How does God
0Bring
Children
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!

Invite
a family member,
neighbor,

Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend

to join YOU on
Sunday

in attending.

Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A M.
Contemporary

Sunday School
available Pre -K to
High School
at9:20 AM.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at9:20 AM.
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FROM OUR PASTOR

Pastor Paul Wenz
ﬂmd’ﬁ saso @)8.’ ”So God! Othem out right in front
When you come to experience and of him as you mutter,
know God, all you can do is respond, 0Thatds so
00h, thatodos so God. 6 Your teenager in-
When youdve | ived wforlndiyosad7ms mm.e
enough (a spouse, children, parents or that you both are ex-
roommates) you quickly learn how quirky pected at an important
the habits and hang-ups of others can be. school function at 7:30
Whether we focus on individual practices p.m. Dumping your
(0Why does she al way saften-aivner cdffae | ¢
shoes right in the middle of the door- down the sink, you moa
way! 6) or general per s &ouale retuperating & hoine from a
(oWhy is he al ways s orottgnrcasead the flu whert ybue doorbell
morning?6), we soon Iriagsandyou meighbortcamessirkwith
pect and how to read the signs of the chicken soup for you and a casserole for the

ot herds presence. Kn ofamilys Thiowle aihaze bf paingelievers and
enough and well enough and you can pre- ti ssues

) you mur mur gr
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dict their behavior with some degree of Hel en. 6
accuracy. After five and a half years of Whenever your family goes anywhere,
marriage, my wife and | pretty much you know you wondt be
know what the other is going to say and your spouse get that family photo, so you
do (al most as i f weoOvsemibleee na smayrorui ehdear t he
much longer, which is why we joke that gether for one |l ast ph
we count our anmn-i ver syaoruiresse |ifn, oodTohgat 6s so T
years! ). After knowi n gftetdivng yu ¢ragyall day witre
with so well, you learn to expect and noise and naughtiness, your youngest chil-
accept the typical actions and reactions dren suddenly throw themselves on you,
from those closest to seeing who can get in the
you whether you like most hugs and kisses the
them or not. quickest. Repenting for
Do you know what wanting to lock them in
I dm tal ki ng their rooms until they
Your spouse loses were 18, you sigh and re-
his keys for the thou- alizeh6 That ds so
sandth time and as he and Katie. é
searchesbevery | love the book of Jeremi-
compl ai ning ah because we get to see
find them!d :
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how human he isf struggling with life as a believer and

l earning to Iive with God.
from his youth you can see how well the prophet knew
Godods heart and Godos intent
human could. He had lived through some of the most
devastating and di sappointin
ry. He had faced the stubbornness, foolishness and false
l oyalties of the people.
Godods people, Jeremi ahos
laced with warnings and woe.

But Jeremiahds ultimate
ed him with the ability to see the big picture. The proph-
et could see past the moment of divinely ordained pun-
ishment to the time of divinely directed restoration. God
was not vindictive or unloving. It is actually because he
knew Godds | ove and |l oyalty
seemingly harsh words.

Jeremiah chapters 30-33 are sometimes called his
0Book of Consol ationd6 becaus
restoration of Israel as its primary theme. This section
offers us the perfect example of a moment in time when
all we can do is shake our heads in awe and wonder and
exclaim: 0Thatds so God. o6 |
involved, attentive deity should cause us to examine
each page of Scripture with our eyes open in amazement
that this remarkable attraction to human history is, mi-
raculously, 0so God.

Kno
me s

n

7
la)

1 The divine Being who set everything
into motion chooses an insignificant
planet in an insignificant galaxy
among millions in the universe to
conduct an experiment: making God
known.
All we can say 1is,
1 God does not choose the power bro-
kers of Egypt, or the rich nation of
ancient Nubia along the fertile Nile,
or the technologically advanced Su-
merians, but a ragtag tribe of no-
madic sheepherders, known for little but their stub-
bornness and willfulness, to invite into a covenant
with God to make God known.
All we can say is, OThat ds
1 God chooses an unknown, backwater, historically
insignificant, small town in which to be born into
human flesh in Bethlehem.
All we can say is, O0OThatds
1  When Jesus attends a wedding celebration and the
wine runs out, he doesndt
to go into town to buy more, or even just get some
clean water, but creates the best wine they had
ever tasted in such quantities that it would outlast
the wedding!
All we can say is, O0OThatods
1 When Jesus feeds the hungry, as he did with the
5,000, everyone is filled and satisfied and there are
even plenty of left -overs.
All we can say is, O0OThatds
I n Jeremiah 31:14 God

with abundance, and my people will be filled with my

bounty. 6 I n the KJV the word

transl ated as o0f atness, 6 whi

H ahave a gfingy @ tightisted God. Likewisk,dhe pigiuremip h e 1

the Garden of Eden is not bare. When God told Adam

iaomcds Hwea tlo raRd farsu iwtefld|l assn da
eartho (Genesis 1:28), God v
gt hmeometna sh d wme |lsalnied 5.s Thh es t He &

earthodé conjures up the i mage
wautrthgir h&nalgdad somgoneffills their énands avithadjood
sthirge A familiartverse usedpas a table prgykryrom wa s
Psalm 145:16 says, OYou oper
unddestmadohgeoér Godi progi dhi ng
Opoor shall eat and be sati s
oOhas filled the hungry with

Heaven is portrayed as a place of abundance, as a mes-

sianic banquet, not a messianic snack. God wants to
t dpen the Wirddows of heaven, ar prilatktransiatas ttdrally
as the sluices of heaven (Malachi 3:10), showering us
with blessings. Thatds so

iAt Faithh weocelébeate aus abundaetly dracious and
generous God. He has chosen a small congregation in
Riverside to feed the poor and bring joy to hard -off fam-
ilies at Christmas. He has chosen an older church that
doawltd sihte beanad k rsea yniort g ,0 no We 6
tackle | ifeds problems thro
ter care families and children as we did last month by
painting & fixing up a run down little house for a family!
Why do we do these things? Because
abundance is all about us reflecting
Godds abundant natur
prodigal God (look up the word in the
dictionary and youbdl
means Ogenerous/ extr
faultdé). Our God say
ther said to his opr
the most incredible statements in the
Bi ble: O0OAIl that is
15:31). Thatds so Goc
Our God does oOabund
than all we can ask ¢
. Thatds so God. Our Go
ed o6according to his ri
S (Philippians 4:19). Tha
s o Whoednt gwe pray o0Give wus this
are not praying for a prison diet of bread and water, but
for an abundant supply of whatever it takes to make the
body and soul faithful instruments for God. The word

swhicgljrwe transl ate o0dailybéo
ing of abundance. We are given beyond what we de-
pBaive er neechfer supsiptence. segkdirstdhe kingdpm of
God, the Bible says, and what is added will be amazing
(Matthew 6:33).

So if God wants to give you more than you ask for

and deserve, that means not just physical blessings, but

s espegialyythe gpiritual blessings that will last forever!
God wants to pour love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal.
5:22-23) into your heart and life so that these gifts will

s Qerflgy tg others! We can see that in action at Faith

Goc
e

Y
u

€

I
e
S
C

2

3 0)
ry ne
suso

C

says,aBd @bl weaepBr§aynkespwhet?s

Your servant in Christ,

o Pastor PacleWenz | iterally
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ngel Trew é; Homelesy Dinner
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Janet Wasson hands out faAkbbyepresenthesmedhbe®rermastisas kd isrerreare
one of our Food Distributofont hfeanmidii eks ownt Dselce e pli8ntgh .b aTghsi,s | a

year we received many Angwdr n,r ees peceisalnltys dfurroimm gt hteh ec orne-c e n't
gregation for needy f amiltihe Lladrodh gf owi tthh egigfetnserwsed yf of Hhe

homel ess and many sl eeping bags! Thanks to all who gave!
A typical Soci al Ministry Food distribution is seen above o
income families come to Faith to receive bags of groceries
from Pastor Wenzds devotional and prayers. Pictured above |
Kat hy Deupree checking people in.
i we re-
ceived many
shoes and
coats this year
t o gi ve away
(left)!
A thankful
The -pre (above) r
Christmas the prese
chicken dinner her childr
was mu c h the Faith
appreciated by mas Angel
t he homel ess distributi

as al Ways! Dec. 18, 2



