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How does God
“bring His
Children home”?
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services
8:00 a.m.
Traditional
10:30 a.m.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:15 a.m.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:15 a.m.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
God’s Listening People
Mothers are fond of telling their
children: "God gave you two ears
and only one mouth, so that you
would listen twice as much as you
talk!" Perhaps that truism has been
forgotten. We live in a world where
people are too eager to talk rather
than listen—both to others and to
God. We see this on so many reality
shows on TV where people try to
talk over or out-talk each other. It
is as true on the Internet, where
there seems to be an unending
number of “voices” striving to make
their mark and attract an audience
to hear them (like on
YouTube, where anyone
can post a personal
video). We would do
well to listen to God’s
Word where it says:
“Everyone should be quick
to listen [and] slow to
speak” (James 1:19). Lis-

tening is a lost art, yet
is one that God’s people
need to develop in order to know God’s will.
One thing that listening does is
allow others to see and experience
our love and respect for them.
When you listen to someone, they
know you care and are more likely
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to listen to you
then. A relationship
can only grow when
people willingly submit to each other in
this way, as Paul
says in Eph. 5:21,
and in doing so, we
“show reverence for
Christ.”
Another reason to be a listener is
that "faith comes from hearing the
message, and the message is heard
through the word of Christ" (Romans
10:17). Our faith grows when we are
ready and eager to listen to God’s
Word through Bible
study and by being in
worship services, as Martin Luther expressed in
the meaning of the third
commandment: “We
must fear and love God,
so that we will not look
down on preaching or
God’s Word, but consider it holy, listen to it
willingly, and learn it.”
We, however, are often like the
priest Eli and the boy Samuel, both
the experienced and the inexperienced servants of God, who took three
times before they were able to sit and
hear God's
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Word when God called out (1 Sam 3:1-10). In life,
we may not expect God to be calling us personally. And sometimes, we just don’t want to listen.
Yet when this happens, God does not give up on
us but keeps on calling, keeps on inviting us to
listen to Him alone. It is encouraging to know that
God wants to talk to us and will give us many
chances to hear Him.
That’s where the other “half” of prayer comes
in. Since prayer is a dialog with God where we
talk and listen, we need to remember to listen for
our prayers to be complete; and, it
is in the listening that we meet God!
Think about how many times in
Scripture people hear rather than
see God! Samuel heard God speaking
to him in his room at night (1 Sam
3), Moses heard God speak to him
from the burning bush (Exodus 3),
the three closest disciples of Jesus
heard the voice of the Father coming
from the cloud when Jesus was
transfigured in glory (Matt 17). In fact, it was the
voice of God that created all things in the beginning with his words, “Let there be Light” (Gen
1:3). It is no wonder then, that Jesus is God’s
“Word [who] became flesh” (John 1:14), since it
is more important to listen to Jesus than to see
Him when it comes to faith, as Jesus said to Thomas after the resurrection, “Blessed are those
who have not seen yet believe” (John 20:29).
How can we become a more “listening
church?” Jesus said that when we responded to
the cry of one in need, we were listening to His
own voice: “whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matt
25:40). Listening to the voices of people of every
age is one way to improve. Are we listening to the
needs of our youth? Do we understand their trials
and temptations in the world today? If not, we
will not see the importance of serving them better. We cannot let our youth slip away from the
church because we weren’t willing to listen to
their cries for spiritual care. We are striving to do
this as we prepare to invest more ministry resources for our youth.
Also, we should recognize that God does not
just speak our own language, but that of every

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
MAY 9TH @ 6 PM

tongue. Listening to the voices of other cultures
and peoples and stepping up to serve them is another way to listen to God’s calling for us. As a
church, how can we serve the needs of those in
our community who do not speak our language?
This may mean a huge change in our comfort
level to accomplish. I believe that in America today, God is bringing the nations to us to evangelize, which is much easier that sending missionaries to every nation. Many churches in the LCMS,
and especially in our district, have answered this
call and are serving Christians
of other languages and nationalities. Are we doing all we
can to listen to those in our
community and share Christ
with them? Could this be a
ministry opportunity at Faith
that is right under our feet?
Finally, listening to each other
better is done by forgiving others. We may not hear the
words, “I’m sorry, please forgive me,” as often
as we want, but we can give others the benefit
of the doubt and listen with an ear to understanding where someone is coming from. In fact,
in Colossians 3:13, God does not say we should
wait to hear the words “I’m sorry” before we forgive, but instead, “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one
another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” Forgiveness is based on what Jesus has done for us on the
cross by forgiving us all our sins. This may mean

forgiving harsh words we hear with an understanding of the hardships another is undergoing
in their life. It may mean listening more closely
to the need behind the words so we can serve
them with Christ’s love.
One thing that is certain is that I am just as
deaf sometimes as any other Christian whom God
is talking to. So I am always working on cleaning
out my own ears so that I can better hear God
speaking to me through His Word and His people
at Faith. It is my prayer that we will all do this
together so that we may do an even greater job
of “Bringing God’s children home!”
Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz
NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
MAY 18TH @ 6 PM

April 16, 2011
In preparation for
Easter, volunteers
came to cut doorhangers and do
canvassing around
the neighborhood
to invite the community to Faith’s
annual Walk to
Calvary and Holy
Week services. At
left, Jesse and
Kiana Campuzano
and Alexis Brown
cut doorhangers.

April 23, 2011

Those who gathered for the work party & canvassing pictured
above are (from back left): Rocco Tito, Michael Tito, Joe
Kwiatkowski, Rick Ferrell, David Tito and Jamie Creacy;
(front left) Missy Creacy (holding Keira) & Jennifer LaPyrne.

Also on April 16th, a work party installed a backflow meter
that the city of Riverside required the church to get. Digging
above are Jamie Creacy and Andy Schaffer (behind him),
with Wayne Nelson supervising (back left).
During the “Walk to Calvary” Jesus (Jeremy Tito) enters Jerusalem on
Palm Sunday with His disciples (from left) Rick Ferrell & John German.

Pontius Pilate (Andy Schaffer) questions Jesus (Jeremy Tito) as the
Roman guards (Michael, left, and Rocco Tito) hold Him.

“He is not here! He is alive!” declares the angel (Paul Kwiatkowski) to the children at the empty tomb after the resurrection!

Focus on Sunday School

April 17, 2011

Faith’s newest members were brought into the congregation during the
confirmation and reception of new member’s at the Palm Sunday services. Pictured
above from the 8:00 a.m. service are (from left): Ed and Marge Miller, Lamont
Johnson, and Mary Jo and Chuck Bedard. Not pictured from the 10:30 a.m.
service were Rose Mary Sorter, Marilyn Joyce Lukkonen, and Joey Fairclough

One of the essential elements
of our education program is the
Christian education of our young
people each week on Sunday
Mornings. Every Sunday, from
9:30-10:15 a.m., Sunday School
is held for children of all ages.
In order for this program
to be successful, dedicated volunteers are serving the Lord as
Sunday School teachers. A person does not need to be a professional educator to teach Sunday
School. curriculum materials are
provided and guidance is available from Pastor or any member
of the team. Faith’s Commission
of Christian Education has
worked very hard to build this
program, with several people
volunteering to serve as teachers. More volunteers are very
needed to be a part of this ministry. Please contact Heather Olea
or Pastor Wenz if you feel called
to serve our Lord in this way.

April 23, 2011

The Easter Bunny showed up again this year
for a photo fund raiser to benefit Faith’s ministries. Andy Schaffer donned the suit with his
wife, Suzanne beside him

The children’s egg toss was a hit (literally) as
half the contestants found that the yolk was
on them!
Children’s egg dying and crafts were run by
Kelly Duerfeldt (l), Lynn Tito & Karen Rice.

HEALTH NOTES
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, CIC, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org

MAY:

FOOD ALLERGY
AWARENESS
Food allergies affect an estimated 12 million Americans, and
cause symptoms ranging from mild (rashes, hives, itching,
swelling) to severe reactions (difficulty breathing, wheezing,
loss of consciousness, even fatal). These reactions occur when
the immune system mistakenly overreacts and attacks a food
protein as an “enemy” of the body, triggering the sudden release
of chemicals, including histamines. Eight foods account for 90%
of all food allergies: peanuts; tree nuts such as pecans, almonds,
cashews, etc.); milk (cow, sheep or goat); eggs; soy; wheat; fish;
and shellfish. Allergies to peanuts, tree nuts, fish and shellfish
are considered life-long allergies, while those to milk and eggs
are sometimes “outgrown”. Some people are so sensitive, they
don’t have to eat the food – they may have an allergic reaction
just from touching or inhaling powder or dust containing its proteins!
TYPES OF ALLERGIC REACTIONS
Reactions range from oral allergy syndrome (also called
pollen-food syndrome) in which people suffer “hay fever”-like
symptoms (itchy lips, mouth and/or throat) when they eat raw
fruits or vegetables, due to pollen crossover – they may be able
to eat the same foods when cooked, because the allergen proteins are heat-sensitive and are de-activated in the cooking process. Among the foods commonly associated with oral allergy
syndrome are apple, carrot, peach, cherry, nuts (almonds, hazelnuts), tomatoes, melons, cucumbers, kiwi and bananas. People
may react to just a few, not all, of these foods.
FOOD FACT: Food allergy is believed to be the leading
cause of anaphylaxis outside the hospital setting: annual
emergency room visits due to food-induced anaphylaxis in
the US ranges from 50,000 to 125,000
Eosinophilic esophagitis is another condition that can be
triggered by food allergies: large numbers of eosinophils (a type
of blood cell) invade the esophagus, the tube connecting the
mouth to the stomach. Symptoms vary with age: with infants
and toddlers, feeding difficulty such as irritability or poor weight
gain may be noted. Older children may complain of regurgitation, vomiting, heartburn or “belly pain”. Adults may experience
“chest pain”, difficulty swallowing or a feeling that food “gets
stuck” when they swallow. They may feel the need to drink
large quantities of liquids when eating solid foods.
The most serious allergic reaction, anaphylaxis, happens
rapidly, causes severe symptoms and may result in death. This
type of reaction may be caused by foods, medications, insect
stings or contact with materials such as latex (natural rubber
products) in the environment. Individuals who have a personal
or family history of allergic conditions, such as asthma, eczema
or hay fever are at risk; those with asthma in addition to food

allergies may be at increased risk for having a life-threatening
anaphylactic reaction to foods. An anaphylactic reaction may
begin with tingling, itching or a metallic taste in the mouth.
Other symptoms may include hives, flushing (a feeling of
warmth), wheezing or other difficulty breathing, coughing,
swelling of the mouth and throat, vomiting, diarrhea, cramping,
a drop in blood pressure, or loss of consciousness. The reaction
may begin within several minutes to hours after exposure, but
reactions may get worse over time – it’s critical to get medical
help promptly!
DIAGNOSIS
A skin prick test, patch test or blood test for IgE antibodies
(the body’s response to the “invader”) is commonly used to
determine whether an allergy exists, and to what substances
(plant pollens, animals, foods, medicines, etc.) A skin prick test
is usually less expensive and can be done in a doctor’s office.
Positive skin prick tests or immunoassay test results will
show that IgE is present in the body, but cannot alone predict
what reaction would occur if the patient were to eat an allergycausing food. The results of the tests are combined with other
information, such as a history of symptoms and the result of a
“food challenge” to determine whether a food allergy exists.

HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOURSELF
Get educated about food allergies… then educate others
about what you need to avoid, the symptoms of an allergic
reaction, and how they can help in an allergy emergency
Follow up with your doctor or allergist if you’ve had a severe reaction
If you’ve been prescribed self-injectable epinephrine (i.e.,
EpiPen® or Twinject®) to counteract histamine reaction,
carry it at all times.
Teach yourself and others how to use the epinephrine autoinjector: practice until it becomes “second nature”
Wear medical identification jewelry (e.g., MedicAlert®)
that notes your allergy
Encourage your churches, schools, employers to recognize
and promote Food Allergy Awareness: go to
www.foodallergy.org and check the “Get Involved” section
of their website for great resources that can be used for
elementary schools, teens, and corporate education programs. Remember, in the event of a food-related lifethreatening reaction, your ability to save lives depends on
* allergy education and awareness
* avoiding allergens (“trigger” foods) and
* immediate treatment of anaphylaxis
For more information about food allergies, go to:
www.foodallergy.org
“Food Allergy Action Plan”
“How to Read a Label”
www.aaaai.org/patients/publicedmat/tips/
“Tips to Remember: What is an Allergic Reaction?”
“Fact Sheet: Food Allergies and Reactions”

Rick Bodiford
Delany Creacy
Jamie Creacy
Karen Rice
Caliee Falkenberg
Rose Mary Sorter
Heather Rice
Adam Cammorata
Anna Wahlstrom
Heather Carpenter
Mac Cameron
Joe Kwiatkowski
Amanda Hernandez
Brendon Duerfeldt
Josh Creacy

5-2
5-2
5-3
5-6
5-7
5-7
5-9
5-11
5-11
5-16
5-17
5-17
5-20
5-21
5-23

Rocco Tito
Fred Powell
Don Donaldson
Kelly Duerfeldt
Vivian Criswell
Ruby Doucette

If we missed any birthdays or anniversaries ,
please contact the church secretary. Thanks

Tom & Evie Horvath

5-2

Wayne & Joellyn Nelson

5-23

Edwin & Ruby Doucette

5-3

Vern & Gladys Formoe

5-29

Rev. Paul & Kedma Wenz

5-9

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 3

Rose Mary Sorter
Joey Fairclough
Lamont Johnson

(Reaffirmation of Faith)
(Adult Baptism & Confirmation)
(Adult Confirmation)

LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
Membership stands at:

223 Baptized,

182 Confirmed

A mother's love determines how
We love ourselves and others.
There is no sky we'll ever see
Not lit by that first love.

How much I owe you for the kiss
That told me who I was!
The greatest gift--a love of life-Lay laughing in your eyes.

Stripped of love, the universe
Would drive us mad with pain;
But we are born into a world
That greets our cries with joy.

Because of you my world still has
The soft grace of your smile;
And every wind of fortune bears
The scent of your caress.

Copyright by Nicholas Gordon

5-23
5-28
5-29
5-29
5-30
5-30
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Mon
3

Tue
4

Wed

Thu

May
1

25
Food Distribution
10:15 am
11:00 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

6 pm Board of
Directors

11:00 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

Treasure Box Order
Deadline
18

11
Food Distribution
10:15 am
11:00 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

11:00 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

Sun

6 pm Women’s Bible
study
10

17

24

31

26
L.E. & Bible Study @
10 am

19
L.E. & Bible Study @
10 am

12
L.E. & Bible Study @
10 am

5
L.E. & Bible Study @
10 am

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

9

30
OFFICE CLOSED

6 pm Women’s Bible
study

23

6 pm Women’s Bible
study

16

6 pm elders
6 pm Women’s Bible
study

8
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

MOTHER’S DAY
15
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

VOTER’S ASSEMBLY
11:45 AM

22
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship & Confirmation
Sunday

29
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

Memorial Day

6

Fri

Sat

7
Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @
7:30am

13

14
Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @
7:30am

Altar Guild 9 am

20

Treasure Box Dist.
10:30 am

LMWL @ 10 am

21
Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @
7:30am

27

28
Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @
7:30am

2011

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become righteousness of God.”
— 1 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays:

8:00 am

Traditional Worship Service

9:15 am

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 am

Contemporary Praise Service
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