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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:20 A.M.

Pastor Paul Wenz
Before last month’s Vacation Bible
School, July 6-10, I have to admit I had
a little bit of hesitancy about the
theme, SonSpark Labs. I was attracted
to the idea of a science-themed VBS
with the great experiments we used to
thrill the kids. I had even, as a child,
wanted to become a chemist! However, our society has tried to make science and faith seem incompatible.
That didn’t necessarily scare me off
with thoughts of questions I couldn’t
answer. After all, I’ve been teaching
Old Testament Theology at Concordia
University Irvine for 13 years now and
have fielded many questions from college students about a 6-day creation
vs. evolution.
My tentativeness stemmed from
not being able to
adequately answer
kids questions
about dinosaurs and
the Bible or how
can we believe in God when science
teaches that only measurable and repeatable events are “real.” Perhaps I
was anticipating a much more hostile
group (too much reading the news
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about Christians being attacked for their
faith in schools, universities, etc.).
However, I feel
the VBS material did
a great job of showing how basic Laws of
Nature also reflect the Nature of our God!
The fact that gravity is always there even
though we cannot see it, is like God Himself! Also, the Law that “an object at
rest stays at rest until it is acted upon by
another force” is a very good way of understanding the theological truth that we
are all dead in sin (Rom. 3:23) until God
makes us alive in Christ!
There was a time
when most great scientists were also believers in God, if not
Christian. Newton,
Kepler, Galileo, and
even Einstein believed
in God. These scientists show how the Bible’s claim is still
true today: that “the heavens declare the
glory of God!” (Psalm 19:1). Throughout
the Bible, the natural world serves as a
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window into God’s character as the Creator. Jesus follows this pattern when He uses nature both to perform
miracles (the feeding of the 5,000, turning water into
wine, calming the storm) and, like his predecessors in
the Old Testament, as a way to understand who God is.
The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed . . .
Knowing God is like drinking from a stream of living water . . . A farmer went out to sow his seed (explaining
faith). . . etc.
It is also clear that
there are some really
important questions that
science cannot really
answer, such as: Why is
there something instead
of nothing? Why are we
here? Instead of divorcing science and faith,
our world needs to see
that there are questions
that faith provides a
better path to answers. Science and faith can actually
be mutually enriching and complementary once their
proper domains are understood and respected. In a new
report by the LCMS’s Committee on Theology and
Church Relations (CTCR) on Faith and Science, it states
that science can reveal much about creation but must
be subservient to Scripture. When human arrogance
places scientific knowledge on a pedestal in order to
disprove God, it has become an idol! But when the
proper place of science as a tool and gift of God is
acknowledged, then these two realms can be seen to
compliment each other.
It is time to address these issues for future generations, lest science and faith never meet again or people
live in a kind of false compartmentalization where they
only talk about faith in church and only about science
in their jobs or school. In a recent New Testament class
I taught, a student commented on how she had almost
lost her faith by studying biology in college with its emphasis on scientific principles (even though it was at a
Christian university). Taking the required NT class
though and delving into the truths of Scripture helped
her see things that science doesn’t address, yet that

are important for life, such as what is one’s purpose
in life and if there’s a God, how can we know Him?
Reading through the Gospel of John answers questions
we sometimes forget we need to ask! John shows us
how much God loves us and that Jesus, who is God in
the flesh also created us (John 1:3). If God though it
important enough to take on our form, then who are
we to doubt our importance in the universe?
Also, at the most
fundamental level, science also brings up
these same questions.
It’s a miracle that
there’s a universe at
all. It’s a miracle that
it has order, finetuning that allows the
possibility of complexity, and laws that follow
precise mathematical
formulas. Contemplating this, an open-minded observer is almost forced to
conclude that there must be a “mind” behind all this.
To me, that qualifies as a miracle, a profound truth
that lies outside of scientific explanation.
Are science and faith at war? Does science undermine or corroborate belief in God? Does faith suppress or inspire scientific research? I’m thankful that
in our church body, such issues are being addressed. I
want my children to grow up in a world where science
is not seen as an enemy of God, but as a means to
reveal the glory of God’s creation.
I know this is heady stuff, but God’s Word has survived thousands of years of assault just fine and it
can take anything else society can throw at it. So
keep engaging in such conversations because it will
not help to evangelize people if we only say, “Just
have faith!” Faith can embrace science and see the
beauty of God in it. We just have to help people see
it in intelligible conversations.

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
Aug. 10th @ 5:30 PM

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
Aug. 19th @ 6 PM

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz

Friday, July 10, 2015

Sing to the Lord!

VBS OFFERING PROJECT

Pastor of Faith—Rev. Paul G. Wenz
Faith Lutheran
4785 Jackson St.

Office
951-689-2626

Chain Reactions!

Website
www.flcr.org

VBS Announcements
Sunday, July 12, 10:30 A.M.
All VBS children are invited Sunday to sing in church
at the 10:30 service! Meet at 9:30 in the fellowship
hall for practice before the service. Invite your family and friends!

God has given each of us many blessings, especially living
in America. This year, Faith VBS wants to help children living in
poverty. Just $15 can provide a full day of training to Help
Break the Cycle of Poverty through Kids Empowering Kids (K-E
-K)! Our goal this week was $360 and we beat it by over $80!
K-E-K impacts a family member with LIFE CHANGING SKILLS
during a week-long training plus follow-up sessions More
information on this charity can be found at:
www.empoweringlives.org. No
offering is
too small to help!

What’s Your Favorite Part of VBS?

Day 5

$440.98
Day 3
$175
Day 1

$19.03

VBS Highlights from Day 5

Grand Finale!
Songs with “Prof. Proton!”

Story time with Rachel

VBS kids striving to reach goal of ending poverty for kids!

Thanks to Jamie and
David for setting up
the slides! It was a
great summer day!

 Learning about
Chain Reactions
with Prof.
Proton!

Foster Children's Camp 2015
By Linda Burgo
Friday, July 17th was an exciting
day for both the foster children chosen
to attend our church-sponsored camp
and the volunteer counselors from
Faith and Immanuel Lutheran Churches. I don’t know who was more nervous, the counselors or the campers.
The campers started arriving at 10:00
A.M., some a little nervous while others
were anxious to get their weekend
started (after all, this was their weekend).
After the check-in of medications
and luggage, counselors and campers
paired up; Immanuel Lutheran had several activities prepared for the meetand-greet. Our first activity was a list of
questions we asked each other. This
was a great ice breaker—smiles and
laughter filled the room; communication
was flowing with this group of campers.
Secondly, we had an art project to draw
four things we had in common, luckily
my camper was not new to art (she
even has a YouTube account showing
off her graffiti artwork). Lastly, we stood
around blankets with fringed edges and
tied the ends (these would be donated
to a nursing home). When the campers
learned for whom the blankets were
made, they were all eager to finish
them.
Once we were on our way to camp,
it wasn’t long before we arrive. The
camp at Forest Home was large and
spread out, so needless to say, there
was going to be a lot of exercise. Once
unloaded we sat and ate the sack

An update on Faith’s Vision to support Foster Care children
and families through the “Faith in Motion” program in Riverside County.
lunches prepared by Faith (Thank you so
very much to all who donated time and
resources!). After lunch we all gathered
on the field for team-building activities.
Right away our campers worked as a
team, each showing strong leadership
skills.
At 5:00 PM we were assigned our
cabins; three counselors and five campers shared mine. What amazing young
ladies I was able to share the weekend
with! A lot of laughter filled our weekend.
Once unpacked we again met to share a
meal and afterwards we heard from several speakers, did a group Bible study
followed by worship and songs of praise.
That Saturday, as you know, poured
with record rain for Southern California;
thunder and lightning filled our camp! It
ended around 11:30 PM. The campers
had cabin fever since many of our outdoor activities were cancelled (although
they handled our reorganization of the
schedule well). When we had free time
an hour before lunch, many took this time
to walk around the lake—what a breathtaking sight! There is a chapel there
made of glass overlooking a pond with a
mountain view. There is also a rock dedicated to Billy Graham, who had visited
the camp frequently over the past 77
years.
After lunch we hiked (while it was still
pouring) to the zip lines and giant swing.
For the second year in a row, I waited in
line to ride the zip line just to have it tak-

en away. This time the rain was coming
down so hard that the staff had to shut it
down for safety reasons. However, this
didn’t stop my cabin! They went to the
pool instead! Because of where our cabins were, this was a hike of a few miles.
For several hours there was laughter and
many played a basketball game near the
pool. After dinner we shared in Bible
Study and songs of praise. This time the
campers would shout out the songs they
wanted to sing. What a beautiful way to
end the day!
Sunday arrived and the rain had
stopped, though the clouds still looked
fierce. Before we left, we went off with our
campers for some one-on-one time. We
pointed out their amazing qualities and
highlighted Bible verses in their Bibles
that fit our camper. My girl, who was 15
going on 16, was full of thoughtfulness. I
noticed that while others spoke negatively
about themselves, she turned it around to
make it a positive. She had a way of making everyone feel happy and encouraged.
She will go far in life because of that
beautiful quality! I pray daily for these
amazing kids and am thankful for the
changes they have made in my life as
well.
Again, I want to thank all those who
donated money, food and their time to
make the lunches we shared Friday afternoon. In the words of one of the campers,
the lunches were “the bomb,” which I believe means “delicious!”
God’s Blessings, Linda Burgo

July 16, 2015

Meeting on a Thursday evening to make sandwiches and prepare over 60 lunches for the
annual Foster Children Camp send off the next day were (from left): Van Fairfax, Barbara
Danbow, Laura Shatford, Louise Jackson and Stan Shatford (not pictured above are Shawn
and Linda Burgo and Geri Carlson.

The “Lunch Crew”—(back) Laura Shatford, Louise
Jackson, Linda Burgo, Geri Carlson and Stan Shatford;(front) Van Fairfax and Shawn Burgo.

HEALTH NOTE
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org

AUGUST 2015

“Huh? Say what?”

HEARING LOSS
Hearing is one of our five senses, giving us access to
sounds in the world around us: peoples’ voices, the
honk of a car horn, sirens or other alarms sounding safety warnings, music, and much more…

HEARING LOSS is defined as a permanent or temporary, mild or severe condition preventing a person from
receiving and understanding sounds around him or her.
DEAFNESS is a condition that prevents a person from
receiving sound in all or most forms – a hearing impairment so severe that a person cannot process sound information, with or without the aid of amplification (e.g.,
“hearing aids”).
Sound is measured by its loudness (intensity, measured
in decibels or dB) and its frequency (pitch, measured in
units called hertz or Hz). Hearing loss may occur in either
or both of these areas, and may exist in only one ear or in
both ears.
Hearing loss is described as one of four types:
 conductive hearing loss is caused by diseases or obstructions in the outer or middle
ear; usually affect all frequencies of hearing
evenly, and don’t result in severe loss of hearing; a person with conductive hearing loss is
usually able to use a hearing aid with good results, or can be helped medically or surgically.
 sensori-neural hearing loss results from damage to
the delicate sensory hair cells of the inner ear, or the
nerves that supply the inner ear; these losses range
from mild to severe; they often affect one’s ability to hear
certain frequencies more than others, e.g., high vs. low
pitches; even with devices to increase volume, a person
with sensori-neural hearing loss may hear very distorted
sounds, sometimes making the use of a hearing aid
even less successful.
 mixed hearing loss refers to a combination of conductive and sensori-neural loss, and means that a problem occurs in both the outer or middle and the inner ear.
 central hearing loss results from damage to the nerves
or nuclei of the central nervous system, either in the pathways from the ears to the brain or in the brain itself.
HOW COMMON IS HEARING LOSS?
It is estimated that more than 30 million Americans have
hearing difficulty in varying degrees; 30% or more of adults
over 60 years have hearing loss; about 11 ½ million children (age 18 and under) have hearing problems; and, an
estimated 3 in 1,000 infants are born with profound hearing loss.
CAUSES AND CONTRIBUTING FACTORS
Many conditions and diseases may contribute to hearing
loss: in children, it may be either congenital (present at

birth in about 50%)) or acquired (occurring after birth, due
to factors such as infection, medication exposure, head
injuries, etc.)
The most common cause of acquired hearing loss is excessive noise exposure (think rock concerts and headphones!); other factors include ear wax buildup; fluid behind the eardrum, ear infections, infectious diseases
(measles, mumps, meningitis), smoking (smokers are
more likely to have hearing loss than non-smokers), and
head trauma.
COMMON SIGNS OF HEARING LOSS
With age-related hearing loss, you may notice…
 asking people to repeat what they say
 thinking others are always mumbling/not speaking
clearly
 difficulty understanding speech in noisy environments
 turning the volume up on the TV or radio louder
than normal
 ringing in the ears (tinnitus)
 high-pitched sounds are hard to distinguish from
one another (men’s voices will be easier to hear &
understand than higher pitched women’s voices)
In children, look for…
 not responding to his name when his back is turned
 not being startled by loud noises that make other
people jump
 having unclear speech for his/her age, often dropping consonants like “d” or “t” from the end of words
WHAT HELP IS AVAILABLE?
Suspected hearing loss should be evaluated as
soon as possible to rule out potentially reversible
causes (such as ear wax blockage or medication
side effects). It’s also helpful to have baseline hearing tests done, so your doctor can note any changes that occur in the future.
In some cases, there is no known cure for hearing loss:
then, treatment is focused on improving your everyday
function. The following may be helpful…
 hearing aids or cochlear implants
 telephone amplifier or other assistive devices
 sign language (for those with severe hearing loss)




speech reading, e.g., lip reading, captioned films, etc.

favorable seating in group settings
speech, language & auditory training from a specialist

Remember, hearing loss and deafness can cause both
physical (e.g., not hearing a fire alarm) and psychological
(social isolation) problems; untreated hearing loss results
in lower socio-economic status, more difficulty in gaining
work skills that assure financial security – productivity
loss related directly to hearing impairment compares with
asthma, diabetes, and musculoskeletal diseases in terms
of burden of disability. If you have a sudden change in
your hearing, or notice hearing loss associated with other
symptoms such as headache, vision changes or dizziness, contact your health care provider immediately! Early detection is very important to identify effective treatment, and beginning it promptly may delay or prevent further hearing loss.
www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001045.htm
www.howsyourhearing.org
National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication
Disorders (NIDCD)

Jesse Campuzano
Kimberly Dalton
Geri Carlson
Judy Summers
Carter Nord
Debbie Cammarota
Suzanne Shaffer
Joe Pagan
Missy Creacy
Verna Vogt
Bruce Duerfeldt

Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

Jesse Jr. & Lenora Rowan
Tony & Cindy Medeiros
Carl & Dee Moore
Rev. Lowell & Kay Siebrass
Vic & Cindy Noel
Larry & Amy Phipps
Fred & Candy Powell
Forrest & Lourdes Fulk

If we missed any birthdays or
anniversaries, please contact the
church secretary. Thanks!

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

244 Baptized,

5
5
7
8
9
10
10
11
12
13
15

Aug 1
Aug 2
Aug 7
Aug 12
Aug 17
Aug 24
Aug 24
Aug 27

Tammy Smalley
Roberto Olea
Caroline Schroeder
Dolly Hart
Kay Siebrass
Savannah Shelton
Don Hill
Vivian Tito

Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

15
16
17
21
22
23
25
29

Early September Birthdays
Christy Dalton
Sept
Carolyn Donaldson
Sept
Cindy Medeiros
Sept
Norma Kalter
Sept
Cindy Noel
Sept

199 Confirmed

 Pastor Wenz led the
openings for VBS each
evening.
On VBS Sunday (7-11) the
children sang 6 songs at
the 10:30 AM service.
Each day, Prof. Proton
(Emily Wenz) did an experiment for the children
to teach about God and
His love! 

Cadan (left) and Brooklyn (center) help with an experiment. At right, games were led by James and Soenhye Chung.
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Sun

2

31

24

17

10
Elder’s Meeting 5:30
pm

3

Mon

August

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

9
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

16
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

23
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

30
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
FELLOWSHIP BRUNCH

Tue

4

11

18

25

Wed

5
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study
12
10:15 am Food Dist.
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study
19
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study
6pm Women’s Bible St.
6 pm Board of Dir.’s
Melissa on vacation
26
10:15 am Food Dist.
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study

Fri

7
9 am Youth Group
leaves for Camp Out

Thu

6
Bible Study 10 am

14

28

21

13
Bible Study 10 am

20
Bible Study 10 am

27
Bible Study 10 am

1

Sat

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am
9 – Noon Deacon Class
Altar Guild @ 9 am

8

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am
9 – Noon Deacon Class

15

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am
9 – Noon Deacon Class

22

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am
9 – Noon Deacon Class

29

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am
9 – Noon Deacon Class

2015

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join us at Faith each Sunday for:

8:00 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 A.M.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 A.M.

Contemporary Praise Service

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
4785 Jackson Street
Riverside, CA 92503

TIME SENSITIVE
GOD BLESS THOSE WHO DELIVER THIS!

NONPROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
RIVERSIDE, CA
PERMIT NO. 890

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

