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How does God  

òBring His  

Children home?ó 

Through YOU!  

When YOU invite 

them to hear  

the Word of God 

with YOU!  

 

Invite  

a family member, 

neighbor,  

Co-worker, fellow  

student, or friend  

to join YOU on 

Sunday  

in attending.  

 

Worship  

Services:  

8:00 A.M.  

Traditional  

10:30 A.M.  

Contemporary  

 

Sunday School  

available Pre -K to 

High School  

at 9:20 A.M.  

Adult Bible Study 

Classes  

at 9:20 A.M.  

ment, like the most 
important person in 
the world.  

But kids also 
quickly learn that 
there are some situa-
tions where you defi-
nitely donõt want to 
be first. These are 
known as òyou-go-
aheadó situations. Part of perfecting your 
response in a òyou-go-aheadó scenario 
depended on a careful delivery of that 
crucial line. Say it too quickly, too loudly 

or too enthusiastically 
and you all but guaran-
teed that it would be-
come an unwanted òme
-firstó experience. òYou 
go aheadó had to be 
voiced with just the 
right amount of hesita-
tion and a hint of sub-
servience.  
òYou go aheadó was the 
refrain you used to 
avoid the last helping of 
creamed spinach, to let 

someone else determine the lake temper-
ature at  camp, gradually to work your 
way backward through the lineup to get a 
shot, or to let your chemistry lab partner 
determine how bad that stuff really 
smelled.  
We said, òyou go aheadó because we  

Faith Newsletter is published monthly by 
Faith Lutheran Church Riverside 

4785 Jackson Street, Riverside, CA 92503 
Phone: (951) 689-2626, Fax: (951) 689-3829 

 

Visit us at www.faithriverside.org & www.flcr.org 
And at www.Facebook.com/faithriverside 

E-mail us at: faithriverside@att.net 

ñA Go-Ahead God!ò 
God goes ahead of usñeven to the 

point of death ñto roll away those 

stones that are blocking us from life.  

As kids we quickly learned that 
there were two basic types of situa-
tions we might find ourselves in at any 
time. There were the òme-first!ó situa-
tions. If you had lots of brothers and 
sisters to contend with, like I did, it 
was a fight to get to be first, and of 
course, sibling rank usually determined 
which òmeó actually got to be òfirst.ó 
òMe firstó was the scream we learned 
to utter when ice 
cream was brought 
out, when those 
quarter òhorseó 
rides in front of the 
old White Front 
stores came into 
view, when some-
one was being cho-
sen to sit up front, 
or it was time to tell 
a story.  

We screamed 
òme firstó because 
we wanted the best selection, the big-
gest piece, the rarest color, and be-
cause we wanted to be the focus of 
attention, center -stage, the envy of all 
who had to wait a turn. Winning the 
òme-firstó competition made us feel 
special, made us feel, just for a mo-
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didnõt want to take a risk, look foolish, suffer pain, 
show our fear, or experience the unknown. When we 
succeeded in getting someone else to ògo ahead,ó we 
could watch their reactions and then mentally and 
physically prepare ourselves when it eventually was 
our turn. Even though sometimes there was really 
nothing to be gained by letting someone else ògo 
ahead,ó you somehow felt safer just knowing that 
someone else had gone before you. 

On Easter morning, we are supposed to feel joy, 
wonder, triumph, and exaltation. The women in Mark 
16:1-8 enter the opened tomb expecting to find the 
dead body of their teacher Jesus. Instead, they find an 
angelic messenger who reveals to them, òHe has been 
raised; He is not here.ó Hallelujah, Christ is Risen! 

But if we are really honest about the feeling this 
empty tomb brings, we had better include feelings of 
relief, of safety and of tremendous reassurance. The 
good news of Easter morning is that we are a people 
who have looked around at the sinfulness and short-
comings in our own lives, who have looked ahead to 
the finality of death and judgment, who have then 
cautiously crept up to Jesus, poked Him in the side 
and said, òYou go ahead!ó 

And He did! 
Not only did Jesus ògo aheadó but 

He went so far as to exclaim, òMe 
first!ó and practically pushed His way 
to the front of the line, through the 
Jerusalem city gates, into the scuffle 
at the temple, and onto the cross at 
Golgotha. Jesus willingly òwent 
aheadó of us to experience the suf-
fering and death that were really sup-
posed to be part of our turn. This Easter we exalt in 
the victory Christ achieved over death, but we also 
feel the safety and security that come from watching 
someone else, Godõs Son, ògo aheadó for us. 
The angelic messenger in Markõs gospel offers us 

even more reassurance by proclaiming that this Jesus 
who willingly òwent aheadó of us, even onto the cross 
and into the tomb, continues to ògo aheadó of us eve-
ry day of our lives. In Markõs text, the risen Christ òis 
going ahead of you to Galileeó (v.7). Galilee was the 
site of the disciplesõ first witness and mission. But for 
Jesusõ disciples, going to Galilee was also going home. 
The risen Lord goes before all His disciples, both when 
they are preaching the gospel news to the world and 
when they are attempting to live the Good News at 
home. 
We have always had a ògo-ahead God,ó which we 

are hearing about during out series, òThe Story.ó 

When Moses led the people away from Pharaoh 
and into the wilderness, the Lord went ahead of 
themñas a pillar of fire by night and smoke by day.  

When the Israelites were struggling to establish 
their foothold in the land of Canaan, the Ark of the 
Covenant, Godõs presence in their midst, would al-
ways go ahead of them into battle.  

When the psalmists and poets of Israel described 
Godõs ever-guiding presence, they sang of the 
òmighty arm of Godó that went ahead of Godõs peo-
ple.  

When God wanted to speak to the people, a di-
vinely called prophet was sent ahead with words of 
warning and comfort for all Israel.  

When the political entity of Israel finally fell, God 
went ahead of the people into exile.  
When the women who had witnessed Jesusõ death 

and burial went to anoint his body with spices, God 
went ahead of them to roll away the stone from in 
front of the now empty tomb.  

God has been ahead of us every step along the 
way since our creation. The Easter moment cele-
brates the greatest ògo-aheadó dare ever takenñ

Jesus Christ, God made incarnate, 
willingly ògoes aheadó of us into the 
future, even to suffering and death.  
If God goes ahead of us into pain and 
suffering, torture and death, then how 
can we doubt God will be there ahead 
of us wherever life may take us? Just 
as He was ògoing aheadó of the disci-
ples into Galilee, the risen Christ will 
ògo aheadó of us into a new classroom 
when we start a new school year.  

He will ògo aheadó of us into a new family.  
He will ògo aheadó of us into a new career. 
Christians can dare to call out òme firstó no mat-

ter how scary a new situation might appear. This is 
true for us at Faith as we have started a new Vision of 
helping foster care children and families! It is true as 
we start a community garden, and it will be true in 
whatever other endeavor the Lord leads us to tackle.  

The church, as the body of Christ, always dares to 
offer itself first for the sake of others. We can boldly 
call out òme firstó wherever we may find ourselves 
because our Easter secret is that there is no place we 
can go, no dare we can take, no limb we can crawl 
out on, where we wonõt find that God has already 
ògone ahead!ó 

Your servant in Christ,  

Pastor Paul Wenz 

NEXT ELDERôS MEETING ON: 

April 8th @ 6 PM 

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:  

April  16th @ 6 PM 



 

 

Mini -Series #2                 Heroes & Kings  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Join The Story at Faith this Year!  

The Story is a 31 week chronological reading through the narratives of Scripture. Join us 

each week at Faith to learn about Godôs plan of salvation leading up to and fulfilled in 

Christ our Savior! You can follow along with weekly readings in The Story book or read 

from your own Bible following the schedule below. Then dig deeper each week by joining 

one of Faithôs ñThe Storyò studies or get a workbook and study on your own. 
 

The Story Reading Schedule ] Mini - Series #2  

t$îûøîü w 'ò÷ðür 

Week Book Chapter & Topic Bible Chapters to Read   

April 27  6 Wandering   Numbers 10-14, 20-21, 25,27;  
      Deut. 1-2;4; 6; 8-9; 29-34 
May 4  7 Battle Begins Joshua 1-2, 6, 8, 10-11, 23-24  
May 11  9 Faith of a Foreigner  Ruth 1-4 [for Motherôs Day] 

May 18  8 A Few Good Men Judges 2-4, 6-8, 13-16  
May 25  10 King Saul  1 Samuel 1-4, 8-13, 15  
June 1    11 King David   1 Samuel 16-18, 24, 31;  
      2 Samuel 6, 22; 1 Chron 17; Ps 59 
June 8 [Break for Pentecost/Confirmation Sunday] 

Mini -/îûòîü J9 t%üûêîõsü /õòíî /øþýñ r 

Week Book Chapter & Topic Bible Chapters to Read   

June 15  12 King Davidôs Sin 2 Samuel 11-12, 18-19;   

      1 Chronicles 22, 29Τ Ps.23, 32, 51  

June 22  13 Solomon  1 Kings 1-8, 10-11Τ н /ƘǊƻƴ р-тΤ 
      Proverbs  1-3, 6, 20-21  
June 29  14 Kings    1 Kings 12-16  

July  6    15 Prophets  1 Kings 17-19, 2 Kings 2, 4, 6Τ 
      Hosea 4-5, 8-9, 14Τ Amos 1, 3-5, 9  
July 13  16 Fall of Israel  2 Kgs 17-19; Isa 3,6, 13-14, 49, 53  
July 20   17 Fall of Judah   2 Kings 21, 23-25; 2 Chron. 33, 36  
      Jer.1-2, 4-5, 13, 21Τ [ŀƳ м-оΣ рΤ 
      Ezekiel 1-2, 6-7, 36-37  

Lesson from ñThe Storyò Chapter 4 

Thereôs a wall in front of you.  Be-

hind you is a past you are running 

from.  Beyond the wall awaits the 

promise of a new life.  But youôre 

not moving because there is this 

ñwall.ò  You feel trapped.  No way 

out.  This is just the sort of situation 

in which God does some of his finest 

work.   

You need only ask the Israelites.  

Behind them was a life of back-

breaking work and slavery.  Ahead 

of them was a life in the land of 

Promise.  Behind them was the fierce 

army of a fanatical Pharaoh coming 

towards them.  Ahead of them was a 

wall.  Their obstruction was made of 

water. 

Your ñwallò may be a fear of fail-

ure.  Or maybe itôs a lack of confi-

dence that has grinded your progress 

to a halt.  Or it could merely be too 

many problems that have piled up in 

front of you at the same time and you 

have no clue which one to tackle 

first.   

So you stopped.  And you arenôt 

sure if there is a way over, around, or 

under this imposing impediment.  At 

this point many people panic.  Anxi-

ety courses its way through the body, 

atrophies the movement muscles, and 

rigor mortis overtakes their resolve.  

Eyes which once had clear focus now 

only focus on the wall just inches 

away. 

But some look elsewhere.  The Is-

raelites looked to Moses.  They be-

gan belting him with blame.  Have 

you done the same?    Blame the 

boss.  Blame a co-worker.  Blame 

your dog.  Blame God.  Maybe even 

blame yourself?   Blame all you want 

but the wall remains. 

While the Israelites were body 

punching Moses, he opted to look 

elsewhere.  His options?  He could 

have looked at the enemyôs army.  

He could have looked at the un-

grateful people he led.  He could 

have looked at the wall of water 

spread out before him, sat down, 

and given up. Instead he looked to 

God. And God opened an unlikely 

route through the wall of water.  

Safely on the other side, the very 

wall that had halted their steps 

closed in on and covered the 

sources of their fears.   

The very name of the book where 

we find this story serves as a re-

minder when we face our ñwalls.ò  

ñExodusò is a compound Greek 

word meaning ñthe way out.ò  In 

case you might have missed it, the 

way out was not a better job, a dif-

ferent spouse, or a victim mentality. 

No, the way out is God.  Next 

time you find yourself up against a 

wall try looking to Him! 



 

 

April 2nd  at 1:00 & 7:00 P.M.ðMid-week Lent Services 

April 9th 1:00 P.M. Service & 6:30 P.M. Seder Supper Service 

April 17th at 1:00 & 7:00 P.M.ðMaundy Thursday Services 

April 18th at 12:00 & 7:00 P.M.ðGood Friday Services 

Easter Services: 

     April 20th at 6:00 (Outdoor Sunrise), 8:00 & 10:30 A.M. 

Lenten Dinners Wednesdays at 6:00 P.M. 

Seder Supper Tickets for April 9ð$5 ea. (Dinner & Communion service) 
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Plots Still  
Available!  


