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How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:20 A.M.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
“That’s So God!”
When you come to experience and
know God, all you can do is respond,
“Oh, that’s so God.”
When you’ve lived with someone long
enough (a spouse, children, parents or
roommates) you quickly learn how quirky
the habits and hang-ups of others can be.
Whether we focus on individual practices
(“Why does she always have to leave her
shoes right in the middle of the doorway!”) or general personality traits
(“Why is he always so grumpy in the
morning?”), we soon learn what to expect and how to read the signs of the
other’s presence. Know someone long
enough and well enough and you can predict their behavior with some degree of
accuracy. After five and a half years of
marriage, my wife and I pretty much
know what the other is going to say and
do (almost as if we’ve been married
much longer, which is why we joke that
we count our anniversaries in “dogyears!”). After knowing those you live
with so well, you learn to expect and
accept the typical actions and reactions
from those closest to
you whether you like
them or not.
Do you know what
I’m talking about?
Your spouse loses
his keys for the thousandth time and as he
searches “everywhere”
complaining, “I can’t
find them!” You point
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them out right in front
of him as you mutter,
“That’s so Bill.”
Your teenager informs you at 7:15 p.m.
that you both are expected at an important
school function at 7:30
p.m. Dumping your
after-dinner coffee
down the sink, you moan, “That’s so Kelly.”
You are recuperating at home from a
rotten case of the flu when your doorbell
rings and your neighbor comes in with
chicken soup for you and a casserole for the
family. Through a haze of pain relievers and
tissues, you murmur gratefully, “That’s so
Helen.”
Whenever your family goes anywhere,
you know you won’t be able to leave until
your spouse get that family photo, so you
smile as you hear the words, “Let’s get together for one last photo,” as you say to
yourself, “That’s so Tom!”
After driving you crazy all day with
noise and naughtiness, your youngest children suddenly throw themselves on you,
seeing who can get in the
most hugs and kisses the
quickest. Repenting for
wanting to lock them in
their rooms until they
were 18, you sigh and realize—”That’s so Michael
and Katie.”
I love the book of Jeremiah because we get to see
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how human he is—struggling with life as a believer and
learning to live with God. Having served as God’s prophet
from his youth you can see how well the prophet knew
God’s heart and God’s intentions for Israel as well as any
human could. He had lived through some of the most
devastating and disappointing moments in Israel’s history. He had faced the stubbornness, foolishness and false
loyalties of the people. Knowing God’s purposes and
God’s people, Jeremiah’s message, not surprisingly, was
laced with warnings and woe.
But Jeremiah’s ultimate understanding of God provided him with the ability to see the big picture. The prophet could see past the moment of divinely ordained punishment to the time of divinely directed restoration. God
was not vindictive or unloving. It is actually because he
knew God’s love and loyalty that Jeremiah spoke such
seemingly harsh words.
Jeremiah chapters 30-33 are sometimes called his
“Book of Consolation” because it proclaims the future
restoration of Israel as its primary theme. This section
offers us the perfect example of a moment in time when
all we can do is shake our heads in awe and wonder and
exclaim: “That’s so God.” In fact, the entire notion of an
involved, attentive deity should cause us to examine
each page of Scripture with our eyes open in amazement
that this remarkable attraction to human history is, miraculously, “so God.”
 The divine Being who set everything
into motion chooses an insignificant
planet in an insignificant galaxy
among millions in the universe to
conduct an experiment: making God
known.
All we can say is, “That’s so God!”
 God does not choose the power brokers of Egypt, or the rich nation of
ancient Nubia along the fertile Nile,
or the technologically advanced Sumerians, but a ragtag tribe of nomadic sheepherders, known for little but their stubbornness and willfulness, to invite into a covenant
with God to make God known.
All we can say is, “That’s so God!”
 God chooses an unknown, back-water, historically
insignificant, small town in which to be born into
human flesh in Bethlehem.
All we can say is, “That’s so God!”
 When Jesus attends a wedding celebration and the
wine runs out, he doesn’t just instruct the servants
to go into town to buy more, or even just get some
clean water, but creates the best wine they had
ever tasted in such quantities that it would outlast
the wedding!
All we can say is, “That’s so God!”
 When Jesus feeds the hungry, as he did with the
5,000, everyone is filled and satisfied and there are
even plenty of left-overs.
All we can say is, “That’s so God!”
In Jeremiah 31:14 God says, “I will satisfy the priests
with abundance, and my people will be filled with my
bounty.” In the KJV the word “abundance is literally

translated as “fatness,” which conveys that we do not
have a stingy or tightfisted God. Likewise, the picture of
the Garden of Eden is not bare. When God told Adam
and Eve to “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth” (Genesis 1:28), God was doing more than telling
them to have babies. The Hebrew word for “fill the
earth” conjures up the image of little children holding
out their hands as someone fills their hands with good
things. A familiar verse used as a table prayer from
Psalm 145:16 says, “You open your hand, satisfying the
desire of every living thing.” God also promises that the
“poor shall eat and be satisfied” (Psalm 22:26) and God
“has filled the hungry with good things” (Luke 1:53).
Heaven is portrayed as a place of abundance, as a messianic banquet, not a messianic snack. God wants to
open the windows of heaven, or what translates literally
as the sluices of heaven (Malachi 3:10), showering us
with blessings. That’s so God.
At Faith we celebrate our abundantly gracious and
generous God. He has chosen a small congregation in
Riverside to feed the poor and bring joy to hard-off families at Christmas. He has chosen an older church that
could sit back saying, “We’ve already done our part,” to
tackle life’s problems through prayer and sweat for foster care families and children as we did last month by
painting & fixing up a run down little house for a family!
Why do we do these things? Because
abundance is all about us reflecting
God’s abundant nature. Our God is a
prodigal God (look up the word in the
dictionary and you’ll see it literally
means “generous/extravagant to a
fault”). Our God says to us what the father said to his “prodigal” son in one of
the most incredible statements in the
Bible: “All that is mine is yours” (Luke
15:31). That’s so God!
Our God does “abundantly far more
than all we can ask or imagine” (Eph.
3:20). That’s so God. Our God promises to meet our every need “according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). That’s so God.
When we pray “Give us this day our daily bread,” we
are not praying for a prison diet of bread and water, but
for an abundant supply of whatever it takes to make the
body and soul faithful instruments for God. The word
which we translate “daily” actually conveys the meaning of abundance. We are given beyond what we deserve or need for subsistence. Seek first the kingdom of
God, the Bible says, and what is added will be amazing
(Matthew 6:33).
So if God wants to give you more than you ask for
and deserve, that means not just physical blessings, but
especially the spiritual blessings that will last forever!
God wants to pour love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal.
5:22-23) into your heart and life so that these gifts will
overflow to others! We can see that in action at Faith
and all we can say is what? “That’s so God!”
Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz

December 18, 2013

Janet Wasson hands out family presents (above at right) to
one of our Food Distribution families on Dec. 18th. This
year we received many Angel Tree presents from the congregation for needy families along with gifts used for the
homeless and many sleeping bags! Thanks to all who gave!

Above, our homeless ministry served a pre-Christmas dinner and then let each
of them pick out sleeping bags, jackets, blankets and shoes to help keep them
warm, especially during the recent cold snap when it got into the 20s. We thank
the Lord for the generosity of His people!

A typical Social Ministry Food distribution is seen above on Dec. 18th as homeless and low
income families come to Faith to receive bags of groceries, as well as some spiritual food
from Pastor Wenz’s devotional and prayers. Pictured above left are Stephanie Michaud and
Kathy Deupree checking people in.
 We received many
shoes
and
coats this year
to give away
(left)!
The
preChristmas
chicken dinner
was
much
appreciated by
the homeless
as always! 

A thankful mother
(above) received
the presents for
her children from
the Faith Christmas Angel Tree
distribution
on
Dec. 18, 2013.

Dec. 1, 2013

An update on Faith’s Vision to support Foster Care
children and families through the “Faith in Motion”
program in Riverside County.
Dec. 22, 2013
 After being assigned
an adopted social worker, Maureen O’Brian, in
November by the Faith
in Motion program in
Riverside County, Faith
held an impromptu baby
shower on Dec. 1st
when Faith got to meet
our adopted “family”-Melody, who was pregnant with her daughter,
Annabel (left), pictured
with her former foster
care mom.
Though
Melody’s
baby was due Dec. 4th,
Annabel wasn’t ready to
make her entrance into
the world until later.
Just after the birth, the
rest of the baby gifts and
newborn clothing were
delivered to Melody and
Annabel on Dec. 22,
2013 (at right).


Dec. 15, 2013

Dec. 15, 2013

After hearing about Faith’s work with foster care children a co-worker of Kedma Wenz donated 214 mint Beanie
Babies (pictured above left with Faith’s Sunday School Children) she inherited from her mother, to the foster care
children of Riverside! There were enough Beanie Babies to give to every foster care child 3 years old and under in
Riverside County! Later that Sunday, a group of Faith members gathered in the parking lot (above right, from
left: Andy Shaffer, Linda Burgo, Van Fairfax, Theresa Rockwell [nee Wilson], Susie Fairfax, Josh and Jamie
Creacy, and Shawn Burgo) to go paint and fix up a house for a father who got his life together in order to get his
2 teenage children back from foster care. At the house, it was apparent that more than painting was needed
(pictured at right, from left: David Tito, Jamie and Josh Creacy). The crew stayed late to clean and fix lights too.

♫HealthNotes♫
by Marla M. Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org
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IT’S YOUR MOVE!
Starting – and sticking to –
an exercise program
Exercise is a key component to staying healthy, especially
if you have – or are at risk for – certain diseases, such as
high blood pressure or diabetes. Exercising at least 150
minutes a week (30 minutes five days each week) can
substantially reduce the chances of your developing these
diseases!
Exercise can help us offset many ailments – physical,
emotional, social and spiritual. Physical activity can help
lower your blood glucose and blood pressure levels while
increasing your “good” (HDL) cholesterol – all of which
help to avoid big health problems like heart disease and
strokes. We often think of “diet” and “exercise” in terms of
deprivation and denying ourselves the foods and “down
time” that we love; but, even if we’re not trying to lose
weight, research has shown there are distinct benefits to
staying active.
So, how can you get started? At this time of year, many of
us will make New Year’s resolutions to lose pounds, get
more fit…. And a week or month into our new routines, we
backslide… How do we keep the momentum once we’ve
started? – Here are ten tips to help us keep moving!

1 FIND SOMETHING THAT YOU LIKE TO DO….
Do you love to play tennis? Have you ever tried kickboxing? Are you a runner or a cyclist? If you truly enjoy a
particular type of exercise, make it part of your plan. Then,
it’s not really “work”-ing out…and even better if you pick
something you can do year ‘round!

3

START SMALL… If you’ve never been a longdistance runner, don’t expect to start running five miles.
Start with shorter distances, and don’t feel you’ve failed if
you have to walk part of it… bursts of speed alternated
with periods of slow, steady motion are good! Just keep
moving….

4

INCREASE YOUR COMMITMENT GRADUALLY. As

you get stronger, gradually add to the Frequency, Intensity, and Time that you run, walk, bike or swim… Note
these words are the key to “FIT”-ness! Frequency (how
often, how many days of the week you exercise), intensity
(how hard you work out: lifting 10 pound weights instead
of five) and time (working out 45 minutes instead of 30
minutes) all affect your overall fitness program.

5

FIND OPPORTUNITIES… you don’t have to go to
the gym, or pay to
take a class for
exercise to count.
Take a walk on
your lunch break at
work. Take the
stairs instead of
the elevator. You
can add movement
to your day in little
ways!

6

WRITE IT DOWN! Don’t just think about getting to
the gym, swimming pool or yoga class… Put it on your
calendar, and it will be harder to ignore if it’s in writing,
right in front of you.

7

ENCOURAGE AND MOTIVATE YOURSELF! ….
When you feel like quitting, remind yourself how much
better you’ll feel if you press on… and, involving your
family and friends adds their encouragement and observations as well… it’s always good to hear “WOW! You’ve
already accomplished a lot of the goals you set for yourself!” And your success inspires those around you…
you’ve become a role model of good health to others!

8

TRACK YOUR PROGRESS… monitor your blood
pressure, cholesterol, weight, blood glucose and A1c hemoglobin (for diabetics). If you begin to get discouraged,
post your progress where you can see it, and be reminded of the benefits you’ve achieved through your new and
improved lifestyle!

9

CHALLENGE YOURSELF: Setting goals – reasonable goals that can be achieved in a reasonable amount of
time – gives you something to work toward, and success
in reaching each step will keep you motivated.

10
2

SET ASIDE A CONSISTENT TIME IN YOUR SCHEDULE, one that is least likely to conflict with family or
work activities. If you have to get up earlier in the morning
to make it work, or come home later, do it.

REWARD YOURSELF! Have you dropped a clothing size? …. Then splurge on a new outfit! Whenever
you’re tempted to backslide, remind yourself of how much
better you look and feel now!
(From “TAKE CHARGE! – Living with, Preventing and Stopping
Diabetes” American Diabetes Association and CW Publishing
Group.)
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Pam Guy
Marilyn Lukkowen
Pastor Paul Wenz
Michael Lopez
Stanley Shatford
Melissa Salgado (Sec.)
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Dawn Falkenberg
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Early FEBUARY BIRTHDAYS
Andy Shaffer
2-1 (70th)
Kayla Bodiford
2-4
Evie Horvath
2-7 (80th)

Duane & Diane Feinauer 1-18

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

241 Baptized,

If we missed any birthdays
or anniversaries,
please contact the
Church. Thanks!

199 Confirmed

Dec. 8, 2013

Christmas fellowship (and food!) at Pastor and Kedma’s
was enjoyed by all! Pictured above enjoying the buffet are
(from left): Pastor Lowell Siebrass, Dawn Falkenberg and
Jamie Creacy.
Pastor Paul and Kedma hosted their 6th annual Christmas Open
House for our Faith family on Dec. 8th from 3 to 6 pm. Enjoying
the food and fellowship around the tree are (Clockwise from bottom left): Laura Shatford, Don Donaldson, Bill & Leslie Powell,
John German, Veryl German, Carolyn Donaldson, Stan Shatford
and Alberta Buehler.
Dear Faith Members,
We are so blessed to be serving at Faith
and thank you for your generous Christmas
gift. God’s blessings to everyone in the New Year!
Yours in Christ, Pastor Paul and Kedma Wenz

To the members of Faith Lutheran,
Thank you for the generous Christmas gift.
I’m truly blessed to be able to serve at Faith as
it’s secretary. God Bless You All! Melissa

Dear Faith Congregation,
Thank you all very much for your
generous gift this Christmas. You are all so
kind, and I'm more grateful than I can say. Have a very
happy New Year. Best regards,

Caitlin St. John

27
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

20
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm
Elder’s Meeting 6 pm

13
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

6

Mon

January

Bible Study @ 10 am

Sun

5
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

12
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
1:30 pm New Member Class

19
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
1:30 pm New Member Class

26
8:00 am- Traditional Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
12 pm VOTER’S MEETING
1:30 pm New Member Class

Tue

7

Wed
1
OFFICE CLOSED

New Year’s Day
8
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

Board of Directors
Meeting @ 6pm

15
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

Food Distribution Registration 10:15 am
14

21

22
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study
Food Distribution Registration 10:15 am
28

29
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

Thu

Fri

4

Sat

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am
9-12pm Deacon Class
on Leadership
7 pm NOW Youth
Fellowship Event

25

9-12pm Deacon Class
on Leadership

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

18

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

11

Altar Guild 9 am

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

3

31

24

17

10

2
Bible Study @ 10 am

9
Bible Study @ 10 am

16
Bible Study @ 10 am

23
Bible Study @ 10 am

30
Bible Study @ 10 am

2014

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays:

8:00 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 A.M.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 A.M.

Contemporary Praise Service
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