
 

 

FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK… 
Pastor Paul Wenz 
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How does God 

“bring His  

Children home”? 

Through YOU! 

When YOU invite 

them to hear 

the Word of God 

with YOU! 

 

Invite 

a family member, 

neighbor,  

Co-worker, fellow  

student, or friend 

to join YOU on 

Sunday 

in attending. 

 

Worship  

Services 

8:00 a.m.  

Traditional 

10:30 a.m.  

Contemporary 

 

Sunday School 

available Pre-K to 

High School 

at 9:15 a.m. 

Adult Bible Study 

Classes 

at 9:15 a.m. 
 
 

God to provide for her 
daily bread. She was 
living out the Jesus’ 
command in Matthew 
6:19-21 that says, “Do 
not store up for your-
selves treasures on 
earth, where moth 
and rust destroy, and where thieves break 
in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven… 21For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
Are there benefits to giving that may have 
escaped us in our busy modern lives? 

We are a society that judges every-
thing and everyone according to monetary 
value. We assume that if something costs 
a lot, it must be good—if another version 
costs even more, it must be better. That 
is why when some colleges have raised 
their tuitions, their enrollments have 
swelled. If it costs more, it must be bet-
ter. 

Consumers demand big bangs for their 
bucks. It is no longer enough to give peo-
ple what they pay for. We insist on get-
ting something more as well. Some perk, 
some freebie, or even some intangible 
incentive, must accompany all our pur-
chases. Buy a dozen bagels…get one more 
free. “Super-
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“The Widow’s Might” 
Stewardship is a subject that makes 

many in the church squeamish. The 
problem is people think that money 
issues should not be the concern of the 
church. The Bible, however, has much 
to say on the use of our money! Learn-
ing how to be wise with the resources 
God has given us is an on-going part of 
spiritual growth for all of us. 

Jesus commented on an important 
example of stewardship in Mark 12:41-
44 where a widow put in two small 
copper coins, called “mites,” into the 
Temple offerings. Compared to the 
gold coins of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
this widow’s offering was minuscule! 
Yet Jesus praises her gift by saying, “I 
tell you the truth, this poor widow has 
put more into the treasury than all the 
others. They all gave out of their 
wealth; but she, out of her poverty, 
put in everything—all she had to live 
on” (Mark 12:43b-44).  

Hers was a gift of love! It was an 
exercise of faith that trusted in       



 

 

size” your fast food order…for just 60 cents more. Pay 
80 bucks to stay in a cheap motel…but get a compli-
mentary “continental” breakfast. Do we sometimes 
think of our giving to the Lord in the same way? 

In a day and age where people always want more 
value for their money and expect benefits from every-
thing which they buy, God calls us to a different mind-
set. What happens if we let the scales fall from our 
eyes? What happens if we use a set of standards not 
based on monetary values or worldly success to view 
this widow? Instead, we see a devoted woman not 
afraid to give all she has to God. We hear Jesus pro-
claim that this widow has made a genuine sacrifice, 
has given her “whole life” because of her faith. We 
then look ahead to a vision of Jesus hanging on a 
cross—making the ultimate sacrifice, giving his “whole 
life” for the sake of yet another bankrupt institution 
known as the human race. 

If you blink hard, you can 
do it, too. It’s not too hard to 
understand that the widow’s 
mite is the might of love! 

In the book, Mother Teresa: 
The Early Years by David Por-
ter, he comments on Mother 
Teresa: “Born Agnes Boyaxhiu, 
to Albanian parents, she went 
to India in 1929 as a member of 
the Loreto Order of nuns. There 
she taught for many years and 
became headmistress of a school. In 1946, she re-
ceived her ‘call within a call’ to work with the poorest 
of the poor. By 1948, she had received permission to 
leave the Loreto order and trained in the nursing skills 
needed to carry out her calling. She prayed, ‘Oh God, 
if I cannot help these people in their poverty and their 
suffering, let me at least die with them, close to 
them, so that I can show them your love’” (Mother 
Teresa: The Early Years, 1986, p. 67). 

Wasted time and energy? Wasted might? Are the 
scales falling from our eyes? Are the standards of 
measurement changing? Simon notes: “From this sim-
ple beginning, the Missionaries of Charity have grown 

to include 4,000 sisters and brothers, 755 homes and 
1,369 medical clinics that serve 120,000 world-
wide” (p. 68).  

“But I’m no Mother Teresa,” you say. Neither was 
the widow! But God takes little and makes much of it. 
Our love for the Lord can change lives! In our church 
we have volunteer pilots who fly with Angel Flight, an 
organization that helps the disadvantaged get to 
places where they can get the appropriate diagnosis 
and treatment. We have people who help our commu-
nity’s homeless get regular food and find people who 
care about them. We have servants who work count-
less hours volunteering to keep God’s work at Faith 
going. Part of the work that needs to be done needs 
to come through our offerings. But it is not the 
amount as much as the heart that God is concerned 
with though. 

So as you pray about how God can turn your 
“mites” into His might, remem-
ber that generous giving allows 
us to see God as our provider, as 
Paul wrote: “And my God will 
meet all your needs according to 
his glorious riches in Christ Je-
sus” (Philippians 4:19). Generous 
giving allows us to overcome fi-
nancial fear and worries, as Jesus 
promised in Matthew 6:31-33, 
“So do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 

drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the pagans run 
after all these things, and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them. 33But seek first his king-
dom and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well.” As we let the Spirit lead us 
in our giving as well as our living, we might be sur-
prised at the work we can accomplish in Jesus’ name! 

May the Lord bless each of you with the heart of 
Thanksgiving now and always! 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Paul Wenz 

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON: 
NOV. 14TH @ 6 PM 

 

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:  
NOV. 16TH  @ 6 PM 



 

 

October 29,2011 

With over a hundred children and adults from the community this 
year, Faith’s Harvest Festival was a great success! Among the 
many activities, face painting was one of the popular ones. The 
Dalton’s set up the face painting table this year. Pictured above 
(from left) are Katie, Adam “Mr. Spock,” and Christie the cat Dal-
ton (painting the face of one of the children attending). 

Princesses, butterflies and angels...Oh my! The children lined up 
across the room for the ever popular calk walk! 

Getting ready for Trunk-or-Treaters, Chris Bodiford’s car looks like 
it might eat some unsuspecting children! 

Junior Olea 
dresses as a 
nerd (at left) to 
scare up some 
goodies from 
the elaborate 
trunk of the 
Carpenter fam-
ily—a trunk-or-
treat tradition at 
Faith. There 
were over 15 
cars for the chil-
dren to visit this 
year as they 
lined up after 
dark for treats! 

The Jumbo-tron 
Halloween Movie 
was shown on the 
Creacy’s trailer 
again this year. 
Helping with trh 
treats were Jamie 
Creacy and Con-
nie Barhyte (back) 
and Josh Kwiat-
kowski and De-
laney Creacy 
(front). 

Scary “mum-
m y ”  J e s s e  
Campuzano is 
hugged by his 
g randmother , 
Marluce John-
son (left) with 
grandpa Lamont 
behind.  
Cute as a Bee, 
Nicole Kwiat-
kowski (right) 
holds her candy 
with Elmo’s 
help. 



 

 

Focus on Education 
 

An old saying in education circles states, “The 
more we know, the more we grow.” Providing 
Christians with opportunities to grow in the Word 
gives us stronger foundation to reach out to others. 
Faith Lutheran supports this need with the 
establishment of the Commission of Christian 
Education. 

The Commission of Christian Education is 
responsible for the organization, budget, 
management, and supervision of the Sunday 
School, Vacation Bible School, Catechism classes 
(confirmation), and other Christian education 
programs for the children of our church and make 
decisions regarding the progress of these classes. 
The Pastor is also involved on an advisory basis 
and for teaching. Being a member of this 

commission does not mean teaching the classes 
(unless one desires to). It is the commission’s 
responsibility to recruit and equip others to 
perform these duties.  

Members who have a desire to help others 
grow in our knowledge of our Lord and Savior are 
welcome to become involved in this commission. 
Additional information can be obtained from 
Heather Olea, our current Director.  
  
 In His Service,      

 Karen Rice 

 Stewardship Director 

Faith Lutheran’s Annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner will be held on  
Sunday November 20th at 4:00 p.m. 

 
Sign—up sheets will be available 

 in Lamb’s Court 

Coming soon to the Faith Lutheran Church—personalized clothing with the LCMS 
logo or the new Youth Group logo, Faith In Action! The youth group will be doing 
an ongoing fundraiser with logo clothing and church-wide classified ads on the site. 
Go to  http://site.rlogostore-faithlutheranriv.com/index.html to see what’s offered. 
Anyone in the church who wants to place a classified ad can do so for free for the 
first 3 weeks after we start up the on-line store. Please contact Pastor Wenz for more 
information! Donations are made on every purchase which will benefit the Church’s 
Youth Group! Please stop by “RLogoStore” often and look for updates and monthly 
specials. 



 

 

HEALTH NOTES  
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, CIC, FCN, Parish Nurse 

marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org  
 

NOVEMBER  2011 

FLU PREVENTION: 
“…it’s worth a shot!” 

 

WHAT IS SEASONAL INFLUENZA (“FLU”)? 
Influenza, commonly called “the flu”, is an infection of the respira-
tory system (nose, throat, lungs) which is caused by a virus. Unlike 
other viral respiratory infections (e.g., the common cold), influenza 
can cause severe illness and life-threatening complications in many 
people. 
 

WHEN IS FLU SEASON? 
The peak flu season typically occurs between November and 
March, but the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(“CDC”) monitors circulating flu viruses and related disease activ-
ity from early October through May. 

 

WHO CAN GET THE FLU? 
 ANYONE!  Each year in the USA, between 5% and 20% of the 
population gets the flu, and 200,000 are hospitalized from flu-
related complications. Flu seasons can be severe and unpredictable: 
over the 30-year period between 1976 and 2006, flu-related deaths 
ranged from a low of about 3,000 to a high of about 49,000 per 
year.  

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS? 
The flu can cause mild to severe illness, and at times can lead to 
death. The flu is different from a cold –  

 

Symptoms The common cold The flu 

FEVER Rare with a cold Common, typically 3-4 days 

COUGH Mucus-producing, usually 
mild to moderate 

Non-mucus producing (dry), 
may become severe 

B O D Y 
ACHES 

Slight, not common Common, sometimes severe 

S T U F F Y 
NOSE 

Quite common with cold Sometimes present with flu 

CHILLS Uncommon, but may develop 
if bacterial infection joins virus 

Chills are common with flu 

FATIGUE, 
WEAKNESS 

May accompany cold, usu-
ally quite mild 

Tiredness is common, may 
last 2-3 weeks 

SNEEZING Quite common with a cold Not common with the flu 

EXTREME 
EXHAUSTION 

Never occurs with a cold A frequent symptom of flu, 
may strike early, suddenly 
with flu 

HEADACHE Rare with a cold Very common, often domi-
nant feature with flu 

S O R E 
THROAT 

Quite common with a cold Sometimes occurs with flu 

CHEST 
D I S C O M -
FORT 

Mild to moderate with a cold Is often severe with flu 

(This chart is for general educational purposes only: it is not a substitute for medi-
cal advice. Always consult your doctor with questions about your individual condi-
tions and/or circumstances!) 
 
HOW IS THE FLU SPREAD? 
All flu is caused by viruses that infect the nose, throat and lungs: 
it is highly contagious because it is spread when an infected per-
son coughs or sneezes, and contact with surfaces or items that 
have been touched by hands contaminated with the viruses may 
also spread the infection. 
 
SO, HOW CAN I AVOID THE FLU? 
▪ Get a flu vaccination each year!  Remember that the flu viruses 
are constantly changing, so a new vaccine must be made each 
year.  
▪ Protect yourself from folks who are coughing and sneezing, and  
▪ Wash your hands often and thoroughly, especially before touch-
ing eyes, nose, mouth, and before handling food for yourself and 
others! 
 
AM I AT RISK FOR COMPLICATIONS? 
Most people who get the flu will have mild illness and recover in 
less than two weeks. Some people, however, are more likely to 
get flu complications that result in being hospitalized or may 
even result in death.  Pneumonia, bronchitis, sinus infections and 
ear infections are examples of flu-related complications. The flu 
can make chronic illnesses worse – for example, people with 
asthma may experience asthma attacks while they have the flu, 
and people with other chronic diseases (heart disease, lung dis-
ease, kidney disease, diabetes, etc.) may find these conditions get 
worse when their immune systems are also struggling with influ-
enza infection. People at high risk for complications include the 
following: 
 

▪ children younger than 5, but especially younger than 2 
▪ adults 65 years of age and older 
▪ pregnant women 
▪ people who have medical conditions including 
 ▪ asthma 
 ▪ neurological conditions (disorders of the brain, spinal 
  cord and muscles such as muscular dystrophy, 
  cerebral palsy, seizure disorders, strokes) 
 ▪ chronic lung diseases (COPD, cystic fibrosis) 
 ▪ heart diseases (congenital heart disease, coronary 
  artery disease, congestive heart failure) 
 ▪ blood disorders (sickle cell disease, leukemia) 
 ▪ endocrine diseases (e.g., diabetes) 
 ▪ kidney disease (renal failure) 
 ▪ liver disorders 

▪weakened immune systems due to disease or 
  medications, e.g., people with HIV/AIDS, cancer, 
 or those on long-term steroid therapy 
▪ people who are morbidly obese (body mass index 
 [BMI] of 40 or greater) 

  
IS THERE TREATMENT FOR THE FLU? 
Yes, if you get sick, there are drugs that can treat flu illness. They 
are called anti-viral drugs and they can make your illness milder, 
and help you feel better faster. They are available through doc-
tors’ offices (prescription, not over-the-counter). 
 

       
        

 

For more information, go to: 
www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa 

www.webmd.com/cold-and-flu/default.htm 
www.flu.gov 



 

 

If we missed any birthdays  
or anniversaries,  

please contact the  
church secretary.  

Thanks! 

Leslie Powell 11-2 
Larry Phipps  11-5 
Suzanne Johnson Antim 11-7 
Tom Horvath 11-8 
Diane Feinauer 11-13 
Noami Dooley 11-17 
Hailea Eads  11-20 
Delilah Dooley 11-21 
Jeremy Tito 11-21 
Shirley Valk 11-24 
Brian Michaud 11-25 
 

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP —  0    

LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP —  1 Gladys Formoe, who was called home on Oct. 8, 2011.  
Membership stands at:  223 Baptized,         182 Confirmed 

Diana Klaub 11-28 
Early DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Stephanie Michaud 12-3 
Kim Carpenter 12-4 

Gunther & Heather Svika  11-4 
Don & Carolyn Donaldson   11-5 
Jamie & Missy Creacy  11-14 
Andy & Suzanne Shaffer  11-15 
Carlos & Heather Olea   11-23 
Lonnie & Elaine Mehlberg   11-26 

Join us Sunday, November 20, 2011 for our next New Member Welcome! 
New members to Join: Susan Kruger, Robert Guida, and Richard Brewer through reaffirmation of faith 

and Barbara “Buttons” Miller, through Transfer. 

• The Plymouth Pilgrims were the first to 
celebrate the Thanksgiving. 

• The Pilgrims sailed across the Atlantic 
Ocean to reach North America. 

• They sailed on the ship, which was 
known by the name of 'Mayflower'. 

• They celebrated the first Thanksgiving 
Day at Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

• The Wampanoag Indians were the peo-
ple who taught the Pilgrims how to cultivate 
the land. 

• The Pilgrim leader, Governor William 
Bradford, had organized the first Thanksgiv-
ing feast in 1621. He invited the neighboring 
Wampanoag Indians to the feast. 
• The first Thanksgiving celebration lasted 
three days. 

• Benjamin Franklin wanted the turkey to 
be the national bird of the United States. 

• Sarah Josepha Hale, an American maga-
zine editor, persuaded Abraham Lincoln to 
declare Thanksgiving a national holiday. She 
is also the author of the popular nursery 
rhyme "Mary Had a Little Lamb" 

• A b r ah a m L in co ln  i s s u ed  a 
'Thanksgiving Proclamation' on third Octo-
ber 1863 and officially set aside the last 
Thursday of November as the national day 
for Thanksgiving. 

• The annual Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade tradition began in the 1920's. 

• In 1939, President Roosevelt proclaimed 
that Thanksgiving would take place on No-
vember 23rd, not November 30th, as a way 
to spur economic growth and extend the 
Christmas shopping season. 

·
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COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT! 
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus 

“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become righteousness of God.” 
— 1 Corinthians 5:21b 
Jesus took our sin & death 

and in exchange — week by week — we receive 
      forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God. 

Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays: 
 

  
 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH                         
4785 Jackson Street                            
Riverside, CA 92503                                                                                                
 
 
 
TIME SENSITIVE                                                               RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
GOD BLESS THOSE WHO DELIVER THIS! 
 

8:00 am  Traditional Worship Service 
   

9:15 am  Sunday School  and Adult Bible Class  
 Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult) 
 to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word. 

   
10:30 am 

 

 Contemporary Praise Service 
 
 

NONPROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

RIVERSIDE, CA  
PERMIT NO. 890 


