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How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:20 A.M.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
“Dreaming God’s Dreams into Reality”
In a world that dreams nightmares,
let’s begin dreaming God-powered,
God-sized dreams!
I spent the first years of my ministry
in Yankton, South Dakota, a city named
after the Yankton Sioux tribe. Although
few of these Native Americans lived in
the city of Yankton, you could always
find souvenirs for sale along the main
streets in and out of town. One cultural
handicraft that was popular then and
now as jewelry and folk art is called a
“dream catcher.” These
simplistic versions of a spider’s web, adorned with a
few decorative feathers
and beads, were, according to legend, hung by Native American parents over
their newborn’s cradle—
the “web” then catches
only the child’s good
dreams, while letting the
bad dreams escape
through the spaces of the
web’s strands.
It is a beautiful symbol. Yet for our
world today, it has somehow always
seemed backwards. Wouldn’t it be better
if a dream catcher snagged only the bad
dreams, those of hate, despair, envy and
vengeance, and kept these destructive
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dreams from floating
freely around in our
atmosphere?
The airwaves are
already filled with bad
dreams that seem to
proliferate at will,
whether it is in the
form of newscasts covering such events last year as the Boston
Marathon bombing, or the many school
shootings that have occurred. Our society
has added to an old form of
air pollution. It’s not just the
bad news, but the toxic talk
radio shows that spread the
nightmares of a few over the
airwaves of the whole country. This acid rain of namecalling succeeds in watering
the seeds of despair, anger
and hatred that lie just barely
dormant in all of us. It is difficult to remain unscathed
and unaffected by society’s
rants, but with God, all things
are possible!
This is why God has placed His people in
the world—to sound anew, stronger, insistent notes of hope above the din of hate
speech. We must free our good dreams, not
keep them to ourContinued on next page...
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selves. We are called to let good dreams become as prevalent and pervasive as the air-fouling nightmares heard in
society. God’s people are called to be daydreamers and
avoid nightmarers. Like the dream-catchers of Native
American art, we can be living Dream-Catchers, by letting God’s vision of Kingdom building grow in us, and by
being Dream-Casters by taking “captive every thought to
make it obedient to Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5b) to infect others with the joy of the Lord.
There are things we can do as a church and individually to bring God’s “Dream” of love and unity into reality
in our families, community and world. First of all, we are
called by God to be “Word-Dreamers.” The only effective way to combat the war of words that nightmarepurveyors assault us with is to dream a whole new vocabulary. What would happen if the words filling the atmosphere were “can,” “yes,” and “wisdom”?
Instead of finding excuses to run and hide from hatemongers and naysayers, daydreamers must proclaim “we
can.” We can make our children’s lives happier; we can
keep our family strong; we can help
our community to join together; we
can offer reassurance and support and
concern.
Word dreamers also dream “yes”
instead of “no.” “Yes” to possibilities
instead of “no” to probabilities. “Yes”
to risking commitment instead of the
“no” of safe detachment. “Yes” to loving without guarantees instead of “no”
to all but our own existence.
God also calls us to be “WillDreamers.” Even daydreamers know
good words themselves are not enough. The greatest
dreamers are also the greatest do-ers. Consider how the
prophet Isaiah understood his mission:
“I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, the deeds
for which he is to be praised, according to all the Lord
has done for us—yes, the many good things he has done
for Israel, according to his compassion and many kindnesses” (Isaiah 63:7).
Isaiah’s declaration combines three of the most powerful words—“I will” and “yes.” It is not enough to just
say “yes.” Day-dreamers with conviction must also will
“yes.” It takes tremendous energy to will a “yes” into
being. The negative, nightmarish energy already whirling
around our ears sometimes seems unassailable—it takes
enormous willpower to continue to daydream in the face
of some of these forces.
Dreaming of a safe school for your children ... means
you are willing to attend lots of school board and PTA
meetings.
Dreaming of a cleaner, more beautiful neighborhood ... means you are willing to crawl on your hands
and knees, pulling weeds and picking up trash.

Dreaming of a closer family and truly dear friends ...
means you are willing to give your time, your attention
and your heart to others.
Dreaming of helping foster care families and children ... means meeting the needs that the system can’t
meet and praying for adoptions.
Dreaming of beautifying and giving back to our community ... means taking risks with our resources by allowing others to plant seeds of hope in the form of a
Community Garden where new relationships can thrive.
Dreaming of a more vital, satisfying, spirit-filled
church home ... means you are willing to pray and worship with all your spirit while remaining open to the
movements of God’s Spirit.
One last calling is to be “Holy-Dreamers.” Even
with the right words and the right willpower, our daydreams appear frail and fragile beside the nightmarish
tide that threatens to overwhelm us. If the daydreams
we offer in defense are rooted in the same human frailties as those negative clouds, we are in trouble.
Think about how Joseph in Genesis 37:5
-11 was a Holy-Dreamer. Joseph saw
God’s future for him and never gave up
despite the terrible road he would travel to the fulfillment of that dream. Joseph responded to his brothers’ hatred
of him by putting his faith into action in
the way he dealt with life. When he was
sold into slavery, he served those over
him; when falsely accused of rape, he
trusted God’s plan for him in jail; when
invited by Pharaoh to interpret his
dream, he gave God the glory when he
said, “I cannot do it…but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires” (Gen. 41:16). We are not called to put
our own dreams into action, but to be caught up in the
Holy Spirit’s “dream” of forming a holy people for God’s
glory! The power of the Holy transformed the motivation behind all Joseph did. Joseph did not simply try to
force his own dream to come true, but saw God working
in his life—in the good and bad—when he said to his
brothers: “You intended to harm me, but God intended
it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the
saving of many lives” (Gen 50:20). He had a Holy dream
and implemented God’s rescue plan (as we will be studying more in our church-wide series on “The Story”
starting in March—see more info in this Newsletter!)
Our birthright, our daydreams of good words and
strong will empowered by a holy vision, could be in danger of drying up if we aren’t drinking from the Living
Water of the Lord. Don’t let the nightmare visions of the
world threaten the health of your daydreaming as a
child of God!
Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz

By Pastor Paul Wenz
Every year I teach a
Bible study or a theology class on the Bible, I
become more convinced
that we live in a Biblically illiterate society.
People used to know the
stories of the Bible and
you could refer to such
things as the 6-days of
creation, the Flood, the
Exodus, Sampson, King
David, Daniel in the lion’s den, and Jesus’ parables and people would know
what you were talking about—even non-Christians.
Those days are long gone!
So what can Bible believing Christians do to help ourselves and those we know learn the most wonderful story
of all—“The Story” of salvation? Join us at Faith Lutheran starting in March for THE STORY—a chronological
walk through the narratives of Scripture!
As a pastor, I have seen how hard it is to keep people’s attention and commitment going when it comes to a
study or reading of the whole Bible. There have been
many good studies in the past—The Bethel Bible Series
took Bible students through Scripture over a two year period of study. Crossways was another one I like which is
an intensive one year study course.
However, this new overview of Scripture called “The
Story” puts all the main stories of the Bible into a 31week overview/study for all ages! Since it is so important
that all God’s people learn God’s story of redemption, I
plan on using it for our Sunday messages and encourage
everyone to get into one of the small group studies that
will be going into depth on the material covered each
week. Our Sunday School children will also be going
through the same material so parents and children will be
able to talk about what they have learned.
The Story is helping people in churches everywhere
experience Scripture like never before. Carefully selected
verses from the Bible are organized chronologically.
From Genesis to Revelation, people come to understand
God’s story and how their stories intersect with it. The
Story is not only as a powerful church-wide experience
but will also strengthen small group Bible Studies, Sunday School, and Faith’s youth ministry.
The reason The Story is so important is because we all
need to know where we came from. When I was in college, I did a project on my family tree. I knew my uncle
Ernst in Texas at the time, had done extensive research
into our family tree, even going to Germany to find the

records to make a huge
family tree map, which he
did by hand in the 1970s
(long before computers
made genealogical research so much easier and
enjoyable). I wrote my
uncle and to my surprise
he mailed me a copy of the
2 foot by 3 foot “Wenz
Family Tree” that I still
have today!
You see, this family
tree map of mine is a valued gift. I was hooked when I saw the names of people
dear to me: my deceased grandparents, my mother, who is
also in heaven now, my cousins, and the author/creator of
the family tree, my uncle Ernie.
The family tree brought back many memories of the
stories of my family. The stories would probably not be
of any interest to you, but they are to me. That’s what happens when you hear part of your story. Something that
seems lifeless comes to life. Something that looks dull
becomes dynamite, firing up your heart and igniting your
imagination. You are reminded that you are part of something bigger than you are, that began before you and will
continue on after you.
That is why God wants you to know His story. It’s
found in another book. He wants to take you into His
house where He has framed photos of your ancestors––
folks you may not know––lining the walls of His house.
Stories of a family patriarch named Abraham whose
faith was as great as any. A matriarch named Ruth with
courage that would make the most hardened warrior
proud. A stubborn Jonah and his improbable fish tale.
Impetuous Peter and his big mouth. Persistent Paul and his
adventures in preaching.
Yet who He wants most of all for you to meet in His
story is His son. He desires for you to look long into the
eyes of Jesus Christ and hear His claims that what He began in the first chapter of creation He will realize at the
last chapter of the New Creation, where a perfect people
can live in a perfect place with their perfect Lord. The perfect place is in The Story. The question is, “Where are you
in God’s story?” Starting in March, everyone at Faith will
have a chance to find their place in His Story.
I hope you will commit to joining us each Sunday
(broken into 6-week mini-series with breaks) as we go
through the Story of Scripture and study in small groups
the material each week as well. Books will be available.
Look for the sign up sheets in the Narthex Sundays in
February!

Home Sweet Home!
Jan. 24, 2014

In December, a team from Faith went to help a
family by painting the inside of the house. In January, a few of Faith’s members went back to finish
up some extra work of making Anthony’s home better with a new shower enclosure and sink in the
bathroom. Our adopted Social Worker, Maureen
O’Brian has continued to help Faith make the most
impact we can through the Faith in Motion program in Riverside County. In Fact, Faith will be
featured in Faith in Motion’s February Newsletter!

At the Quarterly Voters’ Assembly Meeting on
January 24, 2014, two new positions were filled
on the Board of Directors: for the position of
Director of Properties, Shawn Burgo; and for the
position of Stewardship, Linda Burgo. These
positions have been vacant for the past year, so it
is a blessing to have the Burgos step into these.

An update on Faith’s Vision to support Foster Care
children and families through the “Faith in Motion”
program in Riverside County.
Jan. 25, 2014

Two teens share a small room in the house which they share with their father and grandfather. Without using any funds from Faith, the word went
out by the volunteers about the need for a bunk bed, which was donated by
a family from Salem Lutheran Church in Orange and delivered by Faith’s
volunteers on Jan. 25th. The new beds are a welcome addition to this
struggling family who are feeling the impact of Faith’s vision to:

“Support families and children impacted by
abuse and neglect, giving them hope so they will
know God's loving Grace!”

Shawn and Linda joined Faith through adult
Confirmation on July 8, 2012. Since then they
have been active on the Visioning team and in
helping with the team that painted and fixed up
the local foster care family’s home in December and January. We thank the Lord of the
Harvest for raising up workers!

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
Feb. 10th @ 6 PM

Shawn and Linda Burgo

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
Feb. 19th @ 6 PM

HEALTH NOTES
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org

Patients receiving individualized treatment with animals
are scheduled at set intervals, and health care providers
make notes on the progress made by the patient during each
session. In some cases, the cost of AAT may be covered by
insurance carriers as part of a therapy program.

FEBRUARY

ANIMAL–ASSISTED THERAPY
Most of us have seen one of those highly trained, fourlegged helpers assisting a blind person to navigate across a
street, or the canine drug- and bomb-sniffing experts at a local airport…
Scientists have also discovered that some dogs and other
types of animals can identify certain medical conditions earlier than high-tech tests, and promote the healing process in
people with a wide range of medical conditions.
While snuggling up to an adoring family pet is commonly
known to have psychological benefits, our furry friends (and
some feathered ones, too!) are playing an important role in
the treatment plans for stroke patients and others with such
conditions as heart disease, dementia, and mental health problems such as post-traumatic stress disorder (“PTSD”).
So-called animal-assisted therapy (“AAT”) or petassisted therapy (“PAT”) is utilizing an ever broader range of
animals: for example, horseback riding is used for folks with
health problems such as Parkinson’s, multiple sclerosis
(“MS”), and social developmental disorders (“autism spectrum”). Even rabbits, llamas (really?? Llamas??), birds and
other types of critters are being used to promote physical,
emotional and social well-being, as well as providing the services often attributed to canine companions.

HOW IT WORKS….
In AAT, animals are not there to simply play with the
patient. Instead, the animal, whose temperament and health
has been evaluated by a national animal therapy organization,
helps a patient to achieve specific goals set by healthcare professionals in his/her treatment plan. For example, a physical
therapist may use a dog (owned by a volunteer or the
healthcare facility; specially screened and trained) to help a
stroke patient regain the ability to stand and walk.
For folks with disabilities due to conditions like MS or
Parkinson’s, horseback riding can help strengthen muscles in
the trunk and loosen contracted joints. AAT also reduces agitation and depression in Alzheimer’s patients, and can curb a
cancer patient’s perception of pain and fatigue. In some
schools, dogs are used to calm and assure children with certain disabilities, to facilitate
their reading time and learn
confidence in social skills.
In
some
courtrooms,
“courthouse dogs” are utilized to reassure children
who are testifying in cases
of abuse.

GETTING STARTED
If you or a loved one may benefit by AAT, speak to your
doctor about contacting PET PARTNERS (formerly Delta
Society) 425-679-5500, www.PetPartners.org. This nonprofit organization, which registers therapy animals and
their owners, can help you locate a facility that offers AAT.
People who cannot
leave
their
homes may also receive AAT: a family
member
or
healthcare provider
should contact Pet
Partners for a referral to a trained animal owner who provides AAT on a volunteer basis. In these
instances therapy visits should be arranged and overseen by
a home health provider.
IMPORTANT: If you have r educed immunity – for example, due to an autoimmune disease or if you are on chemotherapy, high-dose steroids or other immune-suppressive
medications – AAT may not be appropriate for you. Animals that participate in AAT are required to be clean, wellgroomed and undergo thorough veterinary checkups. However, patients with reduced immunity often are advised to
limit unnecessary contact with animals – and humans! – to
help them avoid exposure to infections.
For more information, see
www.animalhealthfoundation.net
www.religionnews.com/..../lutherancomfortdogs...
www.lutheranchurchcharities.org (canine comfort dogs)
www.petpartners.org
“The Healing Power of Animals” Bottom Line Health (Dec.’12)

Andy Shaffer
Kayla Bodiford
Evie Horvath
Heather Olea
Vender Fairfax
Shawn Pollock
Amy Phipps
Brent Duerfeldt
Janet Wasson

2-1
2-4
2-7 (80th)
2-7
2-20
2-20
2-20
2-26
2-27

Early MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Lois Anderson - Stevens
3-1
Yoko Boucher
3-7
Jeanne Kenlon
3-9

Bruce & Kelly Duerfeldt 2-1
Daniel & Barbara Danbo 2-9

Shawn & Cassandra Pollock 2-17

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 1
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

If we missed any birthdays
or anniversaries,
please contact the
Church. Thanks!

Trudi Eixs called home on Dec. 7, 2013.
240 Baptized,

198 Confirmed

Dec. 21, 2013

The Annual LWML Christmas Brunch was hosted at Kedma
Wenz’s home on Dec. 21st. Enjoying the food and fellowship
around the table are (Clockwise from left): Laura Shatford,
Alberta Buehler, Heather Svika, Theresa Rockwell, Sophie
McAdams, Norma Mae Burton, and Anna Wahlstrom.

LWML Valentine’s Meeting
All Ladies Welcome!
When: Saturday February 15th at 10:00 am
Where: Fellowship Hall
What: Devotions, fellowship and fun in God’s Word

Christmas fellowship was enjoyed by all at the LWML Christmas Brunch, including a few who are in Pastor’s New Members’
Class currently. Pictured above around the Christmas tree are
(back row from left): Laura Shatford, Alberta Buehler, Kathy
Dupree, Teoni Galusha, Anna Wahlstrom Norma Mae Burton,
Louise Jackson and her daughter, Heather Svika, Lenora Rowen, Susie Fairfax and Theresa Rockwell. In the front row (from
left) are: Aislyn Haas, Jamie Haas (with son Asher in her lap),
Barbara Danbo and Sophie McAdams. Jamie and her husband,
Mike and three children, along with Sophie, will be brought into
membership in March.

24
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

17
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

Elder’s Meeting 6 pm

10
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

3
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

Mon

February
Sun

2
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

9
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

16
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

23
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

Tue

4

Wed

11

12
Food Distribution
10:15 am
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

5
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

18

Board of Directors
Meeting @ 6pm

19
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

25

26
Food Distribution
10:15 am
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

Thu

6
Bible Study @ 10 am

13
Bible Study @ 10 am

20
Bible Study @ 10 am

27
Bible Study @ 10 am

Fri

7

14

21

28

1

Sat

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

Altar Guild 9 am
Deacon Class 9-12pm

8

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am
Youth Lesvr for
LoveFest @ 8 am
Deacon Class 9-12pm

15

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am
Deacon Class 9-12pm

10 am LWML

22

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

Deacon Class 9-12pm

2014

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays:

8:00 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 A.M.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 A.M.

Contemporary Praise Service
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