Aug. 
28th at 6 pm. 

These milestones at Faith 
are God’s work as He paints in 
the “whole image” of who He 
has pictured us to be for Him. 
And while it may seem to be a 
bad time of year to schedule important meetings or to 
make any great future-shaping decisions because eve-
ryone, it seems, is ready for a break and a chance for 
a little well-deserved “personal time,” we need to 
recognize that all time belongs to God. 

Most Christians must admit that they have already 
segmented their lives into “God's time” vs. the “rest 
of our lives.” So much of our days evaporates into gro-
cery shopping, meetings, commuter traffic snarls, 
refereeing sibling squabbles, housecleaning and yard 
work, writing reports, keeping coworkers informed, 

keeping bosses informed, preparing meals and prepar-
ing for tomorrow's onslaught, that we struggle to 
“find time” for God. At best, we schedule a Bible 
study here, a half-hour of prayer there, and a scant 
hour of “worship” once a week. 

The problem with this attitude is that we can't 
segment life into “God times” vs. “god-less times.” 
Christians don't find time for God. We find God's 

time in all our time. If we 
are truly “in Christ” (Rom. 
8:1), then Christ's Spirit fills 
us at every moment of our 
day. In everything we do, we 
can find God and serve God. 
Christians don't take “time 
off” from being Christians 
any more than our hearts can 
take “time off” from beating. 
On a sticky July day, we are 
as fully immersed in God's 
time as we are singing “Silent 
Night” on Christmas Eve or 

proclaiming “Christ is risen” on Easter morning. The 
many events of our lives are the canvas in which God 
is at work in filling our lives with the color of His 
love! 

So instead of taking time off from church this 
summer, plan on making “Fellowship time,” BBQ-
time,” “Youth-time,” and anytime—God-time! In do-
ing so, we will reflect the image of Christ more and 
more. 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Paul Wenz 

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON: 
JULY 11TH @ 6 PM 

 

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:  
JULY 20TH  @ 6 PM 

June 26, 2011, 
Faith’s Fellow-
ship Brunch had 
a great turn-out 
for a Memorial 
Day Weekend. 
At right (front 
from left) are: 
Suzanne Shaffer, 
Gladys Formoe 
and Terry Lynn 
Mortensen en-
joying some 
baked goods. 



 

 

Pastor Wenz with offering 
plates overflowing with change 

to change lives! 

Teri-Lynn teaching, “Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord!” 

 

June 25 — July 1, 2011 
VBS Sunday, July 3, 10:30 a.m. 

Fun Time in the Summer Time! 
 

VBS A-V Team: Jon Cross & Emily 
Wenz kept the music going! 

 
“Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life!” 

 Revelation 2:10   

Pastor of Faith—Paul Wenz, “Jungle Expedition Guide” 
Faith Lutheran        Office           Website 
4785 Jackson St.      951-689-2626       www.faithriverside.org 

 

VBS OFFERING  
     Our Faith VBS offering on 
Friday was $54  for a final 
total raised for our malaria 
project of over $200! That will 
help protect 20 children  in 
Africa by purchasing 20 
mosquito nets. Thank you for 
all those pennies, nickels and 
dimes to help stop the spread 
o f  m a l a r i a  t h r o u g h 
www.lutheranmalaria.org.  
The VBS offerings help make 
a difference in children’s lives! 

Day 5 
$200 

$146 
Day 3-4 

Day 1-2 
$20 

VBS OFFERING PROJECT 
MALARIA INITIATIVE 

The “A-V Team” 

Jeweled Journeys End—Jesus 
Prepares our Heavenly Home! 

Slip-n-
Slide 

Junior Olea makes a splash at VBS! 



 

 

Church Council, Youth Ministry Director 
 

Today’s youth will one day serve as tomorrow’s 
adult role models. To help ensure that our youth 
develop into mature Christian disciples, Faith 
Lutheran is committed to providing a youth ministry 
that promotes spiritual growth, Christian fellowship, 
and involvement in the work of the Lord. 

Serving on the church council as a Youth 
Ministry Director or associate member on a youth 
committee can be a rewarding, fulfilling experience. 
Responsibilities of serving in this ministry include 
the following: Planning social activities that enable 
young people to enjoy fellowship and growth in 
membership; facilitating opportunities that involve 
our youth in service activities; Christian outreach, 
helping organize and plan Bible Study and an 
annual Youth Sunday. Serving as a Christian role 
model, available for advice and counseling. 

Currently we have a vacancy on the church 

Council representing Youth Ministry for our 
church. With the addition of our new Youth 
Worker, Chris Bodiford, this ministry is growing 
and you would not be “on your own” in helping 
organize this important ministry at Faith.   

Serving in youth ministry, either on the council 
or on a planning committee does not mean you 
have to be a professional youth councilor, or 
have children within the age range of our youth 
ministry. One simply needs to be devoted to the 
Lord, and dedicated to the spiritual growth and 
nurturing of our young people.  

If you are interested in serving in this capacity, 
people contact Pastor Wenz or Jamie Creacy, 
our congregational President.  
  
 In His Service,      

 Karen Rice 

 Stewardship Director 

Christopher Bodiford, recently re-
turned on June 5, 2011, from a mission 
trip to Paris, France, with other stu-
dents from California Baptist Univer-
sity. The trip was sponsored by many 
members of Faith, who are eager to 
see God work through the contagious 
evangelism of Chris.  

Unlike his mission trip to India last 
summer, Chris met much more oppo-
sition to the sharing of the Gospel in 
this modern European city. People in 
France just don’t see any need for the 
Gospel or Jesus today, Chris shared. It 
is much more difficult to talk to people 
about the Savior when they don’t see 
anything they need saving from!  

Chris’ love for evangelism might 
not have met with open arms in 
France, but they do at Faith! As our 
congregation moves forward to ad-
dress the needs of the youth, Chris has 
been hired to be Faith’s part-time 
youth worker. Working with Pastor 
Wenz and the elders, Chris will over-
see junior and senior high youth ac-
tivities and Bible Studies. However, he 
has greater aspirations as he plans on 
many “All Youth Events” during the 
summer. Giving the children of our 
church a taste of what fun there is to 
be had when they get into Jr. High is a 
great way of building our Youth 
Group of tomorrow.  

This ministry will need many vol-
unteers to be successful. So step up to 
share the load and keep praying! Chris Bodiford serving at the Mis-

sion Trip Fund-raiser last March. 



 

 

HEALTH NOTES  
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, CIC, FCN, Parish Nurse 

marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org  
 

 

JULY 2011: 

SUMMER SAFETY 
     HOME, SWEET HOME… As we enjoy the warmer 
weather of summer, we also find ourselves facing risks asso-
ciated with warm weather activities – the swimming pool, 
barbecue grill, gardening tools and chemicals, to name a few.  
What can we do to make our homes safer? 
     The Home Safety Council recognizes the need to educate 
and help us with tips for safer work and play. Here are a few 
of the tips they offer to make your home safe from common 
hazards such as falls, fires, and poisonings.   
 
For the do-it-yourself crowd:  In just one year, the State of 
Home Safety in America Report noted that emergency de-
partments report more than 300,000 ER visits due to injuries 
with home workshop equipment!  What you can do… 
 Keep a stocked first aid kit nearby 
 Post emergency phone numbers, including the national 

Poison Control Hotline (1-800-222-1222) by each phone 
 If you decide to install a fire extinguisher in your home, 

contact your local fire department to learn how to select 
the right extinguisher and use it correctly 
 Keep hazardous materials out of children’s reach – place 

them in upper cabinets or lock ‘em up! 
 With any product, check warnings and content labels to 

identify hazards 
 Follow manufacturer’s instructions! 
 Use gasoline as a motor fuel only – only use outdoors, and 

store in a vented container in a garage or shed, away from 
children’s reach 
 Consider wearing hard hats, safety vests, protective eye 

shields and ear plugs 
 If someone else is watching or helping you with your pro-

jects, insist they wear safety gear too 
 Keep your work area free of clutter 
 Don’t wear loose or dangling clothing or jewelry that may 

get caught in moving parts of machines 
 Unplug any power tool before troubleshooting 
 Follow basic ladder safety rules – place the ladder on a 

level surface, wear rubber soled shoes to avoid slipping, 
and don’t place tools or paint cans on the ladder’s steps 
(trip-and-fall hazards) 

 
Grilling safety:  According to the National Fire Prevention 
Association (NFPA), gas and charcoal grills cause over 1,000 
building fires and 3,400 outdoor fires on home properties 
each year… to make sure your grill doesn’t go up in flames, 
they recommend the following: 
 Designate the grilling area a “no play zone” until the grill 

is completely cool  

 Position the grill at least ten feet from house or shrubs 
 Only use starter fluid made for charcoal grills 
 Before using a gas  grill, always check the connection  

between the propane  tank and  the fuel line  – if you  
suspect a leak (don’t use a match to check it!) , turn the 
gas off immediately and don’t attempt to light the grill 
until the leak is fixed 

 
 Never bring a barbecue grill indoors, or use in an unven-

tilated space (both a fire and carbon monoxide hazard) 
 
Swimming safety and pool maintenance: 
 Always practice adult supervision around any body of 

water – don’t leave older kids in charge of younger kids 
at the pool 
 Install four-sided fencing that blocks direct access to the 

pool from the home – pool fencing should be at least five 
feet high and have self closing/self locking gates 
 Position gate latches out of the reach of young children 
 Never prop the gate open or disable the latch 
 Keep the pool area free of debris, clutter and pool toys – 

enforce a “no running or pushing” rule 
 Use plastic glasses or cups at poolside, never glass 
 Always keep pool and hot tub covers locked when not in 

use, and remove covers completely before swimming 
 Require poor or inexperienced swimmers to wear a life 

vest while at poolside 
 Keep poolside rescue equipment close by – including a 

sturdy, lightweight pole (10-12 ft. long) and a ring buoy 
with attached line – teach kids that these are safety tools, 
not toys! 
 Lock all pool chemicals in a secure cabinet out of chil-

dren’s reach – chlorine-based pool care products can be 
explosive if not handled correctly, so follow manufac-
turer’s instructions for use and store away from heat 
sources 

 
 

For more valuable tips on home safety, go to 
www.homesafetycouncil.org, www.statefarm.com/

learning/be_safe/home 
or simply “Google” Home Safety Tips… these and other 
websites provide resources to help you teach family mem-
bers and folks at work about safety – you can access a vari-
ety of tools and checklists about preventing fires, falls, chok-
ing, drowning, and a variety of other dangers in our homes. 



 

 

If we missed any birthdays or anni-
versaries, please contact the church  

secretary. Thanks 

Brad Hellickson 7-2 
Ty Mehlberg  7-4 
William Powell 7-5 
Eloise Trost   7-10 
Sarah Tikkanen 7-11 
Samantha Scholl 7-12 
Joe Galusha  7-14 
Teonie Galusha 7-17 
Jennifer Lapyrne 7-17 
Hayden Eads  7-20 
Peg Sturtevant 7-20 
Candy Pawell  7-21 
Sharon Dawson 7-23 
Forrest Fulk  7-23 
Margaret Randolph 7-23 

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP —  0   
 

LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP —  0 
 

Membership stands at:  224 Baptized,         183 Confirmed 

L.H. “Swede” Carlson 7-30 
Bradley Carpenter 7-31 
Joey Fairclough 7-31 
Gladys Formoe  7-31 
Rev. Lowell Siebrass 7-31 

Rocco & Lynn Tito 7-8  Stanley & Laura Shatford 7-13 

Delbert & Caroline Schroeder  7-15  Louis & Delilah Dooley  7-18 

L.H. & Geri Carlson 7-19  Joe Pagan & Jeanne Kenlon  7-26 

 Calling all Jr. and Senior High Youth! Join Faith’s new Youth Worker, Chris 
Bodiford, Saturday evenings for our new Youth Group Meetings, beginning July 
23rd at 6:00 pm!  
 We will meet in the fellowship hall We will also have some time in God’s Word, 
and play some games outside with lots of fun and fellowship for all! Bring a friend! 

Chris Bodiford is going to “Sky High” in Costa Mesa, Tuesday, July 19th. This is 
a warehouse covered with trampolines!  Cost: $12 for 2 hours of jumping! Meet 
at church at 10 a.m. To sign up, call Chris at (951) 553-4800 for more info. A 
pre-signed parental consent form is needed to jump. Adult drivers and chaper-
ones needed! 
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COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT! 
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus 

“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become righteousness of God.” 
— 1 Corinthians 5:21b 

Jesus took our sin & death 
and in exchange — week by week — we receive 

      forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God. 

Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays: 
 

  
 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH                         
4785 Jackson Street                            
Riverside, CA 92503                                                                                                
 
 
 
TIME SENSITIVE                                                               RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
GOD BLESS THOSE WHO DELIVER THIS! 
 

8:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
   

9:15 am  Sunday School  and Adult Bible Class  
 Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult) 
 to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word. 

   
10:30 am 

 

 Contemporary Praise Service 
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