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How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:20 A.M.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
The comfort of night-lights is something we cherish as children but tend to
forget as adults. With little ones in our
house again, I realize how important a little light can be! The world can truly be a
dark and scary place. But by the time we
are grown, both our eyes and our hearts
have often become so accustomed to the
dark that we forget the warmth and radiance that light can bring to our soul. The
Biblical writers remind us that one of the
primary ways God has made the divine
presence known on
Earth has been through
revealing glimpses of
the divine light.
Moses begged for a
glimpse of God. Once
he was honored with a
back-view peek; he
found his face forever
emblazoned with God’s
radiance which he had
so briefly glimpsed
(Exodus 34). The prophet Habakkuk describes
God with beams of radiance shooting out
from the Creator’s creative hand
(Habakkuk 3:3,4). And in the Gospels, Jesus’ Transfiguration introduces the miraculous mountaintop epiphany with the presence of dazzling light (Matthew 17; Mark 9
and Luke 9:28-36).
God is always present in creation and
humanity. But when God wants to bring
special illumination to an event, a messen-
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ger or a message, God
does not hesitate to
turn on a light.
The three disciples
wanted to build three
temples of light at the
top of the mountain. A
transfiguration
“booth” would serve as a light at the end of
the tunnel, a beacon of light beckoning those
squinting from dim tunnel vision or those
stuck at the wrong end of long, dark tunnels.
Jesus rebuked their “light
-at-the-end-of-a-tunnel” understanding of discipleship
and challenged them to embrace a tunnel-at-the-end-ofthe-light discipleship. The
church is not called to invite
people out of the darkness
into the light so much as to
bring the light into the darkness. We spend so much time
building our booths, our own
safe “temples of light” —our
church buildings and communities—but fail to spend anywhere near that
much time bringing that light into the dark
tunnels.
The Transfiguration does not call us to be
“a light at the end of the tunnel,” waiting for
people lost in the dark to blunder their way
towards us. The church is to take the light of
truth, the Gospel and glory of Christ, boldly
into the tunnel. When our family drove
through Yosemite
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National Park a couple of summers ago, we drove through a
long tunnel into the valley. But halfway through that tunnel
was a majestic window cut into the middle of the tunnel for
light and ventilation that gave a grand view of the valley
below. In our world today, there is always a tunnel lurking
right outside our ring of light. Will we move forward and
further into that tunnel with the light of the Gospel and
open windows for the light of Jesus to shine in?
If we are to enter the tunnel at the end of the light; if
we are to poke new windows into the darkness of the world;
if we are to live our lives in the light and lead others toward
Christ, then we need to build three new kinds of windows in
that tunnel.
One window we can use is right in our own church. Ever
notice which way the beautiful stained-glass windows of
churches are directed? Most stained-glass windows only tell
stories to those already safely inside the illumined interior of the church community.
To those trapped outside in the tunnel,
these beautiful windows are nothing but hazy,
multicolored blurs, a visual mesh of confusion
incapable of casting meaningful, penetrating
light on anything.
One of the biggest barriers to witnessing
to Christ in the 21st Century, is that the
church seems to be a closed community. An
invisible “For Members Only” sign is found on
too many of our churches. In fact, it’s a sign
that is etched in bigger letters on our church
doors than on many Rotary, Kiwanis and
Shriner’s club doors.
It’s time to turn our stained-glass windows outward, to
tell our stories to the world. But a word of warning: once
we turn them around, it must be light enough inside for
people to see outside. Unless the community inside is on
fire for God, there will not be enough light to illuminate the
windows so that the world can see them from the outside.
Another type of window in some modern church architecture is seen is those churches which have forgone the
expense of stained-glass windows by erecting great panes of
frosted, glazed-over, or intentionally crackled glass to obscure any view of what lies outside the walls of the sanctuary.
How many of our churches are using frosted glass so as
not to be disturbed by the “horrors” of the outside world?
For us to see the outside world as it is rather than through
our rose-tinted glasses would mean that we must come to
terms with the fact that it’s a different world out there.
How people see themselves, see life, see the world and see
the church has changed and is changing.
It’s time to open the curtains. What realities are we
hiding from behind our frosted-glass windows? How can we

offer light to the world when our view of what that world
is like is filtered through frosted, tinted glasses? There are
things in the world today that can be a connection by
which we can share the Gospel if we can resist judging the
world by standards they are not under. Take any topic today and think how Jesus would relate to it—not with judgment or arrogance, but with love and compassion.
The third new window for this world out there is a new
stained-glass window, the stained-glass window for the
21st century—the computer screen.
This new world will not get its inspiration the Gutenberg Way. We Protestants have had a love affair with the
bound book ever since typesetting was invented in mid15th century. The mission to put a Bible in every hand, in
every pew, even in every motel room pushed the church
and Christ’s Gospel message out into the darkest places in
the 19th and early 20th centuries.
Today, however, the way people carry on the
fastest communication and obtain their most
important information is no longer from the pages of a book. Instead, our postmodern culture
has turned toward a new kind of stained-glass
window for one of its sources of light. There is a
very good chance that you look at that
“window” at some point every day. When you
boot up Microsoft Windows, what is the first visual you see? The colored panes of a software
stained-glass window.
Christianity is now undergoing a visual metamorphosis. In seminary, I bought my first computer—
a Mas Plus with a tiny black and white screen
and a whopping 1 Megabyte of memory (compared to the
current standard of 4 gigabytes or 4000 MB), just to write
my papers. Now I use my computer to design our worship
services with appropriate graphics for every season of the
church year and to add video and audio Bible Study files to
our churches websites for the world to listen to and download (check for yourself at www.flcr.org!). The image, not
the word, has become the primary unit of cultural currency. I grew up in a world where texts were better and images, or pictures, were held in lower esteem. A book with
pictures in it was inferior to one without pictures, since a
book with a lot of pictures was just a “coffee table” book!
Christians today experience God in a variety of ways,
including a sensory web made possible through powerful
new visualization technologies. One of the reasons why the
generations born after 1964 are not in church and have not
become Christians is that we have not made it easy for
them to experience God in new ways beside written communication (which challenges the purpose of newsletters.
Yet over the last few years we
have also made it available
Continued on next page...

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
May 11th @ 5:30 PM

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
April 20th @ 6 PM

April 4, 2015

Jesus (Carlos Olea) enters Jerusalem on Palm Sunday
with his disciples (from left, Charlie Danieley, Jesse
Campuzano & Thomas Galusha) as the crowd shouts!

Jesus (Carlos Olea) is crucified on Good Friday as
the Roman Centurions (Rocco and Michael) stand
guard and Mary, Jesus’ mother (Kiana Campuzano,
bottom left), watches.

Pilate (Andy Shaffer) sentences Jesus (Carlos
Olea) to be crucified as the guards (from left,
Rocco Tito and Michael Bedwell) take Him away.

The angel (Roberto Olea) at the empty tomb declares to the two Mary’s (Kiana Campuzano and Malia McFarland), “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not
here but has Risen as He said!” Alleluia!

online as a PDF file with other content). A
new millennia calls for new windows of multisensory worship!
Will we be a church that pokes new windows in the tunnel at the end of the light? I
pray that together we will continue making
windows through which the world can glimpse
Christ!
Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz

The children participated in 3 egg hunts!

Theresa Rockwell (right) helps with the egg dying.

April 5, 2015

Josh Creacy helped grill up stacks of
pancakes for the Easter Breakfast.

After the 8 AM Easter Festival service, the crowds came in hungry for
breakfast. Pictured from left are: Dottie Smalley, Kathy Dupree, Debbie
Cammarota, and Cailee Falkenberg.

The “Sunrise” crew starts breakfast after the outdoor sunrise service. Clockwise from
left are: Kiana and Jesse Campuzano, Rocco and Lynn Tito, Anna Wahlstrom, Liz
Burgo Pat Lambert, Linda Burgo and Shawn and Cassandra Pollock.
Barbara Danbow 
(pictured right on left) held a
raffle for a beautiful Easter
Basket to help the youth
group. Helping our Board’s
Youth Director, Teonie Galusha (center)
pick the winning
ticket are Aislyn
Haas
(center
front) and Malia McFarland
(right).
8 AM service
attenders enjoy
the great selection of egg casA big thanks to Rhonda Desparicio (right) & the Cre- seroles.

cy’s for helping Cathy Cross organize Easter breakfast!

Not to be outdone, Delaney
Creacy took her turn at the
grill.

HEALTH NOTES



by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org

MAY:

THE OLDER ADULT DRIVER TIME TO GIVE UP THE KEYS?
As we age, it’s normal for our driving abilities to change.
By reducing risk factors and incorporating safe driving
practices, many older adults can continue to drive, enjoying independence and preserving mobility. But we do have
to pay attention to warning signs that age is interfering with
driving safely….
Deciding when someone is no longer fit to drive is a
challenging issue, especially when it comes to dementia. A
study published in the journal Neurology reported that as
many as 76% of people with mild dementia are still able to
pass an on-road test and drive appropriately. Yet, virtually
all of us will have to stop driving eventually. Even if we do
have to reduce our driving or give up the keys entirely, it
doesn’t mean the end of independence… seeking alternative methods of transportation can offer health and social
benefits, as well as a welcome change of pace.
HOW DOES AGING AFFECT DRIVING?
Everyone ages differently, so there’s no easy
answer or arbitrary cutoff age. However, older
adults are more likely to receive traffic citations
and have accidents than younger drivers. In fact,
fatal crash rates rise sharply after a driver has
reached the age of 70. What accounts for the
increase? As we age, factors such as decreased
vision, impaired hearing or slowed motor reflexes may become a problem. A chronic condition
that worsens with time (e.g., arthritis) or a sudden change in health (e.g., a stroke) may impact strength,
coordination and flexibility, which affect one’s ability to
safely control a car. To continue driving safely, we need to
recognize that changes will happen, get help when they
do, and be willing to listen if others voice concerns!
HOW BIG IS THE PROBLEM?
It’s been estimated that by 2020, 15% of American drivers
will be over age 65. The risk of being injured or killed in a
motor vehicle accident increases as we age: each day, an
average of 500 older adults are injured and 15 are killed in
auto crashes. Per mile traveled, fatal crash rates increase
at age 75 (largely due to susceptibility to injury and medical complications rather than an increased tendency to
have accidents). Age-related declines in vision and cognitive functions (ability to reason and remember) also affect
some older adults’ driving ability.
STAYING SAFE ON THE ROAD…
There are protective measures older adults (well…all of
us!) can and should use to reduce risks as drivers and
passengers:
 seat belt use: more than three in every four (77%)
older adults in automobiles wear seat belts, compared
to 63% of other adults (18-64 years of age)
 drive when conditions are safest: older drivers
tend to limit their driving during bad weather and at






night, and drive fewer miles than younger drivers.
don’t drive impaired (“ driving under the influence…”): older adult drivers are less likely to drink
and drive than other adult drivers. Only 5% of older
drivers involved in fatal crashes had a blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) of 0.08 g/dL or higher (the legal
definition of “drunk driving”), compared to 25% of drivers between the ages of 21 and 64 years.
annual eye exam and wearing glasses and corrective lenses if required.
find the safest route: take time to plan your route
with well-lit streets, intersections with left turn arrows,
and easy parking.
avoid distractions in the car, such as listening to
a loud radio, talking or texting on the phone or eating.
consider alternatives to driving, such as riding
with a friend or using public transit.

AUTO AIDS TO HELP DRIVERS
There are a number of affordable products to help keep
older drivers safe and extend their driving years:
 AllView mirror: an oversized rear view mirror that attaches to the existing rear view mirror to widen visibility and eliminate blind spots (also helps during parking).
 Blind spot mirrors: small convex mirrors
that stick to the corner of the side view mirrors to improve side and rear vision.
 Backup camera: a wireless night vision
camera that attaches to the license plate and
a small monitor that mounts on the dash or
windshield; eliminates blind spots and the
need to turn around when backing up (difficult
for those with neck/shoulder stiffness).
 Sun zapper glare shield: plastic tinted visor clips onto the existing sun visor to remove
sun glare without obstructing vision.
 Steering wheel cover: makes it easier to grip.
 Wedge seat cushion: elevates short driver.
 Foot pedal extensions: allows driver to reach pedals
while keeping the recommended 10-12 inch distance
from the steering wheel
10 SIGNS THAT IT’S TIME….
If someone shows one or more of these signs, it’s time to
have a serious conversation with the driver and his/her
doctor…
 Stops in traffic for no reason or ignores traffic signs.
 Fails to signal or signals inappropriately.
 Drifts into other lanes or drives on the wrong side of
the street.
 Becomes lost on a familiar route.
 Parks inappropriately.
 Has difficulty seeing pedestrians or other vehicles.
 Has difficulty making turns or changing lanes.
 Gets drowsy or falls asleep while driving.
 Lacks good judgment.
 Has repeated minor accidents or “near misses.”
For more information, go to…
www.johnshopkinshealthalerts.com (“10 Signs…”)
www.aafp.org/afp/2000/0101/p141.html
www.cdc.gov/motorvehiclesafety/older_adult_drivers
www.wheatridge.org/?pageID=31&docID=526&RID=1&SLID=133

Tom & Evie Horvath
May 2
Edwin & Ruby Doucette May 3
Pastor Paul & Kedma Wenz May 9
Wayne & Joellyn Nelson May 23
Dale & Dottie Smalley May 27

Rick Bodiford
Delaney Creacy
Barbara Danbo
Jamie Creacy
Sandy Bedwell
Karen Rice
Cailee Falkenberg
Rose Mary Sorter
Jackie Hill
Heather Hale
Adam Cammarota
Anna Wahlstrom
Heather Carpenter
Monita (Mac) Cameron
Caitlin Danieley
Amanda Hernandez
Branden Duerfeldt
Joshua Creacy

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
.
LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 1
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

5-2
5-2
5-2
5-3
5-5
5-6
5-7
5-7
5-8
5-9
5-11
5-11
5-16
5-17
5-17
5-20
5-21
5-23

Marluce Johnson
Rocco Tito
Fred Powell
Don Donaldson
Kelly Duerfeldt
Vivian Criswell
Ruby Doucette
Ken Yearyean

5-23
5-23
5-28
5-29
5-29
5-30
5-30
5-30

Bryn Hellickson
Durell Antim

6-11
6-13

Early JUNE BIRTHDAYS

If we missed any birthdays or
anniversaries, please contact the
church secretary. Thanks!

Helen “Jeane” Kenlon called Home on April 29, 2015
245 Baptized,
201 Confirmed

April 25, 2015

LWML members from Faith attending the Spring Rally and Luncheon this
year were (clockwise from bottom left): Sofie McAdams, Laura Shatford,
Caroline Schroeder and Teonie Galusha.

On Saturday, April 25th the Citrus Circuit
(#18) of the Pacific Southwest District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML)
had their Spring Rally at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Moreno Valley. The
theme was “Bloom Where You Are Planted.”
Rev. Ron Kraft, currently sharing vacancy
work with Rev. Allen Dienart at Shepherd of
the Valley, started the morning with a devotion on “Baptized for Service.” Pastor Kraft
has served in our circuit for many years and in
many ways. He was once pastor of Grace Lutheran in Corona and also built the organ at
Faith. In retirement, he continues to serve on
the staff at Shepherd of the Valley while they
work on calling a new pastor.
Circuit #18 LWML Circuit Counselor and
Guest Speaker at the rally was Faith’s own,
Pastor Paul Wenz. His talk was on “Lifestyle
Evangelism—God’s Roadmap for Your Life.”
Discussing how believers are not called to
“sign up for evangelism” but become witnesses for Jesus through the gift of faith. That
means we make disciples just by sharing our
faith with those in our lives.

Sun

3

25

18

Elder’s Meeting 5:30
pm

11

4

Mon

May

[Pastor Wenz on vacation]

8:00 am- Trad. Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School
& Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

10
Mother’s Day
8:00 am- Trad. Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School
& Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

17
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School
& Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

24

12VOTERS’ ASSMEBLY

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School
& Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

31
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School
& Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

Tue

5

12

19

26

Wed

6
11 am Whispering
Fountain Bible Study
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study
7:30 pm Choir
Practice
13
10:15 am Food Distr.
11 am Whispering
Fountain Bible Study
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study
7:30pm Choir Practice
20
11 am Whispering
Fountain Bible Study
6 pm Board of Dir.
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study
7:30pm Choir Practice
27
10:15 am Food Distr.
11 am Whispering
Fountain Bible Study
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study
7:30pm Choir Practice

Thu

7
Bible Study 10 am

14
Bible Study 10 am

21
Bible Study 10 am

28
Bible Study 10 am

1

2

Sat

30

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

23

LWML @ 10 am

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

16

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

9

Altar Guild @ 9 am

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

Fri

8

15

22

29

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

2015

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join us at Faith each Sunday for:

8:00 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 A.M.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 A.M.

Contemporary Praise Service
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