
 

 

FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK… 
Pastor Paul Wenz 
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How does God 

“bring His  

Children home”? 

Through YOU! 

When YOU invite 

them to hear 

the Word of God 

with YOU! 

 

Invite 

a family member, 

neighbor,  

Co-worker, fellow  

student, or friend 

to join YOU on 

Sunday 

in attending. 

 

Worship  

Services 

8:00 a.m.  

Traditional 

10:30 A.M. 

Contemporary 

 

Sunday School 

available Pre-K to 

High School 

at 9:20 A.M. 

Adult Bible Study 

Classes 

at 9:20 A.M. 
 
 

reading and writing so 
much. This past event is 
guiding her future choices. 

That’s why it is impor-
tant that we tell the right 
stories to others. What we 
say will have a long lasting 
effect. This is seen in the 
very meaning of the word textus in Latin, 
which literally means a “weaving” or “web.” 
So “text” describes the weaving of language, 
whether spoken or written, into patterned 
compositions significant to the community 
from which it comes. 

Whether spinning yarns or spinning wool, 
spinning is a practice 
human beings have imi-
tated from nature’s most 
expert weaver, the 
greatest producer of a 
textus, the spider. If 
you’ve ever inadver-
tently walked through a 
big, draping spider’s 
web, you know how 

those delicate strands can be sticky, clingy 
and tenacious. Getting a well-woven spider 
web out of your hair, your eyelashes or your 
clothing can be a frustrating task. 

Even to a casual observer, a spider’s web 
appears to be an impressive little building 
project. Although 
not always per-
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God’s Web of Faith 
When my first two children were very 

young, I used to tell them bedtime stories. 
It wasn’t just a different story each night, 
but one long, continuous story which I 
added to for almost a year, drawing out 
the characters and scenes of a faraway 
forest in which a battle between good and 
evil played out. I’m sure my own story 
drew upon my readings of C.S. Lewis and 
J.R.R. Tolkien, who were especially gifted 
at telling stories and able to entice others 
with their tales. When someone can tell 
such a good story, we might hear, “They 
sure can spin a yarn.”  

“Spinning a yarn” 
is drawing out the 
single, unbroken 
thread of a story from 
out of all the words 
that could be chosen 
and tying them to-
gether in a way that 
creates a coherent 
whole. “Spinning a 
yarn” isn’t just retelling events to others. 
It makes the story a part of each listener’s 
life by drawing them in and winding itself 
around their own experiences, becoming a 
part of their past, present and future. In an 
essay my daughter wrote for high school 
recently, she mentioned my story telling as 
a part of her formation and why she enjoys 



 

 

fectly symmetrical, the radiating support strands linked to-
gether with ring after ring of concentric circles is a remark-
able sight. When nature sprinkles such a web with perfectly 
spaced and placed dewdrops and lights it up with a morning 
sunbeam, the effect is one of dazzling beauty.  

But whatever impression spider webs have made on us 
in the past, that doesn’t compare with what how today’s 
scientists see them. Scientists have determined that the 
chemical makeup of an ordinary strand of spider’s web is 
five to 10 times stronger than steel—stronger than the ma-
terial that holds up the tallest skyscrapers or supports the 
longest bridges in the world! No wonder bio-
engineers are determined to try to break the 
spider’s genetic code so that they can create 
a biochemically engineered materials that 
can replace steel. 

When you combine the innate strength 
of each strand with the engineering design 
of a spider’s web, you have the single 
strongest structure known in nature. On a 
weight basis, spider’s silk is stronger than steel. In fact, sci-
entists have computed that a pencil-thick strand of silk 
could stop a Boeing 747 in flight. Little surprise that it’s so 
hard to scrape off your fingers and out of your eyes!  

While searching for a new, stronger material that out-
does steel, what those scientists don’t know is that there is 
already in existence a structure that successfully imitates 
the inter-woven strength of a spider’s web. This structure 
has reproduced the enduring elasticity of a spider’s thread 
so well that it can stretch its silken cords of connection 
back into the past and shoot them far into the future.  

This structure, this intricately woven web, is the body 
of Christ, the community of faith, the church; and the Web-
Weaver is the Holy Spirit. 

How is the church a web? The church is bound together 
by the continuing living presence of the Holy Spirit in our 
midst. The Holy Spirit weaves a web of witness and commit-
ment between believers, even across generations of believ-
ers, through the astounding power and diversity of the spiri-
tual gifts each one of us has received. 

As Faith celebrates its 75th year of Word and Sacrament 
Ministry, think about how you became part of this church 
family. Someone invited you or perhaps you were born into 
a family that has worshipped here for generations. Or per-
haps you found Faith after going to other churches for a 
while. However you got connected, your experience was 

connected by someone who made an impact in your life. And 
your individual gifts and witness will also touch others now 
and in the future as the love of Christ is transmitted across 
this “web” to every other individual in contact with it. Even 
as all the individual members of a congregation express a 
unique spiritual gift (See 1 Corinthians 12), so a combined 
faith community expresses its unique spirit.  

So what vibration are we sending out at Faith? What kind 
of spirit prevails in our church? Faith is a result of God’s work 
through many past individuals, from pastors and Sunday 
School teachers, to the unsung servants who bless the church 

as a whole. But ultimately, we are woven 
together by the love of Christ that is embod-
ied in someone who believed in you at some 
difficult moment in your past, be it a parent, 
a teacher, a Scout leader, a friend, or a rela-
tive. At Faith, we want to thank the Lord for 
the witness and strength of these webs back 
into the past.  
Yet we also want to throw this “web” into 

the future. We are here as a congregation today because of 
those who continue to believe in sharing the love of God in 
the Gospel now and into tomorrow. The greatest story is “His 
Story” in the Gospel which connects God’s people. Because 
of God’s story in the lives of the people of Faith, we can see 
the unbroken   commitment to and love for Jesus Christ 
which has brought our church through the past three quar-
ters of a century! However, lest we are tempted to pat our-
selves on the back for these past 75 years of ministry, let us 
remember that the only way any of us can enter the future 
and fulfill the mission God has chosen for us is if we realize 
that the most important person in the universe believes in 
us—indeed, believes in us more than we believe in ourselves.  

That someone is, of course, Jesus Christ. The future 
strength of the web of faith is created as each individual 
confesses faith in Christ and experiences Christ's ongoing, 
future-leading presence in their life. Our individual experi-
ences become one with the faith of the whole community. It 
is this communal experience of faith at Faith that creates 
the web of the future for future generations. Our spiritual 
gifts work together, not to glorify our individual selves, but 
to build up this body, this web, the Body of Christ at Faith 
and throughout the world, which is the Lord’s church! The 
story of Faith is still being written, thanks to our Lord! 

 Your servant in Christ, 

 Pastor Paul Wenz 
NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON: 

Oct. 8th  @ 6 PM 
 

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:  
Oct. 17th  @ 6 PM 



 

 

On November 3, 2012, Faith Lutheran Church will celebrate her 75th Anni-
versary as a church with a 1 pm service. Please sign up in the narthex for the 
“Planned Potluck”  reception following worship.  

Also, check out the new photos being added to Faith’s website history sec-
tion each month at www.flcr.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

Oct. 7th 
LWML Sunday 

~~~~ 
Oct. 20th, 9 am 
LWML Fall Rally  

At Promise Lutheran  
in Murrieta 

~~~~ 
Oct. 21st at 11:45 am 

Voter’s Assembly 
~~~~ 

Nov. 3rd at 1 pm 
75th Anniversary 

Service & Reception 
~~~~ 

Nov. 18th 
New Member Sunday 

The groundbreaking 
ceremony for the cur-
rent Sanctuary of Faith 
Lutheran Church took 
place on Sunday, Au-
gust 13, 1980. It was a 
time of anticipation for 
all that God was doing 
at our church and what 
God would do in the 
future. 
     Today, we also live 
in that anticipation for 
what God will do in and 
through Faith Lutheran! 

By the winter of 1980, the current 
Sanctuary of Faith Lutheran 
Church was rising. The framework 
of the front entrance can be seen at 
right.            
     God continues to build our 
church today, not with wood or 
stones, but with people, for we are 
“like living stones, are being built 
into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood” (1 Peter 2:5)! 

The dedication ceremony for the 
current Sanctuary took place in the 
spring of 1981. An outdoor reception 
followed in front of the new building. 
     Today, we continue to have many 
fellowship events on that same 
patio—Sunday brunches, Easter 
Passion Plays, VBS events and a 
new Home School Network that be-
gan using our campus for their 
meetings this fall. Now we also have 
people praising God at our church 
speaking English, Spanish, Indone-
sian and Korean! 



 

 

Sept. 29, 2012     Since July, Terry Lynn 
Tito has hosted monthly 
“Youth Director” meetings 
with the Jr. and Senior High 
Youth to get their ideas and 
to plan for  future events. 
The youth will be taking part 
in future baptisms at Faith 
by presenting baptismal 
blankets and a Bible Verse 
for each child. 
 

At the September meet-
ing, the youth celebrated 
Brandon’s birthday with 
carne asada and cupcakes.  
Pictured clockwise from top 
left are: Lelanie Pivaral; 
Kiana Campuzano; Delaney 
Creacy; Delaney’s baby 
nephew, Carter Nord; and 
Brandon. 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 27, 2012 
5:30PM - 7:30 PM 

JOIN US FOR:  
FOOD, GAMES, TRUNK-OR-TREAT, 
CAKE WALK, HOT DOGS, & MORE!  

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE NATALIE SHELTON 
OR CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE:  

(951) 689-2626 
Drop off Candy Donations at the church office! 

    The 2012 Chili 
Cook-Off had nine 
contestants. There 
were many good 
chilis to taste, includ-
ing a “Chili-Verde” 
version made by the 
youth group the night 
before at their meet-
ing using only “green” 
ingredients. 

At left is this  year’s 
winner, David Tito 
(who tied for first last 
year). 2nd place was 
Rocco Tito and tied 
for  3rd place were 
Van & Susie Fairfax 
with Faith’s Youth 
G r o u p  “ G r e e n 
Chicken Chili.” 

Sept. 30, 2012 

First time 
entrants, 
Sandy and 
Mike Bed-
well (at right) 
pose with 
what was 
left of their 
tasty chili, 
while Jamie 
Creacy and 
Bruce Duer-
feldt hand 
out samples 
(at left).  

New to Faith’s 
youth group, 
Brandon was 
given a trick can-
dle for his birth-
day which kept 
relighting!     
The youth group 
plans on many 
more celebra-
tions in the future 
as the Lord 
blesses them 
with growth! 



 

 

HEALTH NOTES  
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, CIC, FCN, Parish Nurse 

marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org  
 

OCTOBER: 

 BREAST CANCER  
 AWARENESS 

     Breast cancer is the most common cancer among American 
women, except for skin cancers. The chance of developing invasive 
breast cancer at some time in a woman’s life is slightly less than 1 
in 8 (12%). 
     The American Cancer Society’s recent estimates for breast 
cancer in the USA (from 2011) are: 
▪ about 230,500 new cases of invasive breast cancer will 
  be diagnosed in women this year 
▪ about 57,650 new cases of non-invasive breast cancer   
  (carcinoma in situ) will be diagnosed 
▪ about 39,500 women will die from breast cancer 
     After increasing for more than two decades, female breast cancer 
incidence decreased by about 2% per year from 1998 to 2007. This 
was seen only in women aged 50 and older, and may be due in part 
to the decline in use of hormone replacement therapy after meno-
pause. (A study published in 2002 linked the use of hormone ther-
apy to an increased risk of breast cancer and heart diseases.) 
     Breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths in 
women, exceeded only by lung cancer. The chance that breast can-
cer will be responsible for a woman’s death is about 1 in 35 (~3%). 
At this time, there are over 2.5 million breast cancer survivors in 
the USA, including women still being treated and those who have 
completed treatment. 
 

 
 

WHAT IS BREAST CANCER? 
Breast cancer is a malignant (cancerous) tumor that starts from cells 
of the breast. These cancer cells may grow into (“invade”) sur-
rounding tissues or spread (“metastasize”) to distant areas of the 
body. The disease occurs almost entirely in women, but men can 
get it, too. 

RISK FACTORS 
While we don’t know exactly what causes breast cancer, we do 
know that certain risk factors are linked to the disease. Having a 
risk factor, or even several, doesn’t mean that a woman will get 
breast cancer; and many women who get the disease aren’t aware of 
any risk factors. 

You can’t change…. 
▪ Age:  the chance of getting breast cancer increases as a 
  woman gets older  
▪ Gender:  men also get it, but it’s about 100 times more 
  common in women than men 

HELP WITH TESTING & TREATMENT COSTS 
Breast cancer testing is available free or at very little 
cost through a special program called THE NATIONAL 
BREAST AND CERVICAL CANCER EARLY DETECTION 

PROGRAM (NBCCEDP). Info available through your state’s 
Department of Health. 

Also, breast cancer treatment for women in need:  con-
tact the CDC at 1-800-232-4636  

▪ Genetic factors: 5-10% of breast cancers appear to be 
  linked to inherited changes (“mutations”) in certain 
  genes (e.g., women with BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes 
  have up to 80% chance of getting breast cancer)  
 ▪ Family history:  breast cancer risk is higher among 
  women who have a close blood relative with this   
  disease – having a mother, sister, or daughter with 
  breast cancer may double a woman’s risk 
▪ Personal history:  a woman with cancer in one breast 
  has a greater chance of getting a new cancer in the other 
  breast  
▪Race: white women are slightly more likely to get breast 
  cancer than African-Americans, Asians, Hispanics or 
  Native American women 
▪ Dense breast tissue: women with dense breast tissue 
  (more gland tissue, less fat) may be at increased risk of 
  breast cancer (also makes it harder to spot problems on 
  mammograms) 
▪ Menstrual periods: women who began having periods 
  early (before age 12) or went through menopause after 
  the age of 55 have a slightly higher risk of breast cancer 

You can change…. 
▪ Not having children or having them later in life (after 
  Age 30) increases breast cancer risk 
▪ Not breastfeeding 
▪  Use of birth control pills (risk returns to normal after ~ 10 
  years once BC pills are stopped) 
▪ Hormone therapy after menopause 
▪ Alcohol consumption of more than one drink per day 
▪ Overweight/obesity particularly if the weight gain took 
  place during adulthood 
▪ Lack of exercise –one study found that 1 ¼ - 2 ½ hours 
  of brisk walking per week reduced the risk by 18%! 
 

DIAGNOSIS… WHICH TEST IS BEST FOR YOU? 
Besides monthly breast self-examination, here are seven methods 
of breast cancer detection to discuss with your doctor: 
▪ mammograms: low dose radiation, uncomfortable but 
  generally safe and accurate 
▪ magnetic resonance imaging: preferred screening tool 
  for young women with very dense breast tissue; costly 
▪ ultrasound: high-frequency sound waves; often used 
  after abnormal mammogram; not good for finding early 
  cancer signs 
▪ digital mammography more effective than traditional 
  “mammo” 
▪ ductal lavage (breast Pap test) fluids collected from the 
  breast milk duct are examined under a microscope  
▪ 3-D mammogram/digital tomosynthesis new technology, 
  very accurate, but not yet widely available  
▪ positive emission mammography (“PEM”) involves inject 
  tion or small amount of radioactive material which cancer 
  cells absorb; showing promise in detecting early-stage 
  breast cancers 
 

WHAT’S NEXT? 
Perhaps our genes will tell us which screening method is best for 
each of us… the PINK study, being conducted by Scripps Health 
in San Diego, will tailor breast cancer screenings based on DNA 
variants, says the director of genetics with Scripps Genomic Medi-
cine…. 

       
        

 
www.cancer.org/cancer/breastcancer/overviewguide  

www.lifescript.com/health/health-center/breast_cancer_old.aspx 



 

 

 
 

 

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP —  0   

LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP —  0   
Membership stands at:     238 Baptized,         195 Confirmed 

Dora Perry  10-3 
Joan Sonnenberg 10-6 
Lourdes Fulk  10-8 
Josh Kwiatkowski 10-8 
Paul Kwiatkowski 10-11 
Amanda Creacy 10-12 
Laura Shatford 10-13 
Carlos Olea  10-14 
Audrey Mauro   10-17 
Chris Bodiford  10-18 
Fran Walsh  10-18 
Kathy Deupree  10-19 
Diane Feinauer  10-19 
Tommy Galusha 10-23 
Diane Link  10-23 
Tammy Kwiatkowski 10-25 
Rachel Wenz  10-27 
Heather Svika  10-28 
 

Kiana Campuzano 10-31 
Natalie Shelton 10-31 
 

EARLY  NOVEMBER   BIRTHDAYS 
Leslie Powell 11-02 
Suzanne Johnson  11-07 
Josiah Shelton 11-07 
Tom Horvath 11-08 Brian & Stephanie Michaud Oct. 3rd 

Bill & Leslie Powell    Oct. 7th 
Michael & Terry Lynn Tito Oct. 13th 

If we missed any birthdays  
or anniversaries,  

please contact the church  
secretary. Thanks 

And Pastor 
D i n o ’ s 
Birthday 

The Indonesian Lutheran Church, which began worship in Faith’s 
sanctuary in January of this year, celebrated their 11th Anniver-
sary as an LCMS congregation. On a very warm September eve-
ning, the Indonesian Church had lots of cultural foods and fellow-
ship to offer in the grass in front of the church. With several fami-
lies still worshipping (above) since the move to Faith from La 
Puente, the church looks to the future of adding Indonesian Chris-
tians from the Inland Empire. 

Sept. 30, 2012 

The Indonesian Church celebrated 
Pastor Dino Tumbuan 65th birth-
day on Sept. 30th as well! 
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COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT! 
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus 

“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become righteousness of God.” 
— 1 Corinthians 5:21b 

 Jesus took our sin & death 
        and in exchange — week by week — we receive 

           forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God. 

        Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays: 
 

  
 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH                         
4785 Jackson Street                            
Riverside, CA 92503                                                                                                
 
 
 
TIME SENSITIVE                                                               RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
GOD BLESS THOSE WHO DELIVER THIS! 
 

8:00 AM  Traditional Worship Service 
   

9:20 AM  Sunday School  and Adult Bible Class  
 Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult) 
 to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word. 

   
10:30 AM 

 

 Contemporary Praise Service 
 
 

NONPROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

RIVERSIDE, CA  
PERMIT NO. 890 

Smile! God Loves You! 


