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V O L U M E

How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:20 A.M.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
“Home for the Holidays”
In this season of giving, there are
things in life much more vital to life
than a warm meal or place to live—it is
finding your way home!
Whenever I tell people I am a pastor
of a church in Riverside, they almost always ask me if I am near Harvest Christian Fellowship (usually non-Lutherans).
Founded by Greg Laurie in 1979, it is the
spiritual home to over 15,000 worshippers. It is eighth largest church in America and the third largest in California,
with two satellite campuses in the Inland
Empire and one in Orange County.
In an area of the country that holds a
larger than normal percentage of megachurches, it is sometimes difficult for a
smaller church to
feel significant in
Kingdom building.
Pastors as well as
congregants are
prone to church envy. People judge a
church’s success by
the number of members rather than the
impact of their love.
It is important to
remember that the average size of a
church in the U.S. (the “median,” or
middle sized church of all churches) is
under 75 members, and the mean (the
church size at which 50% of all worshippers go to smaller or larger churches) is
184, according to a 2009 article by

Michael Bell (http://
eclecticchristian.com/
2009/07/18/what-is-anaverage-sized-church/).

The article furthermore points out that
90% of all churches in
the U.S. are under 350
members. So one can
clearly see that most
churches are smaller,
and God is still using these to carry out His
mission of saving the lost.
When I came to Faith in November of
2007, I made up my mind not to be the kind
of pastor who was envious of other churches. I came from serving at large churches
for my previous two
calls and knew that
God had sent me to
Faith for a reason. It
has been a new challenge and I am thankful
for all little miracles I
see in people’s lives. I
have also tried to see
people as members of
the greater Church
Body, rather than just
wanting them to be
members at Faith. (This
is also how I see the transfer of members—
it’s not that our church loses while another
church gains, since we are all members of
The One Holy Christian Church!)
I certainly do not mean by this that I am
against growth at Faith. I just know that
God provides everything we need even
Continued on next page...
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when there are not as many people as larger churches. I
likewise believe that when a church seeks to serve the
Kingdom at large rather than just ourselves, it is a vital,
healthy ministry. So what can smaller churches do best? I
believe smaller churches are best at being personal and
making Christ’s love personal.
At Faith, we do a good job of putting God’s love in
action. We may not be perfect, but we are good! We
have a healthy spiritual desire to add to people’s lives
without having to add to our membership rolls (as our
new Vision states). When we approach the Great Commission this way, God can bless our church more because
we are relying on Him to provide rather than on ourselves
to grow the church. God does use people to do this, but
if our motivation for growth is for the numbers and not
for the people, then we are just using them.
This is seen in the way many people approach the
homeless. They may feel uncomfortable around them and
will give out money just to get rid of them. One can justify not treating the homeless as individuals because one
gave them some money, after all, it takes too much time
to interact with needy people. However, if we are to
love people (homeless or otherwise) like Jesus, we will
have to learn about them personally and treat them with
dignity.
In an effort to more fully understand the kind of life the homeless
are struggling to live, Pastor Lex Rivers of Miami Beach, Florida, took an
eye-opening, three-day “plunge” into
homelessness. In his experiment, he
describes how he dressed in worn,
ragged clothes, and took absolutely
no “safety nets” (no money, no credit
cards), no “security blankets” with
him. Lex’s wife nervously and reluctantly dropped him off on the corner
of a dank downtown South Beach street with only his
promise to meet her there again in three days.
Rivers’ experience left him hungry, dirty, smelly and
shaken. In the same rags he wore on the street, he stood
in his pulpit the following Sunday and truly “preached”
to his people. His research for this sermon entitled “The
Naked Truth” was not done in a library. It was done in a
laboratory—the laboratory of homelessness. It was a sermon those who were there that Sunday will never forget.
The experience opened Rivers’ eyes, he confessed, to
one of the most crucial needs confronting the homeless
of America today. Rivers’ told of how he found very
quickly that he had not just put on the clothing of the
homeless, but he had begun to put on a homeless spirit
as well. What Rivers’ found himself craving, more than a
hamburger, a bath, a blanket or a bed, was the experience of being recognized and greeted as a worthwhile

human being. Rivers described how, when encountering
others on the sidewalks, a few people (all too few) felt
moved to dig in their pockets for some change. Yet that
gesture was usually carried out hurriedly, anxiously, and
mostly grudgingly.
Most others, when suddenly confronted with Rivers’
dirty, disheveled self, seemed to just look through him,
over him, around him or pretended not to see him at
all. Have you ever found yourself doing that when you
stop at a light with a homeless person holding a sign
next to your car window? By refusing to make eye contact, it is as if one could consign the homeless to the
realm of non-existence for the sake of one’s own comfort and convenience.
Being rejected in this way by those who refuse to
see them, cuts most homeless people more deeply than
the anxious handouts given to get rid of them. Among
the host of things the homeless desperately need is one
that costs us nothing to give—a recognition of their essential worth and integrity as human beings.
We are already doing well in serving the homeless
and low income by giving out physical and spiritual food.
I make sure I talk to those who come on Wednesdays
and pray personally with them. Our Social Ministries’
helpers also have gotten to know the
names of most of those who come to
our food distributions. What we are
now doing is adding to what we already do well! This is why Faith has
chosen in our new Vision Statement
“to reach our community effectively
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ
by supporting families and children
impacted by abuse and neglect,
and giving them hope so they will
know God's loving Grace.”
This may be a new group to serve,
but the Social Worker and foster care children and families we will adopt and interact with over the next year
(see the article on this on page 4) will be blessed by our
treating them as people loved by God and important to
us. It is not about getting more of them into our church.
Instead, we will seek to clothe those who are physically
or emotionally poor with a spirit of love through our
hospitality, hope and affirmation. Giving away food or
household items is easy. Giving people a much-needed
sense of dignity and worth by treating him as we would
anyone else is truly how Jesus calls us to act toward our
neighbor. At Faith, we want to strive to do even more
than that though—we want people to find their way
home to Jesus!

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
Dec. 9th @ 6 PM

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
Dec. 18th @ 6 PM

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz

November 24, 2013
Faith’s annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner was
held on Sunday, November 24th at 4 pm. Last year with the
rain falling during the dinner, there were about 160 people.
This year, however, we had 240 sign up (many from our
Social Ministries’ food distributions). The final count was
close to 200 attendees.
Kathy Cross, chairman of the Fellowship Committee,
worked with many people to get the dozen or so turkeys,
mashed potatoes, stuffing, and veggies cooked, sliced and
ready to serve for the dinner. Kathy wants to thank all who
contributed food, cooked, served and cleaned up afterwards. The biggest Fellowship event of the year at Faith
could never work without the help of so many!
Many of our homeless came to enjoy one of the best
meals of the year. Faith strives to serve both bread (and
turkey!) to eat for the body and the Bread of Life to fill
souls. Jesus said that the poor will always be with us
(Matthew 26:11), so it is our job provide for people’s phys- Piling up turkey and all the fixin’s are (on left from front): Leslie Powell, Carolyn and Don Donaldson. Serving on the first shift (on right from
ical needs as well as their spiritual ones. Also, our annual front) were: Heather Svika, Theresa Wilson and Barbara Danbo.
thanksgiving meal provides an opportunity for our church
members to meet and talk with those we serve on a regular
basis and to get to know them. It’s important we don’t just
give things to the poor but give of our time and ourselves.
Even though not all who signed up came, Kathy and her
crew always try to prepare extra food so as to give out a
“meal to go.” Dozens of boxed meals were taken for those
who couldn’t attend or for those who would be blessed by
knowing where their next meal was coming from.
Even after all the clean up had occurred, Kathy shared
that there was a knock at the back door as she was getting
ready to lock up. One more homeless man had come after
hearing from others where to find a hot meal. And isn’t that Serving up a great dinner for the second shift were (from left, behind the
what Christianity is about—we are all just beggars telling table): Lenora Rowen, Kedma Wenz, Barbara Danbo, Michael Cashin,
Susie Fairfax and Anna Wahlstrom. Judy Summers is in line on the far
other beggars where to find spiritual food!
left with a visitor enjoying the meal in the foreground.

Above, Kathy Cross sets out a few of the
dozens of deserts served at the dinner. At
right, the line for dinner stretched to the
back door with family and friends of Faith!

Nov. 8-9, 2013

On November 8-9, 2013, Faith’s youth group went to the Acquire the Fire event in Anaheim. Friday was an evening of powerful Christian music, youth-led skits about witnessing your faith in
a secular world and understanding the power of God’s “Epic
Truth” (which was the weekend theme). Pictured above during
the Friday evening session is (back row from left): Pastor Paul
and Kedma Wenz, Junior Olea, Jesse Campuzano, Carlos Olea
and James Chung; front row from left: Leilani Piviral, Kiana
Campuzano, Malia McFarlin and friend, Stephanie Gutiérrez.

On Saturday, there were more Christian bands, each with
different styles of music, skits, testimonies and Bible Studies! Additionally there were special sessions for parents, pastors & youth
workers all day. Attending Saturday were (back row from left):
James Chung, Kedma Wenz, Seonhye Chung, and Jesse Campuzano; front row from left: Malia McFarlin, Stephanie Gutiérrez,
Kiana Campuzano , Charlie Danieley and Tommy Galusha.

An update on our churches Vision to
support Foster Care children and
families through the “Faith in Motion” program in Riverside County.
The Visioning committee at Faith has agreed to continue
on to implement the “Faith in Motion” program. They will be
the liaisons between Riverside County’s Social Services Department and our congregation, reporting to Stephanie
Michaud, chairman of Social Ministries.
Soon after the October Voters’ Assembly, Social Services
matched Faith with our adopted Social Worker, Maureen
O’Brian. She will be visiting Faith on Sunday, Dec. 1st to talk
to the congregation about herself and her case load and how
Faith can support her through prayer and other ways.
Faith was also matched with a family to adopt as well.
Also, we will be praying for and reaching out with support to
Melody, a young woman who is 18 and spent her life in foster
care. She is pregnant and due Dec. 4th and is almost out of the
system (which cuts off at 21 now). She is facing single parenting without experience or role models so we have much to
offer her besides just prayer—we are here as a family.
Since her baby is due soon, Faith will host a baby shower
after the birth and welcome mother and child to be part of our
family at Faith. Whether they choose to worship here or not,
our goal, as stated in the adopted Vision Statement, is to:

“Support families and children impacted
by abuse and neglect, giving them hope
so they will know God's loving Grace!”
We look forward to what the Lord will do through our
prayers and love for this family. Plan to meet our newly
adopted Social Worker and family in December at Faith!

Join us for Wednesday Advent Worship
At 1:00 or 7:00 P.M. for

“The Bright Star
of Bethlehem”

HEALTH NOTES
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org

DECEMBER:

FOOD SAFETY
The holidays are a time of sharing, and food is often part of the
spirit of giving… but the foods you eat and share can make you and
others sick! Fortunately, there are simple things you can do to protect yourself, your family and friends from foodborne illnesses, beginning in the grocery store or farmer’s market…

WHAT IS FOODBORNE ILLNESS?
Also called food poisoning, this illness is caused by eating
food contaminated with infectious organisms – “germs” –
including various bacteria, viruses and parasites, or the toxins
they produce.
Contamination can occur at any point – during the growth,
processing, preparation, cooking or storage – of foods. Fortunately, most cases of food poisoning are mild and we get better without medical treatment. But some cases are severe
enough to require hospitalization, and food poisoning can be
fatal!
RISK FACTORS
Whether you become ill after eating contaminated food depends on a number of factors: the germ, the amount of contaminated food (or number of germs) you ingest, your age
and general health. As with many conditions, the risk of illness and complication increases with
▪ increasing age: as we get older, our immune systems
may not respond as quickly or effectively.
▪ pregnancy: during pregnancy, changes in metabolism
and circulation may increase the risk of complications
due to food poisoning; a pregnant woman’s reaction
may be more severe, and the baby may get sick too.
▪ infants and young children, whose immune systems are
not fully developed.
▪ chronic disease: having a chronic condition such as
diabetes, liver disease or AIDS, or receiving
chemotherapy or radiation therapy for cancer reduces
your immune response.
SYMPTOMS
Foodborne illness symptoms vary with the germ and the
source of contamination. Most cause one or more of the following symptoms:
▪ nausea
▪ vomiting
▪ abdominal pain and cramps
▪ fever
Symptoms may start within hours after eating the contaminated food (e.g., “Staph food poisoning”), may begin days later
(e.g., “salmonella”)or possibly even after several weeks (e.g.,
hepatitis A). Symptoms generally last from one to ten days.

It is important to seek medical care if you experience any of
the following:
▪ frequent vomiting leading to dehydration (signs include
excessive thirst, dry mouth, little or no urination, severe
weakness, dizziness, light-headedness)
▪ vomiting blood
▪ severe diarrhea that lasts more than 48 hours (2 days)
▪ extreme pain, severe abdominal cramping
▪ oral temperature higher than 101.5°F (38.6°C)
▪ trouble swallowing and/or difficulty speaking
▪ double vision
▪ progressive muscle weakness that moves from upper to
lower body
PREVENTION
Think basic, common-sense
measures…
▪ buy foods from reputable merchants, and avoid rusted or
bulging cans, or jars that have cracks or loose lids.
▪ keep raw foods separate from ready-to-eat foods: when
shopping, preparing or storing food, keep raw meat,
poultry, fish and shellfish away from other foods to
prevent cross-contamination.
▪ refrigerate (38° or lower) or freeze (at 0°) foods promptly:
at room temperature, bacteria can double their numbers
every 20 minutes! So, try to get your groceries home and
into ‘fridge or freezer within 30 minutes.
▪ when in doubt, throw it out!...throw away anything that
looks or smells suspicious… if you think a food might be
bad, don’t taste it!!
▪ wash your hands, utensils and food surfaces often: use
warm, soapy water before and after handling foods; don’t
forget to wash counters, cutting boards, knives, etc.
between uses for different foods…
▪ defrost foods safely: do not defrost foods at room temp
on the counter or in the sink! Thaw foods in the refrigerator, or on “defrost” in the microwave. For small items, you
may run cold water over them until thawed.
▪ cook foods to a safe temperature: the best way to tell if
foods are cooked to a safe temp is to use a food
thermometer; ground beef should be cooked to 160°;
steaks and roasts should be cooked to at least 145°;
pork should be cooked to at least 160°, and poultry to
165°; test by placing the thermometer in the thickest part
of the roast, or the thigh of poultry.
▪ refrigerate prepared foods within two hours (within one
hour if it’s a hot day and room temp is 90° or more)… this
means no roast turkey left on the table for hours after
dinner, so you can make turkey sandwiches to enjoy
while you watch football games….
For more information, including a list of the germs that can
cause food poisoning and their specific symptoms and
“incubation periods” (time from eating until you show signs
of illness), go to…
www.mayoclinic.com/health/food-poisoning
www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/foodsafety.html
www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/facts
www.health.state.mn.us/foodsafety/prevention.html

Kevin & Pam Guy
Chris & Kasi Bodiford
Rick & Lanette Bodiford

12-8
12-21
12-26

Stephanie Michaud
Kim Carpenter
Darla Izzo
Johnny Taggart
Willie Winters
Dotty Smalley
Trinity Scott
David Tito
Lenora Rowan
Laynette Bodiford
Adam Dalton
Larry Phipps
Alexis Lopez
Tiffany Belknap

12-03
12-04
12-06
12-07
12-07
12-09
12-11
12-17
12-19
12-19
12-20
12-20
12-21
12-22

Early JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Karen Byer
1-6
Pam Guy
1-6
Marilyn Lukkowen
1-6
Pastor Paul Wenz
1-6
If we missed any birthdays or
anniversaries, please contact the
church secretary. Thanks!

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 2
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

Ed & Marge Miller transferred to Immanuel, Riverside
241 Baptized,

199 Confirmed

Nov. 24, 2013

Night of Worship for Youth!
On Saturday, November 30th, Faith’s new Youth
Leader, James Chung and Faith’s junior and senior
high Youth Groups had a Night of Worship and prayer
for the youth of our church and community.
Following the Acquire the Fire theme of spreading God’s “Epic Truth,” the youth discussed how they
could to be better witnesses in the places God has put
them and spent time in prayer and fellowship.
Part of the monthly event is to provide a place for
the youth to lead in playing worship music for each
other and to develop a worship event to bring their
friends to.
Praising Jesus with their music and praying for
the church’s vision of supporting foster care families
and children is a great way to spread the Epic Truth
that Jesus came to save the lost!
The four students who had prepared for their First Communion
on Sunday, November 24, 2013, at the 8:00 A.M. service were
(above from left): Tommy Galusha, Kiana Campuzano, Alexis
Lopez, and Malia McFarlin.
The Early Communion Program takes 5th & 6th grade students
through a month long preparation class with Pastor Wenz. The students study the roots of Holy Communion in the Passover and what
Jesus said in the Words of Institution. Finally, they studied what St.
Paul says about properly receiving Communion. Each student then
wrote a paper about what they had learned about the Lord’s Supper
and how they would prepare to receive the Sacrament. Each student was interviewed by an Elder of Faith beforehand as well.

Christmas Open House
Sunday, Dec. 8th, 3:00 - 6:00

P.M.

Pastor & Kedma Wenz invite you
to their home at:

15811 Skyridge Dr.
Riverside, CA 92503
(call church at 951-352-6554 for directions)

3

Tue

Wed

December
2

Mon

OFFICE CLOSED

18
10:15 am Food
Distribution
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study
6pm Board of
Directors Meeting
25
Christmas Day
Service 10 am

11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

11

1

Pastor on vacation

Candlelight Service
11 pm
31
New Year’s Eve

24
Children’s Christmas
Service 4 pm

17

10

Sun

30
Pastor on vacation

23

16

9
Elder’s Meeting 6 pm

4
10:15 am Food
Distribution
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

8

15

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
3-6 PM Pastor & Kedma’s
Christmas Open House
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

22
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

29
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

6

Fri

7

Sat

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

28

9-12 LWML Christmas
brunch @ Kedma’s

9 am Children’s Christmas
program practice

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

6-8 Youth Progressive
Christmas Dinner
21

9 am Children’s Christmas
program practice

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

14

9 am Altar Guild

9 am Children’s Christmas
program practice

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

5

27

20

13

Thu
Bible Study @ 10 am

12
Bible Study @ 10 am

19
Bible Study @ 10 am

26
Pastor out of office.

2013

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.

Faith Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
Dec. 24, 11 PM

Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays:

8:00 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 A.M.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 A.M.

Contemporary Praise Service

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
4785 Jackson Street
Riverside, CA 92503
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