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How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:20 A.M.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
A Future Hope
The party’s over, and the bills have
come due. “But there is hope for your
future,” says the Lord (Prov. 23:18).
With the possible exception of April
15, January 2 is probably everyone’s
most dreaded day of the oh-so-new year.
From the fourth Thursday in November
through the first day of January, everyone in America parties. We stuff ourselves with turkey and dressing, homemade cookies and cakes, fresh bread and
pumpkin pie. Oncea-year delicacies
appear New Year’s
Eve—like smoked
salmon, caviar and
champagne (if your
taste buds are
grown up) and eggnog (if your taste
buds are still
young). We stay up
late, party constantly, spend lots of money, act nicer—
and what do we get for it?
January 2.
Overweight, exhausted, in debt and
with the house a mess, we wake up the
day after and find ... it’s January 2. After all those football games and all those
Frito-Lays, we realize it’s now time to go
on a diet, get on a budget, go back to
work or school and pack up all those ornaments. (And why is it that all the
Christmas decorations that looked so
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lovely in the middle of
December suddenly look
so tacky on January 2?)
Whose idea was it to
put the big holiday season so early in the winter, anyway? January,
February, March—all the
really cold and dreary
months must be faced head-on, with nothing except the appropriately sacrificial season of Lent to mark their passage. If we are
going to make it through this year’s—and
every year’s—January
2, we need to get a
new perspective on
this day.
The month of January
takes its name from
the Roman god Janus—
a two-faced being,
whose two faces look
in opposite directions.
Janus/January is a
hinge time in the
year—a vantage point from which we can
still see back into the past year and yet can
also face forward and look expectantly at
the year that lies ahead.
January 2 isn’t just a day to sigh over
“how far” we’ve got to go to lose that
weight or pay those bills or see the spring
flowers again. January 2 is also a vantage
point from which we can plot the course of
the New Year. Janus does look backward to
the past, but he also looks forward to the
future. January 2
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must become the start of the hope month, not just the
end of the party.
At Faith we can look back over the past year and see
so many milestones and good things that came to an
end—the end of our supporting our seminarian, Tim
Yearyean, as he became a pastor of his own church last
July; the 75th Anniversary celebration in November; the
end of our Youth Worker, Chris Bodiford’s ministry at
Faith. But dwelling on the past without considering what
God has in store for us in the future is a faith without
hope!
Part of the problem with this
year’s January 2 is that it still is carrying baggage saved from last year.
Without a purpose and with no
sense of ownership about the future—about this coming year—
people become irresponsible. One of
the greatest indicators of this attitude is our soaring national debt—an
amount now so vast that its proportions are more mythic than real. At Faith we have been
blessed with being able to pay off our debts, but what is
our purpose now if it is not “to pay off the mortgage?”
Our church continues to set its sights on the vision of
“Becoming better disciples at making disciples!” Learning
how to put this into practice will be our constant challenge. With the events in our lives from last year, we
cannot wallow in the past, but are called to the future
that Christ has in store for us. We need to avoid the
temptation of giving up when things look bad. We need
to look forward as Jesus did when He was on the cross
and seeing you with Him in heaven (which is why Hebrews 12:2 says that Jesus “For joy set before him he
endured the cross, scorning its shame.”)
How are you still living out the past repercussions of
an overcharged life—ways even more frightening than the
threat of economic depression?
Is it January 2 in the life of your family?
Traditionally, we think of January 2 as the day we
get back into the grind and hit the grindstone after the
long holiday season. But for a moment, use the backward
-looking face of Janus and see if you ever really got out
of the grind. Were you faxing memos to clients or texting
coworkers while heading “over the river and through the
woods?” Do you remember the little things this past
Christmas? Like what part did your child (or grandchild)
play in the Christmas pageant? What did your family
members bring for Christmas dinner? Who did you spend
the holidays with?
If we don’t know the answer to any of those questions, maybe we need to take another look at our family.

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
JAN 14TH @ 6 PM

Our children must not become another item in a mortgaged future. The pressures confronting families this
January 2 are enormous. We cannot shield our loved
ones from the threats that bombard them—but we can
face those threats together.
Is it January 2 in the life of your faith?
Some use January 2 to look back on the past year
and compose an annual list of disappointments and failures: Didn’t get the big promotion. Didn’t win the lottery. Didn’t learn to control the temper. Didn’t make
five new friends.
This “loser’s litany” undermines
our spiritual life in two ways. First,
it tempts us to blame God for all
our failures. Second, it makes us
increasingly doubtful that God
would ever really take any interest
in us or our future.
The writer of Ephesians takes a
hopeful, January 2 forward-look at
God’s intentions for humanity and
finds a remarkable vision, one which can usher us into
this New Year. We may be assured that God has “a plan
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth” (Ephesians 1:10).
If past January 2s have seemed spiritually debilitating, we need to look with a spirit of hope at where God
is leading us in this year’s January 2. Again, the author
of Ephesians provides a positive image by proclaiming,
“We who first hoped in Christ have been destined and
appointed to live for the praise of his glory” (v.12, RSV).
Our purpose is to live for Jesus! Learning to do this in
every part of life is a life-long lesson. At Faith, each one
of you has something to teach those who are walking on
their faith journey behind you. Mentoring and setting
the examples for our children is God’s way of passing
faith down to the next generation.
It is January 2. The parties are over. But the coming
year promises more than just dieting and dues-paying.
Let us use this January 2 to begin creating a future built
on hope. It is the first day of living a faith that looks
backward to the evidences of God’s great gift to us in
Jesus Christ and forward to the day when God’s plan “to
gather up all things in Him” will become a reality. We
are part of that gathering even now. We are His workers
in the harvest!
We have been given another New Year. Let us use it
wisely, to the glory of God
Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
JAN. 16TH @ 6 PM

December 16, 2012

At the 8 am service on Dec. 16, 2012, Pastor Wenz bid
Chris Bodiford, Faith’s Youth Worker since July 2011, and
his fiancé, Kasi Stahlnaker, farewell and Godspeed (above).
At the 10:30 am service, Chris played a farewell offering
song on his guitar (center) and thanked the congregation
with Kasi as they talked about their upcoming plans of their
wedding, move to Lake Elsinore, and future school plans
next fall (far right).
Between services at the reception in the fellowship hall,
Pastor Wenz presented Chris with gift cards given by the
youth (near right pictured with Brandon and Terry Lynn
Tito in back).

December 19, 2012
Faith’s Social Ministries gave out food
for the homeless and low income families
on Dec. 19, 2012. Pictured at left is Anna
Wahlstrom just before the Advent devotion by Pastor Wenz. Stephanie Michaud
would like to thank everyone who gave
food, presents, sleeping bags and jackets
this past year as Faith shares Jesus’ love!

Janet Wasson hands out family presents
(right) to one of our Food Distribution
families on Dec. 19th. This year’s Angel Tree presents from the congregation
to needy families were all taken care of
as fast as they were put on the tree each
week! That was on top of over 35
“Project Christmas Child” boxes sent in
November! We thank the Lord for the
generosity of His people!

December 22, 2012
The Youth’s Christmas “Tacky Party”
took place on Dec. 22nd with fun and food!
Pictured above are (from left): Jesse Campuzano, Jaden Pivaral (in front of Jesse),
Kiana Campuzano, Leilani Pivaral, Victoria Wenz and Emily Wenz.

Faith Lutheran’s Youth Group will miss Chris Bodiford (and Kasi) as they move on to
married life and future graduate studies in theology and medicine respectively. However,
Faith has a new Youth Worker starting January 5, 2013! Devin Green, from CBU will be
serving at Faith for the semester as we look for a permanent youth worker. Devin is majoring in applied theology and graduates in May. He also works at Berean Bookstore. Stop by
to say hi to him sometime! Youth Group meets every Sat. at 6:30 pm.
The Sunday School children
performed a nativity play on
Christmas Eve at 4 pm and
took pictures throughout the
month of December to show on
the screen for the service.
At left, the Holy Family is
visited by the shepherds and
wise men, while at right you
can see the Magi (from left:
Junior Olea, Brandon, and
Jesse Campuzano) following
the star of Bethlehem.
Chris and Kasi decided to
give vows to their family and
friends as well during the ceremony (at left), promising to be
examples of Christian love in
their marriage as an example
and witness for Christ, as the
text from their ceremony expressed (Eph 5:21-33).
The newlyweds enter the hall
for their first dance (below left).
Surrounded by family and
friends, the reception was an
expression of joy and celebration.
With the sun
shining, the out
door wedding
( b e l o w) wa s
beautiful despite the 40
degree
weather
in Hesperia.

Congratulations to our Youth Worker, Chris Bodiford, and
Kasi Stahlnaker who were married on Dec. 21, 2012. Many of
Faith’s members went out to the wedding in Hesperia, performed by Pastor Wenz. Pictured above are Chris and Kasi
with her parents. Also congratulations to Kasi who graduated
on Dec. 16, 2012 from California Baptist University with a
major in Pre-Med!

HEALTH NOTES
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org
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BLOOD DONOR
MONTH
“The gift of life” may mean something different to each of us…
A blood donation is truly a gift of life that most healthy people
can offer to those who are ill or injured. In about 15 minutes of
your time, you can donate one unit (“a pint”) of blood that can be
separated into individual components used to save multiple lives.
For example, from one pint of blood,
▪ red blood cells can be used for trauma or surgery
patients
▪ plasma, the liquid portion of the blood, can be given to
patients with clotting problems
▪ platelets, often given to cancer and transplant patients,
clot the blood when cuts or other open wound occur
▪ anti-hemophilic factor (“AHF”) is also used for clotting
factors for persons with hemophilia, a hereditary bleeding
disorder
In a recent study by the National Blood Foundation, more than
5,000 people who were current or past blood donors were asked
why they donate blood: nearly 75% said that they give blood to
help others. Some said that giving blood makes them feel good
about themselves, supports their local communities and hospitals,
and “pays back” society for times when they or family members
have needed blood transfusions in the past.
The need for blood is great – in the US, someone is given a blood
product every 12 seconds –approximately 38,000 units of red
blood cells are needed each day! Accident victims, surgery patients, and those receiving treatment for leukemia, cancer sickle
cell disease or other blood disorders all need blood. More than 26
million units of blood components are transfused every year, and
there is not a good artificial blood product available yet…
It is important for anyone receiving a blood transfusion to receive
the highest standard of care and the safest blood possible. Organizations like the American Red Cross (“ARC”) and American
Association of Blood Banks (“AABB”) set standards for blood
banks and transfusion services, so that people receiving blood
products suffer the fewest possible complications (e.g., reactions
to blood that is not your “type”, infections spread through blood
contact, etc.) when they receive this life-giving gift.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (“FAQs”)
about blood donation….
Does it hurt? You may feel a slight sting in the beginning
(when a needle is placed in your vein) but there is generally
no discomfort during the donation
What are the requirements to be a donor? Your local
blood bank determines the exact requirements (usually, at
least 16 years of age, 110 pounds, in good health)

Are blood donors paid? No, blood collected for transfusion in the USA is given by volunteer donors.
Do I have enough blood in my body to donate? Yes, the
body normally contains 10-12 pints of blood, and a donation
of one pint is safe for most people
Can I get AIDS or hepatitis by donating? No, there is no
risk of getting AIDS or other blood infections by donation
(each collection kit is sterile and is used only once). But if
you have AIDS or other bloodborne disease, a person receiving your donated blood may get that infection. That’s
why blood bank staff must ask so many questions about
your health, lifestyle and disease risk factors before accepting your blood (all information is confidential).

How often can I donate? You may donate “whole blood”
one every 56 days (eight weeks). If only certain cells are
taken from your body (e.g., platelets), you may donate more
often. That’s because platelets will return to normal levels
within about 3 days of donating; plasma (the liquid part of
blood) returns to normal levels in a couple of days; red
blood cells (the oxygen-carrying cells) take about two
weeks to reach their normal level after donation. A relatively new procedure called ALYX allows the donor to give
two pints worth of red cells at one time, but requires 16
weeks before another donation.
Does donated blood “keep” indefinitely until it is used?
No, different components of blood can be kept for different
periods of time: some can be frozen for years, while others
must be transfused within 24 hours of donation. That’s why
we ask healthy donors to donate repeatedly throughout the
year!
What is the most common blood “type”? The approximate distribution of blood types in the USA is as follows
(varies somewhat for specific racial/ethnic groups):
O positive 38%
B positive
9%
O negative 7%
B negative
2%
A positive 34%
AB positive
3%
A negative 6%
AB negative
1%
(In an emergency, anyone can receive type O blood cells, and
type AB individuals can receive any “ABO” type; so, people
with type O blood are called “universal donors” and those
with type AB blood are called “universal recipients”)
HOW YOU CAN HELP….
Contact your local ARC or AABB and offer to donate
Encourage your congregation, workplace or other community agency to sponsor a blood donor drive – and volunteer
to help register donors, or serve them snack following their
donations
Become an advocate for blood donation – sharing this information may result in more people becoming regular donors!
For more information, go to:
www.aabb.org
www.RedCross.org/donations

Karen Byer
Pam Guy
Marilyn Lukkowen
Pastor Paul Wenz
Michael Lopez
Ed Miller
Stanley Shatford
Melissa Salgado (Sec.)
Connie Barhyte
Susan Garcia
Dawn Falkenberg
Fay Garcia
Patrick Mauro
John Germon
Cynthia Reynolds

1-6
1-6
1-6
1-6
1-12
1-13
1-13
1-16
1-17
1-17
1-19
1-22
1-22
1-24
1-24

Elaine Mehlberg
Dee Moore

Early FEBUARY BIRTHDAYS
Andy Shaffer
2-1
Kayla Bodiford
2-4
Norma Miller
2-4
Evie Horvath
2-7

Dan & Diana Klaub
Duane & Diane Feinaur
Adam & Christy Dalton

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

239 Baptized,

1-28
1-30

1-5
1-18
1-20

If we missed any birthdays
or anniversaries,
please contact the
church secretary.
Thanks!

195 Confirmed

Early Communion Class for all
students 5th grade and up
Pastor Wenz will be starting an Early Communion class to prepare 5th graders or other students in 5th
to 8th grade who have not yet taken this class, to receive Holy Communion. We will start on January
13, 2013 and the next three Sundays after church at 1:00 pm. We will study the roots of the Lord’s
Supper in the Passover, what the words of institution mean, and how to properly prepare for receiving
Holy Communion. To sign up please contact Pastor Wenz or the church office. A work book will be
provided.

December 9, 2012

To the members of Faith Lutheran,
From the bottom of my heart, I thank
you for the generous
Christmas gift. I am
truly blessed to be able
to serve this congregation as it’s secretary.
God Bless You All!

Melissa

Pastor Paul and Kedma had their 5th
annual Christmas Open House on
Dec. 9th. Enjoying the food and fellowship around the tree are (above
from left): Dan Klaub, Don and
Carolyn Donaldson, Diana Klaub,
Sophie McAdams, and Michael Tito.

Christmas is about giving, which Pastor
and Kedma want to do with our Faith
family! Pictured above from left are: Barbara, Rick Bodiford, Mike Bedwell (in
back), Geri Carlsen and Kedma Wenz.

Dear Faith Members,
We are so blessed to be serving at
Faith and want to thank you for your
generous Christmas gift. God’s blessings
to you everyone in the New Year!
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Paul and Kedma Wenz

7pm Praise Team
practice

28

7pm Praise Team
practice

7pm Praise Team
practice
21

Elder’s Meeting 6pm

14

7

Mon

January
Sun

6
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:20 am-Sun School & B.S.
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
11:45 am Confirmation

13
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:20 am-Sun School & B.S.
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
11:45 am Confirmation
1 pm Early Communion

20
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:20 am-Sun School & B.S.
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
11:45 am Voter’s Meeting
1 pm Early Communion

27
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:20 am-Sun School & B.S.
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
11:45 am Confirmation
1 pm Early Communion

Tue
1
Office Closed

3

Thu

4

Fri

5

Sat

18

Youth Group 6:30 pm

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am
LWML 10 am

19

Youth Group 6:30 pm

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am
Altar Guild 9 am

12

Youth Group 6:30 pm

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

2

Bible Study @ 10 am

10
Bible Study @ 10 am
Prayer Meeting 5 pm

17
Bible Study @ 10 am
Prayer Meeting 5 pm

26

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

25
Bible Study @ 10 am

Youth Group 6:30 pm

Bible Study @ 10 am

31

Prayer Meeting 5 pm

24

11

Wed
11am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

9

New Year’s Day
8
10 am Food Distribution
registration

30
11am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

23
11am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

Board of Director’s
Meeting 6 pm

16
11am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

11am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

10 am Food Distribution
registration

15
Bible Study 6pm

22
Bible Study 6pm

29
Bible Study 6pm

Prayer Meeting 5 pm
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COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become righteousness of God.”
— 1 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays:

8:00 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 A.M.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 A.M.

Contemporary Praise Service

A New Year and a New Logo—check out the new LCMS logo and the new Church logo in this month’s newsletter!
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