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How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:20 A.M.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
Take a Hike!

The Christian Faith is a “movement”
of the Spirit, not an establishment.
Let’s hit the road!
I’ll never forget the summer of ’87.
Walking atop the walls of the ancient city
of Jerusalem; talking in the sights and
sounds of the marketplaces inside the Old
City; walking the Via Dolorosa, “The Way
of Sorrows,” that Jesus may have walked
on the way through Jerusalem to the cross;
and of course standing on the Temple
Mount where Jesus Himself taught and worshipped 2000 years ago!
Traveling through Israel that summer
was not only educational—I was there
on an archaeological
dig with UC Berkeley at Tel Dor on the
Mediterranean
coast—it was also a
deeply religious experience. I spent
most of my weeks
there moving dirt
and rocks in the
100+ degree heat, occasionally finding an
ancient artifact. However, on the weekends, I was able to leave the kibbutz and
travel around.
There’s nothing like standing on the
shore of the Sea of Galilee to help you im-
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agine being among the
crowds that heard Jesus
teach and be miraculously fed by Him (John
6); or to be on the
Mount of Olives where
Jesus was arrested; or
to look into the Garden
tomb where Jesus’ body
could not be contained after the third day
when He rose from the dead!
Such religious experiences do not take
place inside a church but outdoors! Isn’t it
high time for the church to discover what lies
outside its doors—out in the world of natural
creation and the world
of human culture? It is
time to do whatever it
takes to get the church
out-of-doors—to get the
church into the world,
to get the church out
into creation. As the
Book of Proverbs put it:
“Wisdom shouts in the
street” (1:20, NAS).
Wisdom does not shout
from the structure and hierarchy of the
church (which for many mainline denominations has become increasingly adaptive of the
culture around us). When the church itself,
rather than the mission of God in the world,
becomes the object
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of the Christian faith, it is time to hear the words: “Open
the door.”
You are probably familiar with the picture of Warner
Sallman’s “Christ at the Door.” It pictures Jesus standing
outside in an unkept garden knocking on a rusty- hinged
door without handles, waiting for someone inside to hear
and answer the call to open up? Because the door had no
handle, Sallman was trying to communicate that each individual controls access to his or her heart, that Christ will
not force himself into the human heart.
There is truth in that idea, but
Sallman had it wrong. The words
“Behold I stand at the door and
knock” (Rev. 3:20) were spoken not to
the individual believer, but to the
church—to the complacent, selfsatisfied church of Laodicea. In other
words, “the door” Jesus stands at and
knocks on is not the door of the human heart, but the door of the
church, and in the case of the commercial city of Laodicea, a busy, wellto-do church filled with liturgically
proper and spiritually-lukewarm, money-making Christians.
The church has locked Jesus outside his own church! He stands there, not so much trying to
get his followers to let Him come inside to stay, but to get
them to sit down at table with Him that they might get up
and follow Him into that unkept garden and “out into the
roads and country lanes” (Luke 14:23).
At my church in Yankton South Dakota, I made a sign
that I hung above the doors as you left the church that said,
“You are now entering the Mission Field.” Outside the
Church is where we belong! We are all called to be missionaries in our homes and families, in our offices and work
places, in our schools and our circles of friends. If God loved
the world so much that God “came down to earth” to show
the enormity of that love, isn’t it about time the church
came down from its own clouds and got “down-to- earth” in
its love and concern?
This is exactly what our Church’s Visioning Team has
been discussing over the last couple of months. Meeting
with Gary Norton from our Pacific Southwest District Office

and with leaders in our community, they are preparing ideas for Faith to put our faith into action. There are a multitude of things we could do as a church to share Jesus’ love
with the world. But through prayer and the guidance of our
church’s mission to “Bring God’s Children Home,” the Visioning Team is prepared to bring some focused suggestions
of real needs within Riverside that our church can take on.
We will be hearing more of this in the fall at the next Voter’s Meeting.
The Bible instructs us to “lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily
entangles us, and ... run with endurance the race that is set before
us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of
faith” (Hebrews 12:1-3, NAS). Jesus
did not say “Follow the Way.” Jesus
said “I am the Way” and “Follow
me.” Indeed, in his last public
words in John’s Gospel, Jesus says,
“Apart from me, you can do nothing” (15:5). But the way the church
follows The Way differs with every
passing generation.
While many Lutheran churches of
previous generations could just
open the doors and people would come to their church,
those days are gone. Denominational loyalty is a thing of
the past as well for most people. We need to reach the
next generation for Christ by going to where people are
hurting and lost. We may not be able to solve all the
world’s problems, but we can sit with those who are hurting and meet the needs of God’s children who are disadvantaged and show them Christ’s love. I know that doing
this is just as amazing an experience as going to the Holy
Land because we know that Jesus is right there when we
are caring for others (Matt 25: 40). Whatever Faith decides
to do in the future to carry out our mission, we can be assured that the Holy Spirit will guide us to get outdoors and
take the Gospel to the streets!

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
Aug. 12th @ 6 PM

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
Aug. 21st @ 6 PM

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz

July 10, 2013

Enjoying the summer
warmth and playing a
little baseball, Faith’s
Youth Worker, Cheryl
Rogers, met with the
youth on July 10 at Don
Lorenzi Park. After Vacation Bible School, flyers about the picnic were
handed out to many of
the local children who
met at the park for the
event.
A free lunch was provided by the City of Riverside (weekdays during
the summer), but Cheryl
brought
watermelon,
popcorn, chips and sodas,
which brought the children in to join the fun!

Youth groups:
 ALL YOUTH EVENT (especially J YG, 2nd to 6th gr ader s)—meet Saturday, Aug. 17th at the
church at 10 am to go to Splash Kingdom (returning around 4:00 pm). If we get 15 people signed
up before Aug. 9th the cost is $19 per person otherwise it is $30 there.
 Lutheran Youth Fellowship (LYF)—7th to 12th graders Sign up today for a Day of Missions!
We will take a group to the City of Refuge in San Diego before school starts to serve the homeless
communities through the City of Refuge Mission. Contact Pastor Wenz.
NEW LAY LEADERSHIP TRAINING COURSE
Lay Leadership Training through a series of established courses, trains, equips,
and certifies men and women to assist pastors and congregations in carrying out the
Great Commission in the Pacific Southwest District of the LCMS. Each course
consists of at least 18 class hours.
A new Lay Leadership Training course will be held at Faith on Old Testament
Theology taught by Rev. Paul Wenz. The first of seven classes will begin on
Saturday, August 24 through October 5, 2013, from 9 AM – 12 Noon at Faith Lutheran
Church in the sanctuary. The cost is $200 payable to the Pacific Southwest District at
the first class session. The course is required for those desiring to become a licensed
deacon or parish ministry assistant. This is a great opportunity for elders and leaders in
the congregation to attend. The course may also be taken for personal growth in faith.
For more information contact Victoria Waufle, LLT Director at vwaufle@aol.com or
(760) 419-8898.

Faith Lutheran Church’s Board of Directors meets monthly on the third Wednesday of the month. Here are the highlights from the last meeting held on July 18, 2013.















VBS a success—good attendance between 35-45 kids throughout the week with 23 people helping out.
Visioning team met in July, has a list of community ministry opportunities. Will present to congregation & Board of Directors before the fall Voter’s Meeting.
Forrest Fulk attending the LCMS Synodical Convention in St. Louis as our Circuit Lay delegate
on June 25-29, 2013.
8/18 youth will be assisting the service, as ushers, readers
8/18 New Member class begins
8/24 Deacon class starts on Old Testament Theology, taught by Pastor Wenz
Still continuing to get false alarms in the sanctuary—looking into a new alarm
system.
Waiting for a date from Rick Ferrell to re-key the buildings
Setting up a calling system to alert member with a message about upcoming events. Will need
everyone to sign up.
Caroline Schroeder attended a LWML conference – Faith funded $400.
Youth leader to have Bible study 2nd & 3rd Sundays.
New materials for Sunday School in the fall
Looking into a short mission trip to the City of Refuge in San Diego with the Youth.
Congregation Voter’s meeting will be held in October – encourage all member to attend.

JUNIOR CONFIRMATION CLASS
For Youth in 7th—8th Grade (or any youth who have not yet been confirmed)
from 11:45 am to 1 pm
Start Date Sept. 8, 2013

Early Communion Class for all
students 5th grade and up
Pastor Wenz will be starting an Early Communion class to prepare 5th graders or other students in 5th
to 8th grade who have not yet taken this class, to receive Holy Communion. We will start on Sept. 16,
2013 and the next three Sundays after church at 2:00 pm. We will study the roots of the Lord’s Supper in the Passover, what the words of institution mean, and how to properly prepare for receiving
Holy Communion. To sign up please contact Pastor Wenz or the church office. A work book will be
provided.

New Members’ Class
Starts Sunday, Aug. 18th at 11:45 am (and at 1 pm after Sept. 8th)
This class is open to all:





Who want to learn what Faith believes and teaches
Who want to become members of Faith
Who want to renew their faith walk
Who want to study the basic teachings of Christianity

If Interested, please contact Pastor Paul

HEALTH NOTES
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org

AUGUST 2013

HEARING LOSS
& DEAFNESS
HEARING LOSS is defined as a condition (per manent or
temporary, mild or severe) that prevents a person from receiving
and understanding sounds (depending on the degree of loss, it
may have a lot or a little impact on performance or involvement
in life’s activities).
DEAFNESS is defined as a condition that pr events a per son
from receiving sound in all or most of its forms: a hearing impairment that is so severe that the person cannot process sound
information, with or without amplification (e.g., “hearing aids”).
Hearing is one of our five senses, giving us access to sounds in
the world around us… people’s voices, the honk of a car horn,
sirens or other alarms sounding safety warnings, music, and
more….
Sound is measured by its loudness (or intensity, measured in
units called decibels, or dB) and its frequency (or pitch, measured in units called hertz, or Hz). Impairments in hearing may
occur in either or both of these areas, and may exist in only one
ear or in both ears.
Hearing loss is generally described as one of four types:
▪ conductive hearing loss is caused by diseases or obstructions in
the outer or middle ear (the pathways for sounds to reach the
inner ear); conductive hearing losses usually affect all frequencies of hearing evenly, and don’t result in severe loss of hearing;
a person with a conductive hearing loss is usually able to use a
hearing aid well or can be helped medically or surgically.
▪ sensorineural hearing loss results from damage to the delicate
sensory hair cells of the inner ear, or the nerves that supply the
inner ear; these hearing losses range from mild to profound; they
often affect the person’s ability to hear certain frequencies more
than others (e.g., high vs. low pitches); even with amplification
to increase the sound level, a person with sensorineural hearing
loss may hear distorted sounds, sometimes making the use of a
hearing aid less successful.
▪ a mixed hearing loss refers to a combination of conductive and
sensorineural loss and means that a problem occurs in both the
outer or middle and the inner ear.
▪ a central hearing loss results from damage or impairment to the
nerves or nuclei of the central nervous system, either in the pathways to the brain or in the brain itself.
HOW COMMON IS HEARING LOSS & DEAFNESS?
More than 21 million persons in the USA have some degree of
hearing loss; of these, more than 50% are over 65 years of age
(age-related hearing loss, or presbycusis, is the slow loss of
hearing that occurs as people get older). But hearing loss can
occur at any age.
CAUSES & CONTRIBUTING FACTORS
Many conditions and diseases may cause hearing loss: hearing
loss can be either congenital (present at birth) or acquired (the

loss occurred after birth, due to illness or injury). Causes of
congenital hearing loss/deafness include family history; infections during pregnancy (e.g., German measles, or rubella), or
complications during pregnancy such as Rh factor, maternal
diabetes or toxicity. The most common cause of acquired hearing loss/deafness is exposure to noise (think rock concerts or
music headphones); other factors include cerumen (wax)
buildup, buildup of fluid behind the eardrum, ear infections
(otitis media), childhood diseases (e.g., mumps, measles or
chickenpox), smoking (smokers are more likely to have hearing
loss than nonsmokers) and head trauma. In any case, early detection is very important to identify effective treatment, and
beginning it promptly may delay or prevent further hearing
loss.

COMMON SIGNS OF HEARING LOSS
With age-related hearing loss, you may notice…
▪ asking people to repeat what they say
▪ thinking others are always mumbling/not speaking
clearly
▪ difficulty understanding speech in noisy environments
▪ missing words or phrases in phone conversations
▪ turning the volume up on the TV or radio louder than
normal
▪ ringing in the ears
▪ high-pitched sounds are hard to distinguish from one
another (and men’s voices are easier to hear than
women’s voices)
In children, look for …
▪ not responding to his name when his back is turned
▪ not being startled by loud noises that make other people
jump
▪ having unclear speech for his/her age, often dropping
consonants like “d” and “t” from the end of words
WHAT HELP IS AVAILABLE?
Hearing loss should be evaluated as soon as possible to rule out
potentially reversible causes such as too much ear wax or medication side effects. It’s also helpful to have baseline hearing
tests done so your doctor can note any changes that occur in the
future.
In some cases, there is no known cure for hearing loss: then,
treatment is focused on improving your everyday function. The
following may be helpful…
▪ hearing aids or cochlear implants
▪ telephone amplifier and other assistive devices
▪ sign language (for those with severe hearing loss)
▪ speech reading (e.g., lip reading and captioned films)
▪ favorable seating in group settings
▪ speech, language and auditory training from a specialist
Remember, hearing loss and deafness can cause both physical
(not hearing a fire alarm) and psychological (social isolation)
problems, so contact your health care provider immediately if
you have a sudden change in your hearing, or hearing loss associated with other symptoms such as headache, vision changes
or dizziness.
For more information, go to:
www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001045.htm
www.HowsYourHearing.org

Norma Schoppa
Sophia Soltero
Lamont Johnson
Jesse Campazano
Kimberly Dalton
Geri Carlson
Judy Summers
Deborah Cammarota
Suzanne Shaffer
Joe Pagan

If we missed any birthdays or
anniversaries, please contact the
church secretary. Thanks!

Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

Jesse Jr. & Lenora Rowan
Tony & Cindy Medeiros
Carl & Dee Moore
Rev. Lowell & Kay Siebrass
Vic & Cindy Noel
Larry & Amy Phipps
Fred & Candy Powell
Forrest & Lourdes Fulk

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

238 Baptized,

1
2
4
5
5
7
8
10
10
11

Aug 1
Aug 2
Aug 7
Aug 12
Aug 17
Aug 24
Aug 24
Aug 27

Missy Creacy
Verna Vogt
Bruce Duerfeldt
Tammy Scott
Roberto Olea
Caroline Schroeder
Kay Siebrass
Savannah Shelton
Vivian Tito

Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

12
13
15
15
16
17
22
23
29

Early September Birthdays
Christy Dalton
Sept
Carolyn Donaldson
Sept
Cindy Medeiros
Sept
Norma Kalter
Sept
Cindy Noel
Sept

4
4
5
6
6

196 Confirmed

July 28, 2013

On July 28, 2013, Faith enjoyed another Summer Fellowship Brunch and Visitor Welcome (between the 1st and
2nd services). We hope you will think about bringing a guest for the last Brunch of the summer on August 25th at
9:15 AM! At the brunch pictured above left are (clockwise from left): Diana Klaub, Van Fairfax, John German, Kiana
Campuzano, Cailee Falkenberg, Veryl German, with Suzanne Shaffer on the far right.
Pictured above right at the left table are: Kiana Campuzano, Cailee Falkenberg, Victoria Wenz and Anna Wahlstrom; at the middle table (counter-clockwise from far left) are: Johnny Taggert, John McArthur, Yoko Boucher, Elton ,
(opposite side of the table) Van and Susie Fairfax, Sophie McAdams, Michael Cashin and Kedma Wenz.

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays:

8:00 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 A.M.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 A.M.

Contemporary Praise Service
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