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How does God 

“Bring His  

Children home?” 

Through YOU! 

When YOU invite 

them to hear 

the Word of God 

with YOU! 

 

Invite 

a family member, 

neighbor,  

Co-worker, fellow  

student, or friend 

to join YOU on 

Sunday 

in attending. 

 

Worship  

Services: 

8:00 A.M. 

Traditional 

10:30 A.M. 

Contemporary 

 

Sunday School 

available Pre-K to 

High School 

at 9:20 A.M. 

Adult Bible Study 

Classes 

at 9:20 A.M. 

wholeheartedly to 
building a distinctive 
community of faith, 
unique to the world. 

The radically new 
nature of these early 
Christian communities is 
made apparent when 
we look at the social 
bonds that unite other 
groups. Social scientist 
Rene Girard has developed the thesis that 
“human communities prior and outside the 
Christian revelation, develop out of an act of 
violence which unites all over-against one.” 
Instead of focusing on what people have in 
common, most groups focus on who is differ-

ent and then reject those 
people. 
Girard maintains that tradi-
tionally, communities use 
scapegoating to select a 
victim to blame and ex-
clude from their ranks. The 
group then finds solidarity 
in placing blame on one 
and the violence vented on 
the excluded person(s) 
firmly unites the rest, cre-
ating community bonds. 

Girard argues that community solidarity 
has been overwhelmingly based on this “all-
against-one” premise. To insure their contin-
ued survival, communities impose rules that 
punish those who follow the scapegoat’s be-
havior in order to avoid breaking up the 
group. This is seen in many of the ways that 
communism and fascism drew people in at the 
beginning of the 20th century, which led to 2 
World Wars. 
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“Enlarging God’s Family” 
It’s time for Christians to think in terms 
of “We” rather than “I.” The biblical 
focus is on the community. God’s answer 
to the human predicament was to create 

a new community, to start a family! 

Growing up in a loving family is an im-
portant part of every healthy person. I was 
blessed to not only have my own family, 
but was brought into my pastor’s family, 
whom I lived with during my last 3 years of 
high school. I have many great memories of 
family holiday celebrations with both my 
biological family and my “adopted” family. 
It was these experiences which have 
helped me understand the great changes 
and needs in the lives of foster care chil-
dren, which our Vi-
sioning Committee 
proposed that our 
church help. And at 
the October Voters’ 
Assembly Meeting, the 
church adopted the 
proposal to enlarge 
Faith’s family to em-
brace Foster Care 
children and families! 

This fits well with 
God’s plans for His 
people. Among all the miracles contained 
in the New Testament, perhaps the most 
astounding is the emergence of the Chris-
tian church from a small, scattered, dis-
heartened, and confused group of believ-
ers. How did this happen? What enabled 
this fearful remnant to become the Body of 
Christ? Their secret was no secret. Begin-
ning with the event of Pentecost the early 
Christian believers devoted themselves 

FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK… 
Pastor Paul Wenz 

Continued on next page... 



 

 

However, in the earliest Christian communities the 

scapegoat release valve for hostilities and promoting unity 

was replaced with including others who were different. By 

refusing to base community ties on a foundation of violence 

and exclusion, a radically new kind of community was creat-

ed. The apostles didn’t seek revenge against those who 

killed Jesus, but sought to forgive and embrace the very 

people who crucified Him! They didn’t look down on the 

poor, widowed and orphaned, but sought to love and sup-

port them! 

The perfect example of the change Jesus was bringing 

about is found in the story of the woman who was being 

prosecuted for adultery (John 8:1-11). Here is a typical 

scapegoat scenario: The woman is isolated, the communi-

ty’s rejection of her is complete, and her traditional punish-

ment (stoning to death) is a classic act of violence. When 

confronted with this clear-cut situation, 

Jesus invokes his new rules for communi-

ty and destroys the establishment “logic” 

of legal violence. Jesus’ response to the 

Pharisees, “Let anyone among you who is 

without sin be the first to throw a stone 

at her,” shatters the illusion of this wom-

an’s essential difference from the rest of 

the community. She can no longer serve 

as their scapegoat. Her violent death 

would actually further disrupt the com-

munity, not unify it. Jesus reveals that 

God’s “Kingdom” is a “kingdom” of peo-

ple unified by forces of love and for-

giveness. 

In Acts the post-resurrection band of believers is trying 

to figure out how they will live out the love of Jesus Christ 

shown to them by His sacrificial death on the cross. Before 

his death Jesus spoke often about what should be the true 

nature of this new community. In Mark 10:42-44 he respond-

ed to the petty rivalry among the disciples by proclaiming 

that “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 

recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great 

ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but 

whoever wishes to become great among you must be your 

servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be 

slave to all.” But then, after Jesus’ resurrection, they were 

empowered to truly love like Jesus! 

At Pentecost the inclusive, rather than exclusive nature 

of Christian community was demonstrated. In a reversal of 

the Tower of Babel story, the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pen-

tecost makes communication between people of all lan-

guages once again possible. And judging from Peter’s new 

boldness in preaching to the crowd, the gift of the Spirit 

also gave the disciples the ability to stand together in 

peace in spite of being “victims” whose master has been 

killed. 

From the time of Pentecost on, we see the Church 

struggling to maintain this unique nature of “kingdom” 

community. In Acts 2:41-47 and 4:32, Luke shows how the 

early Christian communities were changed from people 

competing for resources to those who “sold property and 

possessions to give to anyone who had need” (Acts 2:45). 

Here in Acts, community is nurtured and strengthened by a 

commitment to sharing resources, because they saw how 

God had given them His best—by giving His only Son for the 

salvation of the world (John 3:16). 

This is what Faith is working on with our newly adopted 

Vision Statement (see article on page 4). God has blessed 

us with many resources in our Faith Family—mature Chris-

tians, growing in His Word; a paid-off 

mortgage; several other groups sharing 

our facility; and people who love the 

Lord and want to serve. In the Spirit of 

the Post Pentecost Church, Faith is striv-

ing to reach out to our community by 

sharing what God has giving us. This will 

certainly be done with material help for 

the foster care families we will “adopt,” 

but more importantly, it will be done by 

our prayers and concern for foster care 

children who are among the most power-

less and vulnerable.  

     Just as Paul said that the Church is 

the Body of Christ with many members, 

Faith will experience the maturing of that body as we seek 

to include others into our community—even those who can-

not contribute to our budget or membership rolls. Because 

Christ is the bedrock of our community, there is no room 

for exclusionary tests for communal membership. We can 

see that foster care children and families and the social 

workers who help them, are the kinds of people whom God 

loves and wants us to share with. This vision did not come 

without much discussion and prayer. The Visioning Commit-

tee prayed for the Holy Spirit to give us direction. It is the 

very nature of the Holy Spirit to unify, not to divide (1 Co-

rinthians 12:12 ff), so adding people to our “family” by 

praying for them is a great first step. Showing love and 

kindness to those who are struggling can also be one of the 

strongest witness to Jesus Christ; just as the song says, 

“They will know we are Christians by our love!” 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Paul Wenz 

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON: 

Nov. 18th  @ 6 PM 

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:  

Oct. 20th @ 6 PM 



 

 

Oct. 26, 2013 

Helping with the craft table are Glinda the Good 

Witch (Dawn Falkenberg) & Cailee the Wicked Witch. 

Dolly Hart did face painting for the kids! 

It was a hard choice for winners of the cake walk. 

Handing out goodies from their trunks were: Elvis (Rocco Tito at left), Good Witch Suzanne & Cowboy Andy Shaffer (center), and Kim Carpenter (right). 

Jon Cross (right) as Garfield & 

his son Matt as Odie the dog. 

Johnny Taggart, the “spider” 

man, displayed his tarantulas. 

Dracula (Teoni) & werewolf husband (Joe Galusha)! 

Lining up for Trunk-or-Treating, two clown moms with kids. 



 

 

On Saturday, October 19, 2013, Faith hosted the Circuit Lu-

theran Women’s Missionary League Fall Rally. The Theme was, 

“Faithful Women in a Modern World.” Pastor Wenz began with a 

devotion on the book of Esther. The main speaker was Susan Kind-

schy, the Pacific Southwest District LWML VP (pictured above). 

Susan has had much experience in ministry as the wife of Rev. Low-

ell Kindschy, VP of the PSD. They worship at Shepherd of the Val-

ley in Santa Ynez, CA. 

With praise music led by our own, Kedma Wenz, the ladies sang 

and worshipped together and enjoyed some great fellowship. There 

was a great turn out with 45 in attendance from almost every church 

in the circuit. Especially notable was the attendees from Redeemer, 

Nuevo, who are starting up a new LWML group. 

Following the speaker, the ladies enjoyed a luncheon hosted by 

Faith’s LWML.  

Oct. 19, 2013 

On October 20, 2013, Faith’s Voters’ 

Assembly unanimously adopted the 

Visioning Committee’s presentation 

of “Faith in Motion.” 

“Guided by God’s Holy Spirit, “Guided by God’s Holy Spirit,   
Faith Lutheran Church’s visionFaith Lutheran Church’s vision 

is tois to  reach our community effective-reach our community effective-
ly with the Gospel of Jesus Christ ly with the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
byby  supporting families and children supporting families and children 
impacted by abuseimpacted by abuse  and neglect,and neglect, 

andand  giving them hope so they will giving them hope so they will 
know God's loving Grace.”know God's loving Grace.” 

The Circuit 18 elections were done at the end of the rally. Pastor 

Wenz, the Circuit LWML Counselor, installed (from far left): Bon-

nie Lanz from Redeemer Nuevo as Secretary, Ida Williams from 

First Lutheran in Lake Elsinore as the VP and Rachel Scott-Brace 

from Promise in Murrieta as President. 

The Visioning Committee that formed last Spring, present-

ed their recommendations to the congregation at the Voters’ 

Assembly meeting on Oct. 20th. The eight member committee 

took turns explaining the three point plan to impact our com-

munity for Christ, which was unanimously adopted! 

The City of Riverside recently began a program to involve 

faith communities in supporting the foster care network called 

“Faith in Motion.” Faith Lutheran Church adopted the vision 

statement (below) along with the three-point plan to : 

1) Adopt a Social Worker (supporting a social worker 

with prayers and support),  

2) Pictures and Prayer (a social worker will give us  a 

picture of a child needing to be adopted whom we will 

pray for during the year), and  

3) Adopt a Foster Care Family (supporting families 

with prayers and occasional home items). 

These action plans will not  impact the church budget but 

will allow members of Faith to bless foster care families 

through prayer and with common items that many of us have 

around our homes like extra furniture and bedding items. For 

children who are moved around often in the foster care system, 

small things like your own pillow can make a big difference! 

Stay tuned for updates soon on whom we will be assigned. 

Diana Klaub (left) and Linda Burgo (with grandson) explain the Vision! 



 

 

 

HEALTH NOTES 
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse 

marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org  
 

NOVEMBER 2013 
 

BONE MARROW AWARE-

NESS MONTH 
 

Every four minutes, someone is diagnosed with a blood cancer such 

as leukemia or lymphoma. Every 10 minutes, blood cancer takes a 

person’s life.  

On any given day, more than 6,000 men, women and children are 

searching the National Registry of marrow donors for a life-saver 

like you – these people have leukemia, lymphoma and other life-

threatening blood diseases that can be treated by a bone marrow 

transplant. For many, a transplant may be the best – or only – hope 

of a cure.  Less than 30% of these can find a match within their own 

family, and the other 70% are depending on us. Only four out of ten 

will receive the transplant that could save their lives. YOU could 

help change the odds! 
 

 

WHAT IS A BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT? 
A bone marrow transplant is a life-saving treatment for people 

with leukemia, lymphoma and other blood cancers. To prepare 

for transplant, patients undergo chemotherapy and/or radiation to 

destroy their diseased marrow. Then, healthy blood-forming stem 

cells are transfused directly into the patient’s bloodstream, where 

they can begin to function and multiply. The cells must be a 

close match to the patient’s – most transplant patients cannot find 

a matching donor within their own family. 

 

WHY IS THERE A NEED? 
Thousands of patients with leukemia, lymphoma or multiple my-

eloma depend on finding matching donors to save their lives… 

donors must be a close genetic match. Even with a registry of 

more than 11 million willing donors, 60% of these patients will 

never receive the transplant they need. Donors of all ethnicities 

are needed to improve these odds. 

 

HOW DO I BECOME A MARROW DONOR? 
Certain health standards must be met, to protect the well-being of 

both the donor and the patient. 

To join the registry, donors MUST  

▪ fill out an information & consent form and swab the 

  inside of their cheeks to collect cells for “tissue typing” 

  (genetic matching).  

▪ be between 18 and 55 years of age 

▪ meet medical requirements (examples: weigh at least 

  110 pounds but not exceed a body mass index [“BMI”] of 

  40, not have HIV infection, hepatitis B or C, kidney or 

  liver disease, insulin-dependent diabetes, autoimmune 

  disorders, not have heart disease or had heart surgery, 

  etc.)  

▪ be willing to donate to any patient in need. 

When you sign up as a bone marrow donor, you make a commit-

ment to consider donating to any searching patient you might 

match. Donation is voluntary so you are never under any legal 

obligation. However, because a late decision not to donate can be 

life-threatening to a patient, please think seriously about your 

commitment before joining the registry. If you would only con-

sider donating to a specific patient, you will need to be tested 

privately and not join the national registry. For more infor-

mation about private testing, visit www.bonemarrowtest.com. If 

you have additional questions, contact DKMS at +1 (866) 

340-3567, or by email at info@dkmsamericas.org.  

 

THE COST OF DONATING 
There is no cost to the donor: costs will be covered by the pa-

tient’s insurance, or by the National Marrow Donor Program 

which operates the “Be The Match!” Registry or by DKMS. 

This includes costs for travel, meals, lodging or other necessary 

expenses. The donor’s insurance will never be used. 

 
HOW TO DONATE BONE MARROW  

There are two ways to donate bone marrow. The method used 

for donation depends upon the patient’s needs and is determined 

by the patient’s doctor.  

 

A. Peripheral Blood Stem Cell Donation (PBSC): 

In this method, cells are collected via the bloodstream. To in-

crease the number of stem cells in the bloodstream, donors re-

ceive daily injections of a synthetic protein called filgrastim for 

4 days before and on the day of the collection. 

      On the day of collection the donor's blood is removed with a 

sterile needle from one arm and passed through a machine that 

separates out the blood stem cells. The remaining blood is re-

turned to the donor through the other arm. The cell collection is 

an outpatient procedure that takes about 4-6 hours on 1-2 con-

secutive days.  

     Possible side effects and recovery: While taking the fil-

grastim, many donors experience flu-like symptoms such as 

headaches, bone and muscle achiness and fatigue. Most side 

effects should subside within 48 hours.  

 
B.  Bone Marrow Donation: Marrow cells are collected from the 

backside of the pelvic bone (not the spine) using a special sy-

ringe. Donors receive general anesthesia so no pain is experi-

enced during the marrow extraction. This is a 1-2 hour, outpa-

tient, surgical procedure.  

 

Possible side effects and recovery: Many donors experience 

some pain, bruising and stiffness for up to two weeks after their 

donation. Within a week of donating, most donors are able to 

return to work, school and many regular activities. The donor’s 

marrow is completely replenished within a few weeks. 
 

       

       

 

 

DKMS is the acronym for “Deutsche Knochenmarkspender-

datei”, meaning Bone Marrow Donor Center, because it was 

founded in Germany! 



 

 

 

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP —  1  Barbara Danbo by adult confirmation 
       (Other new members were received by transfer in Sept.) 

LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP —  0   
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:  243 Baptized,         201 Confirmed 

Leslie Powell 11-02 

Larry Phipps  11-05 

Suzanne Johnson Antim 11-07 

Jasiah Shelton 11-07 

Tom Horvath 11-08 

Duane Feinauer 11-13 

Cassandra Pollock  11-14  

Noami Dooley 11-17 

Jennifer Soltero  11-18  

Hailea Eads  11-20 

Delilah Dooley 11-21 

Jeremy Tito 11-21 

Shirley Valk 11-24 

Brian Michaud  11-25  

Diana Klaub 11-28 

 

Early DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stephanie Michaud 12-03 

Kim Carpenter 12-04 

Darla Izzo 12-06 

Johnny Taggart 12-07 

Willie Winters 12-07 

If we missed any birthdays or  
anniversaries, please contact the 

church secretary. Thanks! 

Oct. 13, 2013 

Don & Carolyn Donaldson Nov. 5 
Jamie & Missy Creacy Nov. 14 

Andy & Suzanne Shaffer Nov. 15 
Carlos & Heather Olea  Nov. 23 

Lonnie & Elaine Mehlberg Nov. 26 

Brought into membership on New Member Sunday on Oct. 13, 2013 at the 

8 am service were (from left): Jackie and Don Hill and Barbara Danbo. 

Not pictured were Fred and Trudi Eix and Karen Byer. 

Night of Worship for Youth! 

Starting Saturday,  November 30th, our new 

Youth Leader, James Chung and Faith’s junior and 

senior high Youth Groups will be  hosting a Night of 

Worship and prayer for the youth of our church and 

community.  

Designed to give the youth their own platform to 

discuss current issues, and especially to lift these to 

God in prayer for each other and our community, 

“Fellowship N.O.W!” hopes to be a monthly event that 

will draw youth together to impact the community for 

Christ in their own way.  

With the latest adoption of the church’s Vision 

Statement, the Youth will be able to pray fro the foster 

care families and children as well as for those who are 

dealing with other hardships. 

Event starts at 7:00 pm. Bring a friend! 



 

 



 

 



 

 

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT! 
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus 

“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b 

Jesus took our sin & death 
and in exchange — week by week — we receive 

    forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God. 

         Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays: 
 

  
 
 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH                         
4785 Jackson Street                            
Riverside, CA 92503                                                                                                
 
 
 
TIME SENSITIVE                                                               RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
GOD BLESS THOSE WHO DELIVER THIS! 
 

8:00 A.M.  Traditional Worship Service 

   

9:20 A.M.  Sunday School and Adult Bible Class  

 Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult) 
 to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word. 

   

10:30 A.M.  Contemporary Praise Service 
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Faith Thanksgiving 

Sun., November 24th 

@ 4:00 PM 


