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How does God  

òBring His  

Children home?ó 

Through YOU!  

When YOU invite 

them to hear  

the Word of God 

with YOU!  

 

Invite  

a family member, 

neighbor,  

Co-worker, fellow  

student, or friend  

to join YOU on 

Sunday  

in attending.  

 

Worship  

Services:  

8:00 A.M.  

Traditional  

10:30 A.M.  

Contemporary  

 

Sunday School  

available Pre -K to 

High School  

at 9:20 A.M.  

Adult Bible Study 

Classes  

at 9:20 A.M.  

them out right in front 
of him as you mutter, 
òThatõs so Bill.ó 

Your teenager in-
forms you at 7:15 p.m. 
that you both are ex-
pected at an important 
school function at 7:30 
p.m. Dumping your 
after -dinner coffee 
down the sink, you moan, òThatõs so Kelly.ó 

You are recuperating at home from a 
rotten case of the flu when your doorbell 
rings and your neighbor comes in with 
chicken soup for you and a casserole for the 
family. Through a haze of pain relievers and 
tissues, you murmur gratefully, òThatõs so 
Helen.ó 

Whenever your family goes anywhere, 
you know you wonõt be able to leave until 
your spouse get that family photo, so you 
smile as you hear the words, òLetõs get to-
gether for one last photo,ó as you say to 
yourself, òThatõs so Tom!ó 

After driving you crazy all day with 
noise and naughtiness, your youngest chil-
dren suddenly throw themselves on you, 

seeing who can get in the 
most hugs and kisses the 
quickest. Repenting for 
wanting to lock them in 
their rooms until they 
were 18, you sigh and re-
alizeñóThatõs so Michael 
and Katie.ó 
I love the book of Jeremi-
ah because we get to see 
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ñThatôs So God!ò 
When you come to experience and 
know God, all you can do is respond, 
òOh, thatõs so God.ó 
When youõve lived with someone long 

enough (a spouse, children, parents or 
roommates) you quickly learn how quirky 
the habits and hang-ups of others can be. 
Whether we focus on individual practices 
(òWhy does she always have to leave her 
shoes right in the middle of the door-
way!ó) or general personality traits 
(òWhy is he always so grumpy in the 
morning?ó), we soon learn what to ex-
pect and how to read the signs of the 
otherõs presence. Know someone long 
enough and well enough and you can pre-
dict their behavior with some degree of 
accuracy. After five and a half years of 
marriage, my wife and I pretty much 
know what the other is going to say and 
do (almost as if weõve been married 
much longer, which is why we joke that 
we count our anniversaries in òdog-
years!ó). After knowing those you live 
with so well, you learn to expect and 
accept the typical actions and reactions 
from those closest to 
you whether you like 
them or not.  

Do you know what 
Iõm talking about? 

Your spouse loses 
his keys for the thou-
sandth time and as he  

searches òeverywhereó 
complaining, òI canõt 
find them!ó You point 
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how human he isñstruggling with life as a believer and 
learning to live with God. Having served as Godõs prophet 
from his youth you can see how well the prophet knew 
Godõs heart and Godõs intentions for Israel as well as any 
human could. He had lived through some of the most 
devastating and disappointing moments in Israelõs histo-
ry. He had faced the stubbornness, foolishness and false 
loyalties of the people. Knowing Godõs purposes and 
Godõs people, Jeremiahõs message, not surprisingly, was 
laced with warnings and woe.  
But Jeremiahõs ultimate understanding of God provid-

ed him with the ability to see the big picture. The proph-
et could see past the moment of divinely ordained pun-
ishment to the time of divinely directed restoration. God 
was not vindictive or unloving. It is actually because he 
knew Godõs love and loyalty that Jeremiah spoke such 
seemingly harsh words. 

Jeremiah chapters 30-33 are sometimes called his 
òBook of Consolationó because it proclaims the future 
restoration of Israel as its primary theme. This section 
offers us the perfect example of a moment in time when 
all we can do is shake our heads in awe and wonder and 
exclaim: òThatõs so God.ó In fact, the entire notion of an 
involved, attentive deity should cause us to examine 
each page of Scripture with our eyes open in amazement 
that this remarkable attraction to human history is, mi-
raculously, òso God.ó 

¶ The divine Being who set everything 
into motion chooses an insignificant 
planet in an insignificant galaxy 
among millions in the universe to 
conduct an experiment: making God 
known.  

All we can say is, òThatõs so God!ó 

¶ God does not choose the power bro-
kers of Egypt, or the rich nation of 
ancient Nubia along the fertile Nile, 
or the technologically advanced Su-
merians, but a ragtag tribe of no-
madic sheepherders, known for little but their stub-
bornness and willfulness, to invite into a covenant 
with God to make God known.  

All we can say is, òThatõs so God!ó 

¶ God chooses an unknown, back-water, historically 
insignificant, small town in which to be born into 
human flesh in Bethlehem.  

All we can say is, òThatõs so God!ó 

¶ When Jesus attends a wedding celebration and the 
wine runs out, he doesnõt just instruct the servants 
to go into town to buy more, or even just get some 
clean water, but creates the best wine they had 
ever tasted in such quantities that it would outlast 
the wedding!  

All we can say is, òThatõs so God!ó 

¶ When Jesus feeds the hungry, as he did with the 
5,000, everyone is filled and satisfied and there are 
even plenty of left -overs. 

All we can say is, òThatõs so God!ó 
In Jeremiah 31:14 God says, òI will satisfy the priests 

with abundance,  and my people will be filled with my 
bounty.ó In the KJV the word òabundance is literally 

translated as òfatness,ó which conveys that we do not 
have a stingy or tightfisted God. Likewise, the picture of 
the Garden of Eden is not bare. When God told Adam 
and Eve to òBe fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earthó (Genesis 1:28), God was doing more than telling 
them to have babies. The Hebrew word for òfill the 
earthó conjures up the image of little children holding 
out their hands as someone fills their hands with good 
things. A familiar verse used as a table prayer from 
Psalm 145:16 says, òYou open your hand, satisfying the 
desire of every living thing.ó God also promises that the 
òpoor shall eat and be satisfiedó (Psalm 22:26) and God 
òhas filled the hungry with good thingsó (Luke 1:53). 
Heaven is portrayed as a place of abundance, as a mes-
sianic banquet, not a messianic snack. God wants to 
open the windows of heaven, or what translates literally 
as the sluices of heaven (Malachi 3:10), showering us 
with blessings. Thatõs so God. 

At Faith we celebrate our abundantly gracious and 
generous God. He has chosen a small congregation in 
Riverside to feed the poor and bring joy to hard -off fam-
ilies at  Christmas. He has chosen an older church that  
could sit back saying, òWeõve already done our part,ó to 
tackle lifeõs problems through prayer and sweat for fos-
ter care families and children as we did last month by 
painting & fixing up a run down little house for a family!  

     Why do we do these things? Because 
abundance is all about us reflecting 
Godõs abundant nature. Our God is a 
prodigal God (look up the word in the 
dictionary and youõll see it literally 
means ògenerous/extravagant to a 
faultó). Our God says to us what the fa-
ther said to his òprodigaló son in one of 
the most incredible statements in the 
Bible: òAll that is mine is yoursó (Luke 
15:31). Thatõs so God! 
     Our God does òabundantly far more 
than all we can ask or imagineó (Eph. 

3:20). Thatõs so God. Our God promises to meet our eve-
ry need òaccording to his riches in glory in Christ Je-
susó (Philippians 4:19). Thatõs so God. 
When we pray òGive us this day our daily bread,ó we 

are not praying for a prison diet of bread and water, but 
for an abundant supply of whatever it takes to make the 
body and soul faithful instruments for God. The word 
which we translate òdailyó actually conveys the mean-
ing of abundance. We are given beyond what we de-
serve or need for subsistence. Seek first the kingdom of 
God, the Bible says, and what is added will be amazing 
(Matthew 6:33).  

So if God wants to give you more than you ask for 
and deserve, that means not just physical blessings, but 
especially the spiritual blessings that will last forever! 
God wants to pour love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal. 
5:22-23) into your heart and life so that these gifts will 
overflow to others! We can see that in action at Faith 
and all we can say is what? òThatõs so God!ó 

Your servant in Christ,  

Pastor Paul Wenz 



 

 

Above, our homeless ministry served a pre-Christmas dinner and then let each 

of them pick out sleeping bags, jackets, blankets and shoes to help keep them 

warm, especially during the recent cold snap when it got into the 20s. We thank 

the Lord for the generosity of His people!  

December 18, 2013 

Janet Wasson hands out family presents (above at right) to 

one of our Food Distribution families on Dec. 18th. This 

year we received many Angel Tree presents from the con-

gregation for needy families along with gifts used for the 

homeless and many sleeping bags! Thanks to all who gave! 

A typical Social Ministry Food distribution is seen above on Dec. 18th as homeless and low 

income families come to Faith to receive bags of groceries, as well as some spiritual food 

from Pastor Wenzôs devotional and prayers. Pictured above left are Stephanie Michaud and 

Kathy Deupree checking people in. 

A thankful mother 

(above) received 

the presents for 

her children from 

the Faith Christ-

mas Angel Tree 

distribution on 

Dec. 18, 2013. 

�Í  We re-

ceived many 

shoes and 

coats this year 

to give away 

(left)! 

 

The pre-

Christmas 

chicken dinner 

was much 

appreciated by 

the homeless 

as always!  �Î  


