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How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:20 A.M.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
Made “One-derful” in Christ—
Christ unifies our differences and
celebrates our uniqueness.
In the last decade or so, through the
technology of satellite transmission, television and the Internet have brought
some of the most remarkable images
from around the world directly into the
homes of people everywhere. We have
watched in disbelief over the 9/11 attacks, wept over the victims of Hurricane
Katrina (2005) and the earthquake in
Haiti (2010), and witnessed the election
of the first African-American President of
the United States. As a world we have
participated in these events together, no
matter what one’s national identity is.
World events blur together as a unifying
experience of people everywhere. After
my recent trip to Brazil, many people
asked me about the national demonstrations that were going on there over the
rising cost of public transportation. I never saw anything personally, but like
those in the U.S., I only saw what was
happening on TV, even while in the country itself.
Perhaps something beyond nationalism is slowly
taking root in the
world. Could it be
that we are developing a sense of
common destiny,
like the European
Union, or will nations battle each
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other in every arena as
the countries that once
made up the Soviet Union do today? The media, which allows us to
all have the same experience at the same
time, covers world affairs with the assumption that we are all connected. And, in many ways we are, as we
see global economics at work in products
that are made from items from around the
world.
Thinking about how the world is getting
smaller, reminds me of God’s goal for the
Church. In John 17:23, Jesus gives us words
of power and comfort: “I in them and you in
me, that they may become completely
one.” But oneness has never been a quality
the church has had much of an opportunity
to celebrate. In the church’s first few centuries it was so concerned about establishing a creed to preserve Christian orthodoxy
that it saw heresy and treachery everywhere. Conversely, since the time of the
Reformation, the church has become
churches, defined by
denominations obsessed
with pointing out their
differences rather than
their similarities.
Perhaps our greatest
problem has been distinguishing Jesus’ promise of oneness from the
concept of
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“hegemony.” Hegemony refers to the situation where
only one way of thinking, one way of seeing, is allowed
and accepted. I remember in college when this view
point started to be criticized. Where once history textbooks in schools were filled with the exclusive viewpoints
and experiences of Western white males, since the 80s
universities began rediscovering Afro-American history,
women’s history, Eastern civilizations history, NativeAmerican history, Latino-American history and the like.
Jesus did not come to establish the hegemony of the
church. He came to enable us to become a community
united by love. So when Jesus was talking about a
“Oneness” with Himself and the Father, He didn’t mean
that our character and ideas were to be erased. Different
views are good when they are funneled through the unity
and love of Jesus. Again, in Brazil even though the people I met ate different foods and had different customs
and culture, I was embraced and accepted as a brother in
Christ.
The problem is that people
have always had difficulty balancing the concepts of individuality
and community. The secret to solving the relationship between the
personal and the communal, the
particular and the universal, is as
close as your hand. Each one of us
has fingers. Some of us have big
fingers, some little. But even
among those of us who have fingers
that look exactly alike, we have
unique fingerprints. No two fingerprints are alike.
Christ’s gift was unification, not homogenization (like
milk that is mixed together from many cows and heated
up). Homogenized faith is what I saw in Brazil where
many religious backgrounds through the centuries
(African animism from slaves, Indigenous paganism from
South American “Indians,” and the worship of the saints
from 16th century Catholicism) have blended together to
make something that was no longer Christian. A homogenized faith is faith in everything, and therefore, faith in
nothing.
Instead, using the metaphor of a plant with Jesus as
the true root/vine of our faith and unity, we see that all
God’s people are unique, yet connected to the One tree/
vine—no two branches are the same, yet none would exist apart from the stock (see Matt. 13:32 and John 15). It
is time we stopped trying to make people just like we are
and started encouraging them to be just like God made
them. We must celebrate differences, not just sameness.

At Faith, God wants His people to reflect His love,
which is seen in how He made each of us unique. God’s
creativity is seen in each of us. Instead of being suspicious of those not like yourself, think about how God has
connected you to others for a purpose. In Acts 16 when
the jailor responded to the witness of oneness so powerfully performed by Paul and Silas, he and his family
were immediately baptized into the family of faith.
What could Paul and Silas possibly have in common with
a Gentile who earned his living locking up and abusing
prisoners? The answer of course is nothing—nothing except complete faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, which is
everything! With that faith Paul, Silas and their former
jailor became unified with all other Christians through
their faith in Christ.
The purpose of so many different types of Christians
is that this is the tapestry that will lie before the throne
of God in heaven someday. In Revelation 7:9 the Apostle
John tells us, “I looked, and there
before me was a great multitude
that no one could count, from
every nation, tribe, people and
language, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb.”
The nations of the world had become much smaller at that moment for John.
As the world continues to shrink
for us because of technology, we
find our own welfare increasingly
caught up in the wellbeing of our
global neighbors. The reverse is
also true though—that the world’s
welfare (or salvation) depends on the wellbeing of God’s
people being united in love. What God intends for the
world is to be experienced and modeled in the church.
Let us pray for God’s Holy Spirit to cut through divisiveness and give us a sense of our true unity, which is tied
up in our real citizenship. Ephesians 2:19-20 proclaims,
“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
are citizens with the saints and also members of the
household of God, built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
cornerstone.” God’s people hold the most important
passport of all which gives us a picture of what might be
if the church can witness through its own oneness to the
rest of the world: We are citizens of Heaven!

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
July 8th @ 6 PM

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
July 17th @ 6 PM

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz

June 22, 2013

Faith’s new Youth
Worker, Cheryl Rogers,
met with the youth on
June 8th and 22nd. Having meetings for the
younger youth (2nd to 6th
grade) called the “Junior
Youth Group (JYG) in the
mornings and the older
youth (7th grade through
High School), called the
Lutheran Youth Fellowship (LYF), in the afternoons, Cheryl is getting
to know the kids.
Establishing relationships that point people to
Christ is her goal. Using
games and lessons from
Scripture, she encouraged
the youth to live out their
faith.
At left, Cheryl is pictured with Audrey Mauro
and Victoria Wenz.
Pictured at right,
Audry and Victoria dress
up as they re-enact a lesson from Scripture.

Join our new Youth Leader, Cheryl Rogers:
Youth groups:
 ALL YOUTH EVENT (especially J YG, 2nd to 6th gr ader s)—meet
Wednesday, July 10th from 11 am to 3:30 pm at Don Lorenzi Park (corner
of California and Jackson Streets) for lunch and games (lunch is available
in park for all youth under 18 until 12:30 pm).


Lutheran Youth Fellowship (LYF)—7th to 12th graders will meet Sat.
July 26th and leave from the church at 10 am to 6:00 pm for a beach
trip to Huntington Beach! Sign up today!
LYF Sunday Mornings with Cheryl—
Sunday, July 14th & 21st, Cheryl will be
leading a youth study from 9-10 AM in the
youth room.


Proverbs 22:6

June 24 — 28, 2013

Following Clues to the King!

Pastor of Faith — Rev. Paul Wenz
Faith Lutheran
Office
4785 Jackson St.
951-689-2626

Websites: www.flcr.org
www.faithriverside.org

If You’re Happy &
You Know It...
Best dinner of VBS? Every One!

Mr. David going to VBS opening.

Having fun in the sun!

“The King’s Resurrection & Return!”

Day 5 Theme

Fun Time in the Summer Time!

VBS OFFERING
Our Faith VBS offering on
Friday was $34.75 for a final
total of $147.44 to help

Siémpre Children’s Home.
an orphanage in Mexico to
care for children with the
love of Jesus! Thank you for
all those pennies, nickels and
dimes to help the children.
We’ll send your offerings to
make a difference in their lives
(go to: www.siemprekids.org)!

VBS OFFERING PROJECT
Siémpre Children’s Home

Day 5
$147

$112
Day 3-4

$38
Day 1-2

HEALTHNOTES
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org

JULY 2013:

BEAT THE HEAT!
HEAT MAY BE INEVITABLE…..
Summer’s combination of high temperatures and humidity
can be more than uncomfortable – it can threaten your health
by leading to dehydration, heat exhaustion or a potentially
deadly condition known as heat stroke. In an average year,
hundreds of Americans die from heat-related illnesses. During extreme or extended heat waves, the toll can double.
Even on a cool day, our bodies have to work at staying cool,
because we generate heat as a byproduct of our metabolism
(digesting food to create energy, activities that “burn” calories, etc.) To prevent over-heating, our bodies constantly get
rid of excess heat, mostly through our skin. This requires circulation of blood to our skin, where heat can be released from
the skin’s surface. The air must be cooler than our blood, so
the heat transfers from our bodies to the cooler air surrounding us… even better with air movement, such as a cool
breeze. When air temperature approaches body temperature,
or when exercise sends our body temp soaring, we must perspire to release body heat, and the evaporation of sweat cools
us… unless humidity of the surrounding air slows or stops
that evaporation.
While mental irritability is the most common reaction when
we “over-heat”, there are three medical conditions that are
truly dangerous:
 Heat cramps signal dehydr ation sever e enough to deprive muscles of the extra oxygen they need to exercise.
The remedy: slow down, drink cool water, stretch out and
gently massage tight muscles, and get out of the heat!
 Heat exhaustion: heat cr amps ar e painful but not lifethreatening, because the body temperature is normal even
though muscles are in spasm. But in heat exhaustion body
temperature is often above 103º -- that can lead to weakness, headache, nausea, and loss of concentration that impairs judgment, so you may not recognize what is happening. Be aware that confusion, sweating, and flushed clammy skin are tip-offs. Move quickly to a cool place; remove
clothing and apply ice packs or cool wet towels; drink
cool fluids (don’t force someone who is weak and confused to drink too much too quickly!)
 Heat stroke typically affects elder ly people who stay
indoors without air conditioning or fans. If you are “very
young or very old”, are overweight or have a chronic medical condition such as diabetes, you’re particularly vulnerable! Heat stroke is a medical emergency – while it may
initially look like heat exhaustion, its symptoms are more
severe and they progress more quickly, leading to deliri-

um, stupor, unconsciousness and seizures (convulsions).
Body temp may exceed 105°. Heat stroke kills because it
damages the heart, liver, kidneys, brain and blood clotting system. Survival depends on getting quick, aggressive medical care – until paramedics arrive, remove
clothing, immerse in (or spray with) cold water and turn
on a strong fan!

…..BUT HEAT - RELATED ILLNESS IS NOT!
A few simple precautions can protect you and those around
you from becoming a seasonal statistic.
 Get out of the heat! An air-conditioned room is best, but
even a fan will help. If you can’t cool your own home,
find a friend or relative to stay with.
 Stay out of the sun and avoid the midday heat as much as
possible; wear light-weight, light-colored, loosely fitting
clothes.
 Don’t exercise when it’s hot and humid; slow down –
walk instead of jogging, or use a cart instead of walking
the golf course; take breaks often and quit early.
 Above all, listen to your body: muscle cramps, fatigue,
weakness, impaired concentration, lightheadedness, nausea, chest discomfort due to labored breathing or rapid or
irregular pulse are signs of trouble!
 Drink up! Stay hydrated by drinking lots of water, and
avoiding alcohol and sources of caffeine. Don’t wait until
you are thirsty to hydrate – at this point, you are already
dehydrated
 Remember to check on friends and neighbors – especially older ones or those who live alone!

PROVIDE A COOLING CENTER IN YOUR
COMMUNITY!
During extremely hot or humid days, folks without air conditioning are at continued risk for heat related illness. They
may seek refuge at a friend’s home, a mall, a movie theater,
a local library… or a community “cooling center” – an airconditioned building where they can sit down, drink some
cool beverages and take a break from the heat.
Your church can become a cooling center for your community if you can provide (1) air conditioning, (2) drinking water, (3) restrooms, and (4) seating space. Call your local
public health department or county emergency preparedness
team for the name and phone number of local cooling coordinators for more details!

It’s a cool thing to do!
“I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink…”
Matt. 25: 35
www.advocatehealth.com/trin/info/library
www.dailycamera.com/news/2008/jul/28
www.harvardhealth.gather.com/viewArticle.jsp

Rocco & Lynn Tito 7-8
Stanley & Laura Shatford 7-13
Delbert & Caroline Schroeder 7-15
Louis & Delilah Dooley 7-18
Joe Pagan & Jeanne Kenlon 7-26

Norma Schoppa
Brad Hellickson
Ty Mehlberg
River Shelton
William Powell
Eloise Trost
Samantha Tito
Joe Galusha
Teonie Galusha
Jennifer Tito
Hayden Eads
Candy Powell
Sharon Dawson
Forrest Fulk
Margaret Randolph
Vic Noel
Margaret Sturtevant

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

July 1
July 2
July 4
July 4
July 5
July 10
July 12
July 14
July 17
July 17
July 20
July 21
July 23
July 23
July 23
July 25
July 29

238 Baptized,

July 31
July 31

Early AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Sophia Soltero
Aug. 2
Lamont Johnson
Aug. 4
Jesse Campazano
Aug. 5
Kimberly Dalton
Aug. 5
Geri Carlson
Aug. 7
If we missed any birthdays or
anniversaries, please contact the
church secretary. Thanks!

196 Confirmed

June 2, 2013

June 1, 2013

Pictured above, Vivian Criswell celebrated her 100th Vivian blows out her
candles at the Birthday
birthday at a party at her home with family and friends.
Reception at Faith.

At left, Dawn Falkenberg and
Karen Rumpel lead the children in
VBS craft time during the week.
Pictured between them is Karen’s
daughter, Alexis.
At right, the children were led
in games by Savannah Shelton
(near rt) & Delaney Creacy
(helping but not pictured were
Cheryl Rogers & Joshua Creacy).

Bradley Carpenter
Rev. Lowell Siebrass

Vivian Criswell attended a special birthday reception in her honor with her family between services
in Faith’s fellowship hall on Sunday, June 2, 2013.

Emily Wenz as “Spy Guy”, Investigating God’s truths!

Sun

7

2

Tue
3

Wed

31
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

Board of Director’s
Meeting 6 pm
24
Food Distribution
10am
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

10
10 am Food Distrib.
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study
11am-3:30 pm Youth
Picnic @ Don Lorenzi
Park
17
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

1

16
Bible Study 6 pm

9
Bible Study 6 pm

15
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

30
Bible Study 6 pm

23
Bible Study 6 pm

29
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

22
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

Elder’s Meeting 6 pm

8
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

Mon

July

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

14
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

21
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

28
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

Thu
4
Independence Day

OFFICE CLOSED
11
Bible Study @ 10 am

18
Bible Study @ 10 am

25
Bible Study @ 10 am

5

6

Sat

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

27

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

20

Pastor Wenz at family
wedding till July 14th

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

13

Altar Guild @ 9am

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

Fri

12

19

26
10 am LYF Beach
Trip

2013

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays:

8:00 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 A.M.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 A.M.

Contemporary Praise Service
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