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How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
“Facing Giants”
With “Joshua” on our side, we
can face all Battles with Strength
and Courage
When someone keeps telling you
to “be strong and courageous,” you
might suspect you are up against
something big. And the Israelites
were as they prepared to enter Canaan (Joshua chapter 1 and The
Story ch. 7)!
About to enter the land that had
been promised them 600 years before, they had a giant-sized task awaiting them. Literally.
Forty years earlier
ten spies had come
back and told the
Israelites that the
inhabitants of the
land were so big
they felt like they
were the size of a
grasshopper in comparison. Fear
took them captive without a battle
and sent them off as a group to
wander around in a wilderness
where they took their chances
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against wild animals rather than
face their giants.
They wandered
so long that those
who had grasshopper-sized faith died
out. Forty years
later their children
were ready to take the land. They
were physically no taller than their
parents had been. The enemies in the
land were no smaller than before. But
the Israelites’ faith
muscles had grown.
There were two spies
who had reported the
land was theirs for the
taking. One of them,
Joshua, is now the Israelites’ leader. He
was courageous, and
God wanted to keep
him that way. So God
tells him three times in the first nine
verses of the first chapter of Joshua:
“Be strong and courageous.” He also
reminds him that “the Lord your God
is with you wherever you go.”
Continued on next page...
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My guess is you have a few giants in your life
too. There may be some uphill battles that appear
insurmountable, a task demanding more than you
think you have to give, or one too many things on
your “to do” list than you have the time or energy
to do. For some of you, there are giants like unemployment staring you down, depression tightening its grip on you, bills that have raided your
bank account and left it empty, or an illness that
hovers over your life like a threatening storm.
You’d rather just run and wander.
Instead, hear God’s invitation to be strong and
courageous. It is not just a command to try to
muster up courage on your own. For you have a
Joshua that will lead the way. The New Testament equivalent of the Hebrew name “Joshua” is
“Jesus.” After He conquered sin and death buy
His glorious resurrection, Jesus promised to be

with you always, to the very end of the age
(Matthew 28:20)!
Jesus knows how to lead you through battles.
He had a few of His own while He was on this
earth: enemies attacking Him with accusations
(Mark 3:22); no home and no bed (Luke 9:58);
crowds and expectations pressing in on Him (Luke
8:45); the religious establishment eventually insuring He was sentenced to a brutal death (Mark
15:14).
Yet He took on the most barbaric giant there
is, death, and lived to tell about it. He can help
you do the same! When we put our faith in Jesus,
we are strong and courageous as we live under
God’s grace!

“I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me
strength, that he considered me trustworthy, appointing
me to his service” (1 Timothy 1:12).
It seems time has flown since I joined the Board of
Directors last January. I first want to say thank you for
the trust you have in me.
I was a little nervous at first to represent you as I
took the seat on the Board of Stewardship, wondering if
I would be a good leader and how I could possibly begin
to do this. With a lot of praying, God showed me that I
wasn’t new to this at all. After becoming a member of
Faith Lutheran Church in the summer of 2012, it was full
speed ahead. Several members including the Pastor
saw in me what I couldn’t see myself, a leader.
In August of 2013 I attended my Cursillo weekend.
What a blessing it was and still is. I knew what was dear
to my heart in serving the Lord, I just didn’t know how to
go about doing it. My husband Shawn knew this urge
that lived inside me and with his support I opened up to
others. Soon afterwards I was sitting on our Faith’s Visioning Team! What a blessing it was to serve with
those who believed in what I had.
My Stewardship calling didn’t stop there. In March of
this year, I gave back and served on a Cursillo team for
a weekend. This was more than fulfilling as I worked for
God and supported two beautiful ladies that attended

from our church. I also love serving at Faith’s events
and you will frequently see me during our gatherings in
the kitchen cooking or serving each of you. This too is
something I enjoy.
As we move forward with Stewardship at Faith, I
want you to know that whatever questions you have
asked yourself about serving our Lord, I have already
asked myself. I am here to guide and help our congregation in this journey. I may be new in this but I know
God is guiding us all. Together we can serve God with
the gifts He has provided us (see Rom. 12 & 1 Cor.
12). All that’s left is to find that gift.
For spring I will be distributing a “Spiritual Gift Survey.” First and foremost this is not a test. The survey
consists of spiritual questions and how they relate to
you. At the end of the survey your answers will guide
you on the path given to you by God. In life we ask ourselves, what’s God plan for me? You may know what
that is now or you may still be working on it. Just remember, God doesn’t call the equipped…He equips
the called!
God’s Blessings,

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
May 12th @ 6 PM

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
May 14th @ 6 PM

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz

Linda Burgo
“When I am afraid I put my trust in you, in God, whose word I
praise. In God I trust and am not afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?” (Psalm 56: 3-4)

April 9, 2014

On April 9, 2014, Faith celebrated a Seder Supper for the Wednesday night worship service. Modeled on the traditional Jewish Passover Meal, the event followed what Jesus would have done at the Last
Supper and included the institution of the Lord’s Supper at the
“Third Cup of Blessing” during the Passover dinner.
Pictured above at her first Seder Supper was Trinity Smalley
(center) with her mother, Tammy (right) and grandmother, Dottie
Smalley (left).

April 19, 2014

 At the annual “Walk to Calvary” Passion Play, Jesus (played by
Carlos Olea) is seen entering Jerusalem on Palm Sunday above, as the
children shout “Hosanna!”
Below, Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane as His disciples fall
asleep (at left played by River Shelton, Joe Galusha & Mike Haas). 

Worship and fellowship go hand in hand as participants of the Seder
Supper lift a glass in honor of our Savior, Jesus Christ! Each table
was headed by an elder who served communion to those around him
after Pastor Wenz spoke the words of Institution.
Pictured above (clockwise from bottom left) are: Van Fairfax,
Theresa Rockwell, Jeremy and Louise Jackson, Heather Olea, Sophie McAdams, Barbara Danbo and Susie Fairfax.

An update on our churches Vision to
support Foster Care children and
families through the “Faith in Motion” program in Riverside County.
Faith continues to reach out with the love of Christ to fulfill our vision of supporting foster care children with the latest
program of giving a gift bag of simple toiletries to each foster
care child in Riverside for their birthdays.
The first batch of gifts for birthday children in March and
April were received by Angela (right) from the Riverside County Child Support
Services., who, along with
our adopted social worker,
Maureen O’Brian, thanked
Faith for the generous love
and support.
You can sign up for a
child’s birthday on the list in
the narthex. There is a list of
things you can buy as well.
Two months are listed at a
time with an average of 5-6
per month. A social worker
will pick them up each
month to distribute to the
children.

April 19, 2014

Pontius Pilate (Andy Shaffer) questions Jesus (Carlos Olea) before the
Roman soldiers (Rocco Tito, left, & Mike Bedwell) as the crowds shout.

The Roman soldiers lead Jesus out to Mt. Calvary to be crucified.


The
angel
(Roberto
Olea)
announces at the
tomb that “He is
not here! He is
risen as He said!”
The Risen Christ
(Carlos Olea) proclaims to all, “I am
with you always,
even unto the end
of the age!” 

April 20, 2014

Enjoying the Easter Breakfast between services on April 20, 2014, are
(Clockwise from left): Judy Summers, Suzanne Shaffer, Carolyn and
Don Donaldson, Geri Carlson, Melissa Danieley (at right of table)
and Bill Summers.

Faith’s Easter Choir presented “Love Grew Where the Blood Fell”
at the 8:00 & 10:30 AM services. Pictured above from left: Carlos
Olea (narrating), Karen Rice, Heather Olea, Anna Wahlstrom, Sandy
Bedwell, Suzanne & Andy Shaffer, Mike Bedwell & Shawn Burgo.

HEALTH NOTES
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org
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Hi, I’m your liver…
The liver is a large organ on the right side of your upper
abdomen, above the stomach, gall bladder, and small intestines. It is dark reddish in color, and weighs about three
pounds. The liver holds about one pint (13%) of the body’s
blood supply at any given moment. It is an amazing
“filtration machine” that can lose three-quarters of its
cells before it stops functioning; and, the liver is the only
organ in the body that can regenerate itself. Thank heavens for that! - You can live without some body parts, but
not without a liver!

It’s worth your time to learn what your liver does for
you, and to learn to respect it and protect it…

How to be good to me…






Let me tell you what I do for you…

















I produce bile, which helps digest fats in the small intestine
during digestion, and carries away the waste products left over
from digestion of the foods you eat
I produce certain proteins that ar e necessar y for plasma
(the liquid part of blood that carries blood cells)
I produce cholesterol (yes! Your body needs some cholesterol, and I can make it for you!) and special proteins to help
carry fats through the body
I convert excess glucose (a for m of sugar ) into glycogen for
storage (I can later change the glycogen back into glucose
when you need it for energy… it’s like a battery storing energy
for future use)
I regulate blood levels of amino acids, the building blocks
of proteins used throughout your body
I process hemoglobin, a pr otein found in r ed blood cells
that carries oxygen from the lungs to all cells of the body (if
you have too little hemoglobin, you are called “anemic”) and I
store iron necessary for oxygen transport
I convert poisonous ammonia to urea (ur ea is the final
product of protein metabolism, and is excreted from the body
in urine… (Get it? Urea… urine….)
I clear toxins from the blood – drugs and other toxic substances that would poison you if they were allowed to build up
in your body without being filtered out and removed: these
include alcohol (wine, beer, hard liquor), drugs (prescribed and
over-the-counter stuff as well as the illegal ones), pesticides
that haven’t been washed off of foods you eat, chemicals and
air pollution that you inhale, etc.

I regulate blood clotting so that you stop bleeding when
you accidently cut yourself (without me, you’d bleed to
death!)
I resist infections by pr oducing immune factor s and by
filtering out the germs (like bacteria and viruses) that are constantly finding their way into your body and your bloodstream. Sometimes, I encounter a germ that likes to infect me
(hepatitis viruses, for instance) and if there are enough of
them to overwhelm me, I can become severely inflamed
(that’s what “hepatitis” means), and develop scarring
(“cirrhosis”), even liver cancer.

watch those drugs … all dr ugs ar e chemicals and when
you mix them up or take more than you should, you may create something very toxic and permanently damaging (those
scars called cirrhosis are permanent…) Medicines are sometimes necessary; but taking pills that aren’t necessary are dangerous! Remember, you are making me work hard to filter
those chemicals out of your body!
be careful with aerosol sprays… r emember I have to detoxify what you breathe as well as what you eat and drink; so,
when you are cleaning with aerosol cleaners, make sure the
room is well ventilated, or wear a mask (that goes for bug
sprays, mildew sprays, paint sprays and all those other chemicals, even perfumes and colognes)
watch what gets on your skin… those insecticides you put
on trees and shrubs not only kill bugs… they can kill the liver
cells that are trying to keep you healthy; so, cover your skin
with gloves, long sleeves, hat and mask every time insecticides are in the air or if you’re handling them
don’t drown me in alcohol!... even one dr ink is too much
for some people, and you could be scarring me for life!

See your doctor if you notice…
(these classic symptoms of liver disease)
 nausea/vomiting
 right upper abdominal pain
 jaundice (yellow discoloration of skin and the whites of your
eyes)
 fatigue/weakness/unintentional weight loss
Progressive liver disease, leading to cirrhosis, may add…
 easy bruising
 itchy skin (from bile salts left in bloodstream)
 gynecomastia (enlarged male breasts)
 ascites (accumulation of fluid in abdomen)
 confusion/lethargy

I’m working hard to keep you strong and healthy… I
can’t and won’t tell you I’m in trouble until I’m near
“the end of my rope”, so take care of me… this
message may be the only warning I can give you!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information, go to:
www.mayoclinic.com
www.webmd.com
www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/liverdiseases.html

Tom & Evie Horvath
May 2
Edwin & Ruby Doucette May 3
Pastor Paul & Kedma Wenz May 9
Wayne & Joellyn Nelson May 23
Dale & Dottie Smalley May 27

Rick Bodiford
Delaney Creacy
Barbara Danbo
Jamie Creacy
Karen Rice
Cailee Falkenberg
Rose Mary Sorter
Jackie Hill
Heather Rice
Adam Cammarota
Anna Wahlstrom
Alexis Reynolds
Heather Carpenter
Joe Kwiatkowski
Amanda Hernandez
Branden Duerfeldt
Joshua Creacy

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 2
LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

5-2
5-2
5-2
5-3
5-6
5-7
5-7
5-8
5-9
5-11
5-11
5-14
5-16
5-17
5-20
5-21
5-23

Marluce Johnson
5-23
Rocco Tito
5-23
Fred Powell
5-28
Don Donaldson
5-29
Kelly Duerfeldt
5-29
Vivian Criswell
5-30
Ruby Doucette
5-30
Early JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Bryn Hellickson
June 11
Durell Antim
June 13
If we missed any birthdays or
anniversaries, please contact the
church secretary. Thanks!

Sophia and Angelique Milon through child baptism—on
April 13, 2014.
249 Baptized,

April 12, 2014

Naomi Dooley actively shares her faith in song as a
member of Faith’s Praise Team. Now she will be sharing it
in China in July 2014 with the Student Ambassadors program. Although missionaries are not allowed in China, Naomi can talk about her personal life in America with Chinese
students. To help Naomi with her trip, she had a spaghetti
dinner fund raiser on Saturday, April 12th.
Pictured above (from left) are: family friend Mary, Delilah, Naomi and Lewis Dooley and Delilah’s father.

202 Confirmed

April 13, 2014

On Sunday, April 13th at the 10:30 AM service,
two sisters were baptized together: Sophia and Angelique Milon. Sophia, a newborn with Downs Syndrome
was all smiles,
while her older
sister, Angelique,
joined her in receiving
God’s
grace
through
baptism on the
same day.
Pictured
at
right holding Sophia is her mother
Laurence Milon
with Angelique at
right center. On
either side are the
family sponsors,
Bernabe
and
Crystel. We welcome these children into God’s
family!

Sun

4

May
Mon

5

12

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

11
Elder’s Meeting 6 pm

Memorial Day

26
Office Closed

19

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

Mother’s Day
18
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

VOTERS’ MEETING
25
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

FOOD FOR THE POOR

Tue

6

13

20

27

Wed

7
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

14
10:15 am Food
Distribution
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study
6 pm Board of
Directors Meeting
21
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

28
10:15 am Food
Distribution
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

Thu
1
Bible Study 10 am

8
Bible Study 10 am

15
Bible Study 10 am

22
Bible Study 10 am

29
Bible Study 10 am

2

3

Sat

31

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

24

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

17

9-12 LWML Spring
Rally in Menifee

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

10

Altar Guild 9 am

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

Fri

9

16

23

30

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

8-12 Confirmation Car
Wash for the Troops

2014

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays:

8:00 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 A.M.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 A.M.

Contemporary Praise Service
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