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How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:20 A.M.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
When I was in college, I earned
money during the summers getting
people to sign up for credit cards at
swap-meets. I received $1 per application filled out and made good money to pay for my college expenses. I
never really liked selling things
though, even if pitching getting a
credit card wasn’t really selling an
item. When it came to selling, I always knew that the only thing I could
fully stand behind and support was
the Gospel!
Yet when it comes to sales techniques, even Christians can learn a
thing or two from sales. After all,
there is only one way to sell something as pedestrian as a vacuum
cleaner—turn it on and use it! And,
there is only
one way to
evangelize—
turn on your
faith and use it!
The days of
door-to-door
vacuum cleaner
salesmen is
long gone, but
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the method of selling a vacuum is still
the same. Whether
one goes to a department store or
turns on QVC on cable, seeing someone
using a vacuum
cleaner that works well is still the best
pitch. Is it any different for attracting
people to our faith? When it comes to
attaching people to Jesus, we should
look to the Master for the best style of
evangelism!
Jesus used a variety of methods—
sometimes strange, sometimes plain,
sometimes controversial—to bring
wholeness and wellness into people’s
lives. Jesus tailored his healing techniques to the needs
of the person or community, but there
was one unchangeable and unshakable
foundation around
which everything else
revolved: He was
what He said He was.
Continued on next page...
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He turned on His life to God’s Spirit working through
Him.
In the story of Jesus healing a deaf man in Mark
7:31-37, we learn that Jesus doesn’t always do things
that are polite or politically correct. Not that He is
offensive in a way that degrades or dishonors individuals, but Jesus certainly knows how to shock people!
In this text, Mark shows Jesus poking his fingers
into the deaf man’s ears and spitting and touching
his tongue! Most people would recoil in shock if a stranger came up
to them and spit in their mouth!
But Jesus realized that the man’s
only communication was through a
type of sign language. Jesus
showed him exactly what He was
going to do—unplug his ears and
loosen his tongue. But what about
the spittle?
Jesus had taken the man away from the crowds so
He was certainly not interested in repelling those following Him. In private, Jesus showed compassion and
mercy. While we live in a world where people understand that germs and diseases are contracted through
spittle, in ancient cultures this was not the case.
Germs were not discovered until the 1700s when the
first microscopes revealed the tiny world of microbes
around us.
Instead, cultural beliefs such as still persist in Korea, were more likely conveyed by Jesus’ spit and
touch. When I studied in seminary in 1991 in Korea I
learned that despite modern understanding of germs,
family-style meals were the norm. People would help
themselves from the communal dishes with their own
chop-sticks. I once asked what about if someone
were sick? I was told that there was a belief that
healthy family members’ strength would be conveyed
to those who were sick to strengthen them, so it was
no problem. Even in the face of what we know, people today hold onto a belief that was probably similar
to other ancient cultures.

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
Sept. 21th @ 5:30 PM

So what Jesus did for the deaf man was to show
him that Jesus’ own health—both physical and spiritual—could be given to the man in his need. Jesus
was ready to show compassion, care and love to
help the man. This is the key to real evangelism as
well. Authentic care and love go a long way in
bringing people to Christ.
We ourselves need what Jesus has to offer. We
cannot bring people to faith on our own, but need
to love and forgiveness of Christ to
heal our lives in order to heal others.
In a sense, evangelism is like inviting
people who have a disease (sin) to
come to the hospital (church) for the
cure (Gospel of forgiveness!).
The basic question posed by Mark’s
text is this: What are you doing to
embody the healing grace of God to
this fallen and falling world? Are you
making a difference for God in the community
where you reside, in the office where you work, in
the family where you live, etc.? How best do disciples of Jesus lift up Christ to the world?
Unless we ourselves are “turned on” to the
transforming power of the Spirit, we can’t be good
instruments for redemption and reconciliation. Are
you ready to portray the essence of evangelism in
as pointed and as graphic a fashion as Jesus’ “spit
method?” We may not have to literally spit upon
people (I can’t help think of the scene in “My Big
Fat Greek Wedding” during the procession down
the aisle for the wedding where the Greek family
spits upon the bride as a sign of good luck and
blessing—talk about a counter-cultural custom!).
The essence of evangelism is this: a life that is
“turned on” to the power of the Gospel, a life that
is so “turned over” to the Word that the Word becomes flesh in us. Anything less than this becomes
fake and phony.
Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz
NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
Sept. 16th @ 6 PM

August 28-29, 2015

Camping out at the Applewhite campground near Lytle
Creek!

 At left, crossing
Lytle Creek on a hike
(from left to right) are:
Jerry Kuffner, Kiana
Campuzano and Emily
Wenz.
Leading the group in
worship in the evening
on guitar and ukulele
were Emily and Kiana.
Because of the extreme
fire danger in the National Forests, all fires,
even campfires in the
campground’s fire pits,
were prohibited, so the
group had to sing by
flashlight!


August 22, 2015

On a Saturday evening, Aug. 22nd, Faith hosted an end-of-thesummer ice cream social and movie night. Grabbing a good seat,
movie-goers set up their chairs early before it got dark. The popcorn machine was plugged in and the projector shining on a
sheet hanging from the sanctuary were only waiting for twilight.
In all 32 people attended the Christian movie event.

Faith’s Youth Group helped serve ice cream before the movies
started. At left are: Thomas Galusha, Kiana Campuzano and Victoria Wenz (with Marluce Johnson walking in back). At right in
line are (from front) two friends of the Galusha’s, Sophie McAdams, Judy Summers, Matthew Mason and Teonie Galusha.

Fall Sermon Series

“Life Lessons from Jesus”
Bring a Friend!





Sept. 27 — Compassion—Helping Your Neighbor
Oct. 4 — Stewardship—Wisely Using Your Gifts
Oct. 11 — Bible Study—Receiving God’s Word
Oct. 18 — Sacrifice—Living for Him Who Died!

 Sept. 26, 4:00 – 8:00 PM —

Chili Cook Off and Concert!
Fun for the whole family!
 Oct. 24, 9 AM - 1 PM —

LWML Fall Rally. Seasons
of Life presentation for ladies.
 Oct. 24, 5-8 PM — Fall Har-

vest Festival for all ages.
Trunk-or-treating after dark!
 Nov. 22, 4-6 PM — Commu-

nity Thanksgiving Dinner.
 Dec. 19, 2-4 PM — Kids'

"Make-Your-Own-Gift"
Workshop! Children choose
from different gifts they can
make themselves for their parents or others as they learn
about the Greatest Gift of all!

HEALTH NOTE
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org

SEPTEMBER IS….

EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS
MONTH
During the month of September, we are encouraged to educate and prepare ourselves and our families to respond during and after emergencies. These may involve natural disasters (earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, tsunamis, tornadoes,
volcanoes, wildfires, etc.), bioterrorism (“germ warfare”),
chemical attacks, or mass casualties. Experts focus on four
points: be informed, have a plan, make (or buy) a kit, get involved….Let’s begin with…

#1 BE INFORMED!... Learn what
measures to take before, during and
after an emergency
Emergency preparedness isn’t only for
folks in parts of our world where earthquakes, tornadoes or floods are known to
occur. Most communities experience several types of hazards. Knowing what to do
before, during and after an emergency is
a critical part of being prepared, and may make the difference when seconds count!
These basic protective actions are similar for many different hazards:
preparing for your physical safety, whether you are
required to evacuate an area or “shelter-in-place”
developing a family communication plan (how to contact one another, where to meet, etc.)

“Lo, I am with you always…”
Matt. 28: 20

having an emergency supply kit (home, car, office…)
disaster recovery involves physical safety as well as
emotional recovery from a traumatic event
learning how to receive emergency alerts and warnings
from reliable sources
It’s important to understand what emergencies are likely in
your area and the ways in which you can get information
about potential threats, including text alerts, emergency
sirens, NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) Weather Radio, news broadcasts, the Emergency Alert System on radio and television, or other methods
offered by local and state public safety agencies.
For instance, a WATCH gives advance notice of dangerous weather. A WARNING requires immediate action and
is only used when severe weather is about to strike.
Familiarize yourself with available services, but don’t expect assistance immediately following a disaster! …. do
you remember Hurricane Katrina, and how long it took for

first responders to reach those impacted by the floods
that followed? Websites such as www.redcross.org/
prepare, www.ready.gov, www.fema.gov, and
www.bt.cdc.gov/cdc offer information, lists of materials to
include in an emergency kit, etc. You may call 1 – 800 –
BE – READY (1 – 800 – 237 – 3239) to request a free
brochure. Also, contact your local police and fire department and city/county/state emergency management offices for information specific to your location.
Training from agencies that respond to emergencies will
help you hone your disaster-response skills: even though
some rules apply to any type of disaster, there are significant differences in potential terrorist attacks, such as biological, chemical, explosive, nuclear, as well as natural
disasters which vary in different parts of the country. Be
prepared to adapt the information you receive to your circumstances, and make every effort to follow the instructions received from authorities when they reach the scene…. YOU may be the first person “on scene”, or you
may have to accept responsibility for caring for yourself
and others until professional responders
can reach you… Just remember, the number of emergency responders in your area
must be divided by the number of people
who are potential victims, and we can’t
ALL be the first one to receive aid! If power lines are down, roads are flooded or
otherwise destroyed, the people we’d like
to depend on to rescue us may not be
able to reach us for days… or weeks….
Speaking of rescuers, those who respond to accidents and disasters in which a seriously injured or unconscious person carries no information may
waste precious life-saving moments if they don’t know the
patient’s medical history or allergies. A medical band or
ICE (“ in case of emergency” ) card in your billfold is a
simple way to be prepared for the unexpected!
Have a cell phone? (these days, most of us do…)
Turn your cell phone into a source of information for para-

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
NAME_______________________ DOB_____________ ________
PRIMARY
DR.__________________________ PHONE___________________
CONTACT
# 1 __________________________ PHONE___________________
CONTACT
# 2___________________________PHONE___________________

medics or other emergency personnel responding to accidents, crimes or disasters: enter ICE in your cell phone
contact list, and show the names and phone numbers of
persons who should be called if something has happened
to you. First responders to an emergency will see that
you are participating by a visible “ICE” sticker on your
phone – you can create one using an office supply sticker
or label.
No cell phone? … create an EMERGENCY CONTACT
CARD using the example below: carry this with you
at all times!
Upcoming issues of “HealthNotes” will address having a
plan, making an emergency kit, and getting involved in
disaster preparedness for your church, school or community!

Christy Dalton
Carolyn Donaldson
Cindy Medeiros
Norma Kalter
Cindy Noel
Evelyn Salgado
Bill Summers
Beth Mauro

Juan Olea

Sept. 4
Sept. 4
Sept. 5
Sept. 6
Sept. 6
Sept. 15
Sept. 15
Sept. 20

Sept. 20
Sharon “Buttons” Garcia Sept. 28

EARLY OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Dora Perry
Oct. 3
Eric Skog
Oct. 4
Joan Sonnenberg
Oct. 6

Joe & Teonie Galusha
9-14
Brian & Natalie Shelton 9-21

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 2

If we missed any birthdays or
anniversaries, please contact the
church secretary. Thanks!

Patricia Lambert by reaffirmation of faith (to be welcomed on
New Member Sunday in Oct.); Jordyn Rowen Hanley by baptism on Aug. 15, 2015.

LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

246 Baptized,

200 Confirmed

August 30, 2015
On one of the hottest
days of the year,
Faith gathered inside
for
the
end-ofsummer Fellowship
Brunch between services on Aug. 30th.
At right (clockwise
from left) are: Suzanne Shaffer, Carolyn
Donaldson,
Sterry , Anna Wahlstrom, Andy Shaffer,
Joe Pagan and John
McCue.
Great food and fel-

Visiting on vacation on Aug. 30th was son of the
congregation, Rev. Tim Yearyean, pastor of
Grace Lutheran in Hibbings, Minnesota. Pastor
Tim helped polish off the rest of the food after
catching up with many old friends.

lowship was enjoyed
at the brunch. Lined
up to eat at left (from
left) are: Susie Fairfax, Denise Wells,
Suzanne
Johnson,
Tyler Salas, Teonie
Galusha, John German, Jason Mason,
Judy Summers, Veryl
German, Van Fairfax
& Mekenna Salas.

28

21
Elder’s Meeting 5:30
pm

14

7

Mon

September
Sun

6
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

13
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

20
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

27
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

1

Tue

Wed

Secretary on Vacation

6 pm Women’s Bible
Study
9
Food Distribution
10:15 am
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm
16
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study & Board Meeting

2
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

8

15

22

29

23
10:15 am Food
Distribution
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study
30
11 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study

Thu
3
Bible Study 10 am

10
Bible Study 10 am

17
Bible Study 10 am

24
Bible Study 10 am

4

5

Sat

26

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

19

9 am Altar Guild

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

12

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

Fri

11

18

25

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

4-8 pm Chili Cook
Off!

2015

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join us at Faith each Sunday for:

8:00 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 A.M.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 A.M.

Contemporary Praise Service
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