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How does God
“bring His
Children home”?
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services
8:00 a.m.
Traditional
10:30 a.m.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:15 a.m.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:15 a.m.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
Jesus’ Christmas Presence
The story of Christmas is the story of
the unimaginable. It is the impossible
made possible—and of a momentary recognition and celebration of this amazing
event by both the heavens and the earth.
For just a moment the familiar miracle
of a baby's birth becomes a completely
life-changing experience for a people,
the world, and the cosmos.
But the simplicity of that first Christmas has become complicated by modern
theology, technology and economy. The
problem goes beyond the over-bearing
"commercialization of Christmas." Our
inability to deal with Christmas simplicity
reaches far beyond our pocketbooks; it
goes into the depths of need for hope
and our sinful desire to find it on our
own.
What I mean is that we need to reach
back to try and recapture the simple,
direct nature of that Bethlehem birth.
However, that requires us to scrape off
layers and layers of sentimentality built
up between ourselves and the
incarnation.
Those layers
have grown so
deep they now
threaten to
block the flow
of the divine
message of love
which Christmas
originally communicated.
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It is not just the fast
-paced dizziness of secular culture that distracts
us from a Christcentered Christmas.
Choral cantatas and gift
exchanges, committee
dinners and nativity play
costume designing, can
crowd out the true simplicity of the season
as surely as can a shopping mall parking lot
and the numbing repetition of canned
Christmas carol Musak in the stores.
Who among us cannot identify with the
little boy, exhausted from a hard day of
Christmas shopping with mom with all its
rush, noise and shoving. When it came time
to say his prayers before crawling into bed
he used the Lord's Prayer with one small
change: "Forgive us our Christmases as we
forgive those who Christmas against us," he
prayed.
Yet competition for our attention has
been a part of Christmas since the Church
began its observance. December 25th is the
official birthdate of Jesus. But the date of
December 25th was assigned to Jesus as an
attempt to co-opt the
celebrations of the
birth of Mithras, which
had been celebrated on
this date by the Romans
ever since the religion
of Mithras had been
introduced into Rome
by returning soldiers of
the Roman Legion.

4785 Jackson Street, Riverside. CA 92503
Phone (951) 689-2626 Fax (951) 689-3829
E-mail us at: cometofaith@mindspring.com

Continued on next page...
Visit us at www.faithriverside.org & www.flcr.org

And at www.Facebook.com/faithriverside

Mithras was an Indo-Iranian god of
light, but in the Roman cult
Mithras became the invincible god
of celestial light: the sun. The
ceremonies were marked by a bull
sacrifice, a sacramental communion of bread, water and wine, often conducted in caves.
Jesus' actual birth date is
never mentioned in the Gospels.
The first reference to the Christmas festival comes in the fourth century A.D., when an
official calendar was compiled in Rome in 336 and December 25th was set as the date. In the Eastern Roman
Empire the main celebration was January 6th on Epiphany. According to Pope Liberius the date was set "to
counteract the Saturnalia and the Mithraic ritual in honour of the birth of the sun."
The confusion is still with us over what exactly we
are celebrating. In winter, people need to look forward
to the sun’s return in spring (especially if you’ve ever
lived in the northern Midwest!). We need celebrations of
the nation. But we should not confuse and conflate all
these celebrations into one.
People who have come to hate the Christmas holiday
often feel it has become an artificial celebration of capitalism. Yet what about the way we allow society to commercialize the rest of our lives? If we allow materialism
to dictate how we love our spouses by the size of the ring
we give or our children by the latest in technological
gadgetry, then how can we blame Christmas? Paul reminds us that the Christian’s life—whole life—is to be
lived in the world, yet not to be of the world (1 Cor.
7:31).
God doesn’t want us to cloud the simplicity of His
Christmas Presence in His Son Jesus with the traditions
and busy-ness of what has become a secular “Happy Holiday” for many. How will you learn to distinguish what is
of Christ and what is not in Christmas?
How about getting back to the simplicity of the first
Christmas! To defend Christmas, let’s not only worship;
let’s look among our customs to find any that can help us
Worship where you’re at—When we realize that Jesus’ birth was first announced to shepherds in a
field, not at a busy shopping mall of a kings palace,
we can see that celebrating Christmas is about God
meeting you where you are at—in the workplace, in
school, in your home. I’m not encouraging you to
stay away from church this Christmas, but to make
Christ’s presence known in the way you interact with
others with care, love and concern in all the other
places in your lives.

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
DEC. 10TH @ 6 PM

Getting back to nature—
Jesus was born in a stable among
barn animals. In California, we
may not have much access to
farms, but we can get outside and
enjoy nature, remembering that
Jesus came to redeem all of creation (Rom. 8:20-21), which is His
gift to us (Gen. 1:28-30).
Deny the market your
blessing for a day—The wise men
did not go shopping, but brought gifts from what
they had (would be nice having gold lying around).
If you need a wreath, go out and trim an evergreen
in your yard and make your own, or make a gift of
your own creation for those you love.
Cook your own dinner—Cook the food your grandparents or great-grandparents ate, if you can. This
can connect us to the body of Christ in the past,
just as Christ’s birth was a fulfillment to a promise
made to King David (2 Sam. 7). My family cooks
some of the German food my grandmother use to
make every Christmas, which reminds me of all the
wonderful Christmases of the past. Now, those who
have now gone ahead of us are celebrating in Jesus’
Christmas Presence forever.
Sometimes, like Herod, we are surprised by fear.
Sometimes, like the Magi, we are surprised by wisdom
from the ordinary. Other times, like Mary, we are surprised by angels unaware. Many times, like the shepherds, we are surprised by joy. But always, like the
earth on that silent night long, but not that long ago,
we are surprised by a God who is full of surprises.
Are we open to receiving God's surprises, which are
around the corner of every hour of every day? Are we
open to being surprised by faith in the midst of dialogue
with doubt; energy when it seems you have used up your
last ounce; peace that passes understanding and misunderstanding; patience that appears just when selfcontrol dies; and hope that stands its ground against the
multitude of the world's attacks and miseries?
The loving Presence of Christ: That is the source of
all Christmas surprises and true Christmas joy. It is the
simple center of this holy day/holiday which has become increasingly elusive as our festivities have become
more frenzied and our lives more frantic.
Martin Luther understood the essence of Christmas
in a way that is still compelling. "He whom the world
could not enwrap/Yonder lies in Mary's lap."
Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
DEC. 19th @ 6 PM

Faith Lutheran Anniversary Worship Service,
November 3, 2012

Faith Lutheran’s 75th Anniversary worship service

Faith 75th Anniversary memorabilia consisting of mugs,

took place on Nov. 3, 2012, with a special reception

tote bags and T-shirts were displayed for sale, along with a

following. A bulletin board, which shows the pastors

plaque of congratulations from Concordia University Irvine

and places of Faith over the years, was also shown

from President Kurt Krueger. The items are still available

during the service on the screen.

while they last for $8 each. Get yours now!

Kathy Cross and her committee cleaned up and
decorated the Fellowship Hall for the afternoon luncheon reception. Friends of Faith and past members were
among the guests at the worship service of about 90.

Along with a pork roast prepared by the church, members brought pot-luck dishes to share. Above, enjoying the
food (clockwise from left) are: Sue Chapman, (behind her in
line to left is Janet Wason and to right, Shirley Valk in
background), Suzanne and Andy Shaffer, Joe Gallusha, new
member Stella Gifford, Pastor Schoppa (end of table), and
Verna Vogt (at far right).

Artists in our midst, Christy Dalton (left) and Robert Visser (right)
have blessed our youth with their
creations. Last September, Christy
helped finish the Youth Room Make
-over with a mural of the cross. The
kids in the youth group added their
names in bubbles to the left of the
mural.
The Sunday School room is being painted with a mural of Noah’s
Ark by Robert, who plays guitar for
us at our Contemporary services.

Christmas Open House
Sunday, Dec. 9th between

3:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Pastor and Kedma Wenz invite you to their house at:
15811 Skyridge Dr.
Riverside, CA 92503
(call church or our home at 951-352-6554 for directions)

Nov. 18, 2012

The church Thanksgiving Dinner was a great time of
fellowship with about 140 people served. Above is one of
the homeless recipients of our social ministries food
distribution getting dinner from Kedma Wenz.

Calling all Youth (elementary through high school)
Join us on Saturday, Dec. 22nd at 7 pm
for the 4th annual

“Youth Tacky Party”
At Pastor Wenz’s home
Bring a desert to share and don’t forget to dress “tacky!”

HEALTH NOTES

Flu seasons are unpredictable and can be severe: over a period of
30 years (1976-2006), flu-associated deaths in the US ranged
from a low of about 3,000 to a high of about 49,000 people!

by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org

COMPLICATIONS OF FLU
Complications of flu can include bacterial pneumonia, ear infections, sinus infections, dehydration, and worsening of chronic
medical conditions such as asthma, diabetes or congestive heart
failure.

DECEMBER 2012

“FLU” SEASON
is here….again…
WHAT IS INFLUENZA (“THE FLU”)?
The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses that infect the nose, throat, and lungs. Flu can cause mild to
severe illness, and at times can lead to death. The best way to prevent the flu is by getting a flu vaccine each year (flu “shots” or
nasal spray vaccine).
SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF FLU
People who have the flu often feel some or all of these signs and
symptoms:
▪ fever and/or chills (not everyone with flu has fever…)
▪ cough
▪ sore throat
▪ runny or stuffy nose
▪ muscle or body aches
▪ headache
▪ fatigue (very tired, weak)
▪ some people may also experience vomiting or diarrhea,
though this is more common in kids than adults…just
remember that flu is a nose/throat/lung infection
HOW FLU SPREADS
Most experts believe that flu viruses spread mainly by droplets
(small particles of saliva or mucus) made when people with flu
cough, sneeze or talk/shout. These droplets can land in the mouths
or noses of people who are nearby. Less often, a person might also
get flu by touching a surface or object that has flu virus on it, and
then touching their own mouth, eyes, or nose.
PERIOD OF CONTAGION (when you’re not only infected,
but you are infectious to others!)
You may be able to pass the flu to someone else before you know
you are sick, as well as while you feel sick. Most healthy adults
may be able to infect others one day before their symptoms develop, and 5-7 days after becoming sick. Some people, especially
young children and people with weakened immune systems, might
be able to infect others for an even longer time.
HOW SERIOUS IS THE FLU?
Flu is unpredictable and how severe it is can vary widely from one
season to the next, depending on a number of factors:
▪ which flu viruses are spreading
▪ how much flu vaccine is available
▪ when vaccine is available
▪ how many people choose to be vaccinated and
▪ how well the vaccine is matched to the flu viruses
causing the illness that flu season (usually late fall,
through winter, into spring…)
Certain people are at greater risk for serious complications if they
get the flu: older people, young children, pregnant women and
people with certain health conditions such as asthma, diabetes,
heart disease, lung diseases, or kidney disease, to name a few…

PREVENTING SEASONAL FLU
The single most effective way to prevent the flu is to get a flu
vaccination each season. About two weeks after vaccination, antibodies (protective proteins produced by your immune system)
develop: if you are exposed and infected with the flu virus before
your body has had adequate time to produce these antibodies,
you may still get the flu… just remember, the flu vaccine didn’t
give you the flu… it just didn’t have time to protect you from the
flu!
WHO SHOULD GET VACCINATED?
Everyone 6 months and older should get a flu vaccine each year.
It’s especially important for people who are at high risk of having
serious flu-related complications:
▪ children under 5 years, but especially kids under 2 years
▪ adults 65 years and older
▪ pregnant women
▪ people with serious medical conditions (asthma, chronic
lung disease, neurological conditions, heart disease,
blood disorders, kidney/liver/immune disorders, morbidly
obese; too many to name! – check with your doctor or
public health department!)
WHO SHOULD NOT BE VACCINATED?
▪ people with severe allergy to chicken eggs
▪ people who’ve had severe reaction to flu vaccine in the
past
▪ kids under 6 months of age
▪ people who have a moderate or severe illness with a
fever should wait ‘til their symptoms disappear before
getting vaccinated (ask the doctor…)
▪ people with history of Guillain-Barre’ Syndrome that
occurred after receiving flu vaccine
WHAT ELSE CAN I DO TO AVOID THE FLU?
▪ avoid close contact with people who are sick; if you’re
sick, keep your distance from others to protect them
▪ cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing
or sneezing (or cough/sneeze into your inner elbow!)
▪ clean your hands: frequent and thorough
hand washing protects you from many
germs – not just the flu virus…no soap
and water? - use alcohol- based hand
gel (at least 62% alcohol)
▪ avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth
▪ practice other good health habits – get plenty of rest, get
physical exercise, manage your stress, drink plenty of
fluids and eat a balanced, nutritious diet.
For more information, and flu prevention ideas to share with your
school, church, workplace, etc., go to
www.cdc.gov/flu/keyfacts.htm
www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/habits.htm
www.cdc.gov/flu/freeresources/print.htm

Stephanie Michaud
Kim Carpenter
Sybil Baldwin
Willie Winters
Dorothy Smalley
David Tito
Lenora Rowan
Laynette Bodiford
Adam Dalton
Larry Phipps
Alexis Lopez
Tiffany Belknap
Marge Miller

12-3
12-4
12-7
12-7
12-9
12-17
12-19
12-19
12-20
12-20
12-21
12-22
12-23

Kevin & Pam Guy
Mel & Sharon Dawson
Rick & Lanette Bodiford

Early JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Karen Byer
1-6
Pam Guy
1-6
Marilyn Lukkowen
1-6
Pastor Paul Wenz
1-6
12-8
12-20
12-26

If we missed any birthdays
or anniversaries,
please contact the
church secretary.
Thanks!

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 5

Dale and Dottie Smalley, through reaffirmation of Faith;
Donald Edward McBride, Darla “Jean” Johnson & Stella Gifford,
through Adult Confirmation on Nov. 18, 2012.

LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 2

Jim Landers who was called home on Oct. 27, 2012 and
Ruth Tripp who was called home on Nov. 27, 2012 .

MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

239 Baptized,

195 Confirmed

Advent/Christmas Worship Schedule 2012
Dec. 5th at 1:00 & 7:00 p.m.—Mid-week Advent Services
Dec. 12th at 1:00 & 7:00 p.m.—Mid-week Advent Services
Dec. 19th at 1:00 & 7:00 p.m.—Mid-week Advent Services
Dec. 24th at 4:00 pm—Children’s Christmas Program
Dec. 24th at 11:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Dec. 25 at 10:00 a.m.—Christmas Day Worship Service
*Soup Suppers every Wednesday during Advent at 6:00 pm

LWML CHRISTMAS PARTY
Attention all women of Faith! Join us for the Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League’s Christmas Party at Kountry Folks Restaurant at
3653 La Sierra Ave. on Saturday, December 15th at 11:00 am.
Also please bring a white elephant gift to exchange!

For more information & to RSVP, call Susie Fairfax (951) 359-7514

Tue

4

11

18

25
OFFICE CLOSED

17

10
Elder’s Meeting 6pm

3

Mon

December
Sun

2
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:20 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

9
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:20 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

16

23

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:20 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
9:30 am CHRIS
BODIFORD FAREWELL
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

24
OFFICE CLOSED
4 pm Children’s
11 pm Christmas Eve
Candlelight service

10 am Christmas Day
Worship service

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

31

Christmas Eve Program

30
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

Wed

5
10:15 am Food Distr.
11 am Whispering
Fountain Bible Study
1&7 pm Advent Worship
5 pm Bell practice

12

6 pm Soup Supper
8 pm Choir practice
11 am Whispering
Fountain Bible Study
1&7 pm Advent Worship
5 pm Bell practice
6 pm Soup Supper
8 pm Choir practice

19
10:15 am Food Distr.
11 am Whispering
Fountain Bible Study

26

1&7 pm Advent Worship
5 pm Bell practice
6 pm BoD & Soup Supper
8 pm Choir practice

Thu

Fri

7

1

Sat

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am
Altar Guild 9 am

Youth Group 6:30 pm

8

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

6
Bible Study @ 10 am

Youth Group 6:30 pm

15

Prayer Meeting 5 pm

14

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

13
Bible Study @ 10 am

LWML Christmas Party
11 am @ Kountry Folks

22

Youth Group 6:30 pm

Prayer Meeting 5 pm

21

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

20
Bible Study @ 10 am

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

29

7 pm Youth Tacky Party

28

Prayer Meeting 5 pm

27
Bible Study @ 10 am
Prayer Meeting 5 pm

2012

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become righteousness of God.”
— 1 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays:

8:00 AM

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 AM

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 AM

Contemporary Praise Service

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
4785 Jackson Street
Riverside, CA 92503
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