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How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:20 A.M.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
“Pray Your Way In!”
Prayer is more than praying our way out
of trouble; it is praying ourselves into
the will of God.
As we prepare for the season of Lent, I
want to take up the topic of prayer and
challenge each of you to grow in your prayer life during these 40 days. It is a good
practice to give something up for Lent, but
it is even better to add something to your
routine, like daily prayer and Bible reading.
As we begin The Story
Series at Faith through
the rest of this year, we
will have a chance to be
in God’s Word daily together as a church. Yet
reading the Bible without
praying about what God is
saying to us isn’t going to
help as much. So let’s
take on the challenge of
growing in prayer!
In my New Member
class, I have a lesson on prayer where I
teach about the difference between the
prayers of other religions verses distinctly
Christian prayer. In Christian prayer, the
Bible teaches us that we should pray with
faith (James 1:6), in the Name of Jesus
(John 14:13-14), and according to God’s
will (1 John 5:14-15). However, when it
comes to the way Christians pray, there is
another lesson to learn. I’ve seen that
there are two kinds of Christians—those
who “pray their way in,” and those who
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“pray their way out.”
Most of us, unfortunately, take our prayer lives
most seriously when we
are trying to “pray our
way out.”







When you’re rushing to get to an
appointment that
you’re already
late for and you don’t notice the traffic cop’s car
until you’ve whizzed halfway past it—Time to “pray
your way out.”
 When you walk into math
class and suddenly realize
the chapter test is today,
not tomorrow—Time to
“pray your way out.”
 When you get a letter
with a return address
from the Internal Revenue Service—
Time to “pray your way out.”
When your company announces it will
begin downsizing—Time to “pray your
way out.”
When your spouse confronts you with
the possibility of divorce—Time to
“pray your way out.”

Life hits a skid when situations arise that
may cause pain or fear, anger or hardship. We
are suddenly brought up short. Even those
Continued on next page...
Visit us at www.faithriverside.org & www.flcr.org
And at www.Facebook.com/faithriverside
E-mail us at: faithriverside@att.net

who might not consider themselves very pious or prayerful
or even very religious, when faced with these kinds of circumstances, throw “panic-button prayers” up to God. We
pray to God for help in getting us out of the mess we’ve
landed in.
One has to wonder whether God doesn’t spend the better part of the day hearing attempts by people to “pray
their way out” of situations! Praying one’s-way-out prayers
are not very creative or new. When we’re trying to pray our
way out, there simply isn’t time to be eloquent. These kinds
of prayers are not wrong in and of themselves though. I
know that Jesus listens to my panic-button prayers because
Jesus himself got to a point in his life where he offered one
of the classic “greats” in this genre of praying: “Father, get
me out of here.” As he looked down the road toward Jerusalem, he cried out, “Father, save me from this hour.” In
His humanity, Jesus was not looking forward to the crucifixion and it showed in His prayer life.
We, on the other hand, try to
dress up our panic-button prayers
by gilding them with flowery
promises. We promise we’ll never
speed, slack, cheat, lie or steal
ever again if God will just get us
out of this one. As if God hasn’t
heard that before.
But there is another kind of
attitude Christians can take in
prayer. Instead of flailing around
for an escape hatch, instead of
praying our way out, we can
“pray our way in” to God’s plan
for our lives. Here are a few difficulties I have seen family
and friends dealing with recently:









Confronted with the need to make a midlife
career change—trust God’s plan and PRAY
YOUR WAY IN to a new possibility.
Finding that the demands on your time are
causing your blood pressure to rise, your head
to pound and your nerves to snap—trust God’s
plan and PRAY YOUR WAY IN to a slower pace.
Learning to toss a commodity of fun for a community of faith that can nurture your soul while
prodding you forward—trust God’s plan and
PRAY YOUR WAY IN to a new life in the Body of
Christ.
Worried about the strain on your budget and
hating the pinched feeling you always have at
the end of the month—trust God’s plan and
PRAY YOUR WAY IN to a new examination of

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
Feb. 10th @ 6 PM



what is an authentic style of life and what is
just “lifestyle.”
Grieving over the loss of a spouse—trust God’s plan
and PRAY YOUR WAY IN to a renewed love for family and friends.

Much of life is beyond our control. We can’t run the
show. We might as well relax and enjoy the picture. Why
don’t we trust God’s plan and PRAY OUR WAY IN to a life at
Christ’s feet like Mary (Luke 10:39)?
Maybe we need to rethink our approach to God, which
often resembles a Christmas wish list—a litany of blessing
“gimmes” that itemizes what we want: “Lord, bless our
church, bless my family, bless my ministry, bless my hopes,
bless my dreams, bless my desires.”
Instead, let’s follow Jesus’ lead by learning to pray not
for what we want but for what God wants for us. Instead of
asking God to bless our lives, authentic discipleship is asking God to “Let my church, my
family, my ministry, my hopes,
my dreams, my desires be a part
of what you are blessing.” It’s
about shifting our prayers from
what we want to what God
wants.
In John 12:27-28, Jesus shifts
the direction of our prayers even
further than seeking what God
may want. Instead of asking God
to “save me from this problem,”
or “deliver me from this mess/
stress/distress,” Jesus teaches
us to ask God to “glorify your
name in this action.” That might mean that our prayers do
not end up helping us as much as they help others, or that
the Church as a whole is blessed by our sacrificial attitudes. We glorify God by giving of ourselves to Him to be
used for His Kingdom!
When God’s voice rang down out of heaven and promised that Jesus was being glorified, some heard angel voices, others heard thunder (John 12:28). When your life
takes unexpected turns, crashes into a barren spot, or
overwhelms you with responsibility, do you hear the din of
thunder roaring in your ears? Or do you hear the voice of
an angel offering you a chance to glorify God?
It’s your choice. Either you can try to pray your way
out of a thunderstorm. Or you can pray your way in to the
glory of God. Prayer is a journey! Let us take the narrow
road of faith this Lent and grow through struggles and into
the people God has called us to be for His glory!

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz
NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
Feb. 19th @ 6 PM

Mini-Series #1

Eden to Egypt

Join The Story at Faith this Year!

The Story is a 31 week chronological reading through the narratives of Scripture.
Join us each week at Faith to learn about God’s plan of salvation in The Story leading up to and fulfilled in Christ our Savior! You can follow along with weekly readings in The Story book or read from your own Bible following the schedule below.
Then dig deeper each week by joining one of Faith’s “The Story” studies or get a
workbook and study on your own.

The Story Reading Schedule—Mini-Series #1
“From Eden to Egypt”
Week
March 2
March 9

Book Chapter & Topic
1
Creation
2
Abraham

Bible Chapters to Read
Genesis 1 -8
Gen 12-13, 15-17, 21-22, 32-33, 35,
and Romans 4, Hebrews 11
Genesis 37, 39, 41-48,50

March 16
March 23
March 30
April 6
April 13 & 20

3
Joseph
[Break]
4
Moses
Exodus 1-7, 10-17
5
10 Commands
Exodus 19-20, 24-25, 32-34,40
[Break for Palm Sunday and Easter]

Mini-Series #2—“Heroes & Kings”
Week
April 27

June 8

Bible Chapters to Read
Numbers 10-14, 20-21, 25,27;
Deut. 1-2;4; 6; 8-9; 29-34
7
Battle Begins
Joshua 1-2, 6, 8, 10-11, 23-24
9
Faith of a Foreigner
Ruth 1-4 [for Mother’s Day]
8
A Few Good Men
Judges 2-4, 6-8, 13-16
10
King Saul
1 Samuel 1-4, 8-13, 15
11
King David
1 Samuel 16-18, 24, 31;
2 Samuel 6, 22; 1 Chron 17; Ps 59
[Break for Pentecost/Confirmation Sunday]

Weekday
Thursdays
Sundays
Other days

Leader
Pastor Paul
Pastor Paul and elders
Faith small groups

May 4
May 11
May 18
May 25
June 1

Book Chapter & Topic
6
Wandering

The Story Bible Studies
Book Used
The Story Workbook
Short class of The Story Highlights
The Story Workbook

Faith Community Garden
Coming Soon!
For $5 you get a 9x9 ft. plot with all the seeds (100s of varieties of vegetables, herbs and flowers) and water included!

Sign ups will be in early March.

If you think Genesis is just a band from
the ‘80’s . . .
If you think it was Dr. Dolittle who took
two of each animal into a big boat . . .
If you think an epistle is a woman married
to an apostle . . .
. . . you may need to know more of The
Story.
You may be a bit intimidated by the Bible.
You’re not alone; many people are. And no
wonder, its pages mention odd names like
Jehoshaphat and Nebuchadnezzar. It contains
accounts from places you probably never
heard of, like Sinai and Samaria. And it seems
to be made up of a lot of different, seemingly
unrelated stories. But it really is one big, exciting story.
You can see it easily if you open your Bible
to the beginning and then flip all the way to the
end. The first words found in Genesis 1:1
read: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” Then, if you turn all the
way to the back of the book, Revelation 21:1,
you find, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away . . .”
In the beginning God is creating the heavens and the earth. At the end he is creating a
new heaven and a new earth. So the big question is this: “What on earth happened between
the beginning and the end of the Bible?” If you
can answer that question you will have uncovered the one seamless story of God.
Why not read God’s story with your family
this year? Studies indicate if the extent of your
child’s exposure to things of the faith is a only
weekly visit to church or Sunday School, the
likelihood is very great that when she graduates and leaves home her relationship with the
Lord will turn cold.
However, if you as a parent engage your
children in the experience of reading and discussing the Bible, chances go up astronomically that they will remain strong in their faith
after leaving home. You don’t have to be an
expert or have all the answers. You just have
to be willing to experience it with them.
Get involved in The Story of God. It will forever transform your life and your family’s life.
Every day God is seeking to guide you, forming sentences that flow into paragraphs that
over time write the chapter of your life––a life
committed to knowing him better.
Will you choose today to take your life
chapter and make it a part of the Big Story
of what God is doing on earth?
Get your “The Story” Book today available in the church narthex and read along
with us each week. You can also get the
workbook and join one of the Bible Studies
at Faith or study on your own each week.

In our worship services over the past several months, we
have been praying for two foster care children, Micah (5
years old) and his brother Joseph (6 years old), to receive
their “forever family” by being adopted. Their pictures have
been placed in the pews “sitting among us” during this time
and some at Faith even felt God’s urging to consider adoption
themselves.
There was good news in February as
God answered our prayers for these two
boys. In what our adopted Social Worker,
Maureen, has said is the first time this has
ever happened, the boys were adopted
over a weekend last month. Normally, it
takes up to 6-8 weeks for a family to go through the preparations to adopt. Micah and Joseph were scheduled to be moved
from one temporary foster home to another that particular
weekend, when a family already in the system (because they
had adopted another child already), saw that the boys were
going to have to move again and decided to adopt them right
then so their move would be their last—and God gave them
their FOREVER FAMILY! Praise the Lord for answering our
prayers for them!
A second development is that our Social Worker,
Maureen, has asked if we could help foster care children with

An update on Faith’s Vision to support
Foster Care children and families
through the “Faith in Motion” program
in Riverside County.
some non-essentials, like toiletries, which the state cannot provide. The Visioning Committee came up with the idea of collecting soaps, ladies shaving cream, deodorants, lotions and
the like and making up gift bags to give to
the foster care children on their birthdays.
There are about 100 children in under
Maureen’s case load now which would
mean making up about 8-10 bags a month
for the children’s birthdays.
Lastly, Maureen received a request from Lutheran Social
Services which she presented to us asking if we could help a
single mother of two children with some cooking utensils.
Faith will be collecting some pots and pans to give to this
mother in the near future. We will have some sign up sheets in
church so that anyone who would like to contribute to this and
other needs may sign up. The Visioning Committee members
will be organizing this effort as we continue to reach out to:

“Support families and children impacted
by abuse and neglect, giving them hope
so they will know God's loving Grace!”

March 5th at 1:00 & 7:00 P.M.—Ash Wednesday Services
March 12th at 1:00 & 7:00 P.M.—Mid-week Lent Services
March 19th at 1:00 & 7:00 P.M.—Mid-week Lent Services
March 26th at 1:00 & 7:00 P.M.—Mid-week Lent Services
April 2nd at 1:00 & 7:00 P.M.—Mid-week Lent Services
April 9th 1:00 P.M. Service & 6:30 P.M. Seder Supper Service
April 17th at 1:00 & 7:00 P.M.—Maundy Thursday Services
April 18th at 12:00 & 7:00 P.M.—Good Friday Services
Easter Services:
April 20th at 6:00 (Outdoor Sunrise), 8:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Lenten Dinners Wednesdays at 6:00 P.M.
Seder Supper Tickets for April 9—$5 ea. (Dinner & Communion service)

HEALTH NOTES
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org

MARCH 2014

PREVENTING MEDICAL ERRORS
Medical errors can occur anywhere that healthcare is given- in
hospitals, clinics, doctors’ offices, nursing homes, pharmacies
and patient homes. They can involve diagnosis, surgery, medications, equipment or lab reports.
Most Americans are aware of some of the more publicized cases
of medical mistakes, but headline cases are only a small fraction
of a very large problem. As estimated by the Institute of Medicine (“IOM”), medical mistakes occur in up to 12% of all hospital admissions, and rank as the eighth leading cause of death in
the United States, costing somewhere between $17 billion and
$29 billion each year (includes loss of income and productivity,
disability, and added healthcare costs). Here are twenty tips,
from the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
(“AHRQ”) which you can use to get safer care…

MEDICATIONS
▪ make sure all of your doctors know about all the
medicines you are taking, including prescription and
over-the-counter meds and dietary supplements.
▪ bring all of your medicines and supplements to your
doctor visits: find out if there are problems with the
combinations of drugs you are using, and help your
doctor keep your records up-to-date.
▪ tell your doctors about any allergies and adverse
reactions you have had to medicines.
▪ be sure you can read the prescriptions your doctor writes
for you – if you can’t, maybe the pharmacist can’t either!
▪ get information about your medications in terms you
understand: what’s it for? How am I supposed to take it?
For how long? What food/drink/activities should I avoid
while taking this medicine? Is it safe with my other
medications?
▪ when you pick up your prescription at the pharmacy, ask
‘is this the medicine my doctor prescribed?’
▪ If you have questions about the directions on your
medication label, ask! For example, does “four times a
day” mean one pill every six hours, or four times during
the hours you’re normally awake….
▪ ask your pharmacist for the best way to measure your
liquid medicines: many people use household teaspoons
which do not hold a true teaspoon of liquid; marked
syringes help people measure the right dose.
▪ ask for written information about the side effects the
medicine could cause: if you know what might happen,
you’ll be more aware if symptoms arise…

HOSPITAL STAYS
▪ if you are in a hospital, consider asking all health care workers who will touch you whether they have washed their
hands: hand washing can prevent the spread of many hospital
-associated infections.
▪ when you’re discharged from the hospital, ask your doctor to
explain meds and treatments you’re supposed to follow at
home, and schedule a follow-up appointment!
SURGERY
▪ if you are having surgery, be sure that you, your personal doctor and the surgeon all agree on exactly what will be done:
mistakes are rare, but can be deadly!
▪ if you have a choice, choose a hospital where many patients
have had the surgery/procedure you need – patients have better results when treated at “centers of excellence” that have
lots of experience with your condition.

OTHER STEPS….
▪ speak up if you have questions or concerns: be an active
partner in your health care, and learn about your
condition, the treatment, the qualifications of the people
caring for you.
▪ make sure that someone, such as your primary doctor,
coordinates your care: this is especially important if you
have many health problems and various doctors treating
those problems… someone has to be in charge!
▪ make sure that all of your doctors have your important
health information: do not assume that everyone has all
the facts; privacy laws limit the sharing of certain
information without your express permission…
▪ ask a family member or friend to go to appointments with
you: even if you do not need help now, you may benefit
from an extra set of eyes and ears now… and later…
▪ know that “more” is not always “better” – it’s a good idea
to find out why a test or treatment is needed, how it can
help you, whether other tests/treatments might get the
same results with less risk or at less cost….
▪ if you have a test, don’t assume that “no news is good
news” …. Ask how and when you’ll get the results.
▪ Learn about your condition and treatments by asking your
doctor and nurse, and by using other reliable sources; for example, treatment options based on the latest scientific evidence are available from the National Guidelines Clearinghouse or Effective Health Care website (see below). Ask
your doctor if your treatment is based on the latest evidence.

FOR MORE INFORMATION…

www.ahrq.gov/consumer/20tips.htm
www.effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/options
www.arcmesa.com : “Preventing Medical Errors”
familydoctor.org/familydoctor/en/healthcare-management/self-care/
medical-errors-tips-to-help-prevent-them

Lois Anderson-Stevens
Yoko Boucher
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Karen Rumpel
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Lynn Tito
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Arlene Milton
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GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
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3-1
3-7
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3-15
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3-17
3-19
3-20
3-21
3-23

Jesse Rowan
Rev. Tim Yearyean
Garrett Smith
Sofie McAdams

3-24
3-24
3-27
3-29

Early APRIL BIRTHDAYS
Emily Wenz
4-6
Alberta Buehler
4-7
Wayne Nelson
4-7

Joey and Krista Cox transferred to Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Lincoln, NE.

MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

238 Baptized,

196 Confirmed

February 8, 2014

Faith’s Youth pose in front of the LoveFest Logo sign

Pastor Wenz, Faith’s Youth Worker James Chung, and 5 youth from Faith
attended this year’s Lovefest 12 at Our Savior’s Lutheran church in Arcadia.
Pam Stenzel, a nationally known speaker on abstinence & the dangers of
STIs, spoke again this year at this event aimed at helping today’s youth make
godly decisions in the area of human sexuality as followers of Jesus.
This year, Pastor Wenz was also one of the break out session speakers, giving talks to youth on “How to talk about my feelings on sexuality” and for
adults on “How to talk to my children about sex and sexuality.” With over
750 attendees at the event and 80 at Pastor Wenz’s 2 sessions, it was a great
event!

Night of Worship for Youth!

Calling all youth—Join Faith’s Youth Leader, James Chung,
and Faith’s junior and senior high Youth Groups on March 29th for a
Night of Worship and prayer for the youth of our church and community.
Each month youth will be sharing their testimonies of faith and
praising Jesus with their music and praying for the church’s vision of
supporting foster care families and children!

Sun

2

31

24

17

10
Elder’s Meeting 6 pm

3

Mon

March

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

9
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

16
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

23

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Cont. Worship

30
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

11

4

12
Food Distribution
10:15 am
Lent Service 1 & 7
pm
Soup Supper 6 pm

5
Ash Wednesday
1&7pm

Wed

18

19
Board of Directors
Meeting @ 6pm
Lent Service 1&7 pm
Soup Supper 6 pm

Tue

25

26
Food Distribution
10:15 am
Lent Service 1&7 pm
Soup Supper 6 pm

Thu

6
Bible Study @ 10 am

13
Bible Study @ 10 am

20
Bible Study @ 10 am

Fri

7

14

21

28

Pastor and Kedma on Vacation through March 29

27
Bible Study @ 10 am

Pastor and Kedma on Vacation through March 29

1

Sat

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

Altar Guild 9 am

8

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

15

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

22

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

29

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

7 PM Youth Night

2014

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays:

8:00 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 A.M.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 A.M.

Contemporary Praise Service

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
4785 Jackson Street
Riverside, CA 92503

TIME SENSITIVE
GOD BLESS THOSE WHO DELIVER THIS!

NONPROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
RIVERSIDE, CA
PERMIT NO. 890

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

