How does God
0Bring
Chil dren
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!

Invite

a family member,

neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on

Sunday

in attending.

Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary

Sunday School
available Pre -K to
High School
at9:20 AM.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at9:20 AM.
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God goes ahead of us fi even to the

point of death fto roll away those

stones that are blocking us from life.
As kids we quickly learned that

there were two basic types of situa-
tions we might find ourselves in at any

Ther e

tions. If you had lots of brothers and
sisters to contend with, like | did, it
was a fight to get to be first, and of
course, sibling rank usually determined

whi ch
o0 Me fi
to utter when ice
cream was brought
out, when those
guarter
rides in front of the
old White Front
stores came into
view, when some-
one was being cho-
sen to sit up front,
or it was time to tell
a story.

We screamed
ome f i

O0meo
rsto

0 h

rstéo

t he

because

we wanted the best selection, the big-
gest piece, the rarest color, and be-
cause we wanted to be the focus of
attention, center -stage, the envy of all
who had to wait a turn. Winning the
competiti
special, made us feel, just for a mo-

omd irsto

Faith Newsletter is published monthly [k
Faith Lutheran Church Riverside
4785 Jackson Street, Riverside, CA 92¢
Phone: (951) 68626, Fax: (951) &9

FAI(H

www.fler.org

Since 1937

é\s‘

"- i ﬁv/e A
utheran

o rematetl.d e

FROM OUR PASTOR

We n z

0
ment, like the most
important person in

the world.
But kids also
quickly learn that

there are some situa-
tions where you defi-
Wenmrestt ldoensotiesl ay-

be first. These are
known ago
aheado si

dond

oyou
tuatii

ons.
response -goahaadgosgcen
actual | y dgpendedtoma chbreful defivéryostihat 6

was

sceuciad ImenSa\y/ i tool qeickly, toelaudly

shot, or to let your

or too enthusiastically

P a

and you all but guaran-

teed that it would be-
come an
firsto

go aheadéd
voiced with just the

right amount of hesita-

tion and a hint of sub-
servience.

0You go ah
refrain you used to

unwan
exper.

had

ead

avoid the last helping of
creamed spinach, to let
someone else determine the lake temper-
ature at camp, gradually to work your
way backward through the lineup to get a

chemistry lab partner

determine how bad that stuff really

us

We sai d

f eel

, Oyou go

ah e

‘Continued
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di dnét want to take a
show our fear, or experience the unknown. When we
succeeded in getting
could watch their reactions and then mentally and
physically prepare ourselves when it eventually was
our turn. Even though sometimes there was really
nothing to be gained by
ahead, 6 you somehow felt
someone else had gone before you.

On Easter morning, we are supposed to feel joy,
wonder, triumph, and exaltation. The women in Mark
16:1-8 enter the opened tomb expecting to find the
dead body of their teacher Jesus. Instead, they find an
angelic messenger who
rai sed; He is not here.o

But if we are really honest about the feeling this
empty tomb brings, we had better include feelings of
relief, of safety and of tremendous reassurance. The
good news of Easter morning is that we are a people
who have looked around at the sinfulness and short-
comings in our own lives, who have looked ahead to
the finality of death and judgment, who have then
cautiously crept up to Jesus, poked Him in the side

and sai d, 0You go "u b
And He did! X
Not only did Jes|

He went so far as

first!dé6 and pract.i
to the front of the line, through the
Jerusalem city gates, into the scuffle
at the temple, and onto the cross at 1
Gol gotha. Jesus wilguas
aheado6 of wus to e
fering and death that were really sup- :
posed to be part of our turn. This Easter we exalt in
the victory Christ achieved over death, but we also
feel the safety and security that come from watching

someone el se, Godds Son,
The angelic messenger in
even more reassurance by proclaiming that this Jesus
who willingly owent aheadéd
and into the tomb,
ry day of our 1lives. I n
going ahead of you to
site of the disciplesd fi

Jesusd disciples, going to
The risen Lord goes before all His disciples, both when
they are preaching the gospel news to the world and
when they are attempting to live the Good News at
home.

We have
ar e dur i

hearing about

risk,

r e v e a Iwarning and comtorinfor alldsrael.
Ha |l | Whep theaphlitical €rity of ksrael finally féll,iGede n !

al wapbehdd Gadogowhl
out

| Whek Mdses ted thespeople ayvayffromePhargeta i n |
and into the wilderness, the Lord went ahead of

s o0 me o n ghersilas apillar of fir¢ hy vighbandesaake hy day. e

When the Israelites were struggling to establish
their foothold in the land of Canaan, the Ark of the
Covenant, Godo6s presence i

| et twiays go akeadmkthem wto kaltls e 0 g o
s a f e Whep thespsalmisis and pogtg of Israebdescribed

Go d 6 s -guding presence, they sang of the
omighty arm of Godd that we
ple.

When God wanted to speak to the people, a di-
vinely called prophet was sent ahead with words of

has been

went ahead of the people into exile.
When the women who had wi
and burial went to anoint his body with spices, God
went ahead of them to roll away the stone from in
front of the now empty tomb.
God has been ahead of usevery step along the
way since our creation. The Easter moment cele-
brates the -gheadésdanegioever
, Jesus Christ, God made incarnate,
1wi l'1ingly o0goes
future, even to suffering and death.
If God goes ahead of us into pain and
sufiferipg, torture and death, then how
can we doubt God will be there ahead
of us wherever life may take us? Just
as He was 0going ahe
ples into Galilee, the risen Christ will
“w. 0go0 aheadod6 of wus int
SRS when we start a new school year.
He will o0go aheaddé of wus
He wi I | 0go aheaddé of wus
Christians can dare to ca

aheece

el

0 g der kow gcandaonew siuatiorumight appear. This is
Mteue frr disat Fgith @spve haveostarted a new \(isgon of

helping foster care children and families! It is true as

OMVE stait @ community gardem and it will heetruecinr o0 s s
cont i nu e swhateger ashgrendeamoe thed-ord leafls usite tackle: e -
Ma r k & $he chgreht as the biady of Christ, @lwaydaresitos t
Gal i | eoBepitseff first fprithe sakeeni othérse \We cardbsldlyt h e
r stcawilt meuss oamed frirsssido nv.h eB etV ¢
(becauisel odr &astgrsecretas|that sherg is noplgce \Wweo me

can go, no dare we can take, no limb we can crawl
out on, where we wonot
ogone ahead! 6

Your servant in Christ,

?@S\f@r Paq)l Wgn%t ory. o6
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BWDNLQJ RXW SORWY DQG SUHSDULQQ WHKE HIW RMRQIGD MHJ JFOR.GV KIfDR 2R VRLO IRU
PXQLW\ *DUGHQ RQ 6DW ODUFK 0L PKHHOUKRPVQBQN UZKKHWHVSUHDG VHYHUDC
VD 5RFNZHOO -RKQQ\ 7DJJDUW DQG GHWLO GDAWHRQSORW YV

'DYLG 7LWR KHOSV
NHHS WKH ZLQG IURP
EORZLQJ DZD\ WKH
IUHVK PXOFK E\ ZD
WHULQJ LW GRZQ

$0DQ KHOSHG URWRWLOO
WKH VRLO ZLWK PXOFK
DQG IHUBWLOL]JHU

Plots Still
Available!

$ERYH $0ODQ OLFKDHO &DVLDQYV IULHQ
IHUWLOL]JHU WR WKH SORWYV

Aprilatznd: OCP. 8Mi7rav@ @k Lent
Apri ll1: ®00kb.er vi c eP. &b.e6d: e3r0 Supp

April 17t h 2teMaWwOOdy& T7/h WOr0s d o

Apri | nLB:it&h07aptOMGood Fri day
Easter :Services

Apr i | 20th at 6:00 & QA .BWO I

Lenten Dinners WeMdnesday
Seder Supper Di$dSketas f(dDi nAheri &



