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How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:20 A.M.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
printed
What is the true
commerChristmas message?
cially. It
With excessive comwas demercialization and
signed in
sentimentalization
1843 by
obscuring its essence,
the artist
not even the church
J.C. Horsley. It measured
is always clear about
about the size of a postcard.
the content of God’s
The
first
printed
Christmas
Card
from
1843.
From this design, one thoufirst Christmas card.
sand cards were lithographed and handWhat should we as the Church put on our
colored three years later for Sir Henry Cole,
Christmas greetings?
first director of the South Kensington MuseSending Christmas cards is a beautiful
um, London.
tradition for many. For me, though, it is
The first Christmas card shows a Victoria race to see if I can fit it into an already
an
family
celebrating the gentle spirit of
overloaded schedule of preparing Advent
the season around a table. They are making
and Christmas worship services and sera toast to the health and happiness of their
mons. Sometimes they end up being
family, friends and nation. Flanking the sce“New Year Cards.” However, the sentine of Christmas cheer and celebration is the
ment in such an endeavor should not just
carrying out of the biblical concern for
be to send out a yearly Christmas letter
“Clothing the Naked” and “Feeding the
on how great one’s past year has been.
Hungry.” A lettered greetIsn’t it really about
ing was printed undersharing the Gospel in
neath the picture.
all its wonder and in
At the time, the first
all its scandal? Yes,
Christmas card did not set
the Gospel is also a
too well with most church
scandal—to the
folk—in fact, it was scanworld’s sensibilities!
dalous! It contained too
This can be seen
much revelry. And the rein the very first
Christmas card ever
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What was God’s first Christmas Card like?
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born, an exhausted mother and a nervminder of goodwill to the poor was too
ous father—the glory of God shone all
graphic and hard-hitting—not what people
around!
like to think about.
Third, is it excessive? Have you ever
But to grasp the first Christmas card is
thought about how amazing the Christto allow it to be said of us, as it was said
mas story really is? Because of this,
of the converted Scrooge at the close of
many theologians have concluded that
Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol, “that
only God could have dreamed the Christhe knew how to keep Christmas well, if
mas story! An awesome love of Joseph
any man alive possessed the knowledge.”
for Mary overcoming fear of betrayal; an
Christmas cheer is not a bubbly, silly
awesome love of Mary for God overcomemotion. In Luke 3:7-18 we see that John
ing fear of becoming an outcast; an awethe Baptist’s message was hardly music to
some love of shepherds for a child overthe ears of the people at that time either.
coming social barriers; an awesome love
John’s denouncement of the crowd as a
of God for each one of us because in
“brood of vipers” is not a customary
Christ, God overcame sin and death! At
Christmas greeting. Yet its very harshness
the end of Paul’s letter to the Philippiforces us to re-examine the nature of
ans in chapter 4 verse 4, Paul acknowl“advent.” It is grounded in the “good
edges this remarkable love and calls us
news” of Christ’s coming, “good news”
to respond with equal excessiveness:
that was characterized by five ingredients
that set it apart from all other good news The grotto in the Church of the Nativity in “Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will
Bethlehem where Jesus was born..
say rejoice!”
before that date and all the good news
Fourth, does it promote love? After John
that comes and will come afterwards.
the Baptist denounces the crowd of onlookers at the
What are these five identifying marks of a true Christmas
Jordan as “vipers” he proceeds to give them counsel. He
“greeting?”
encourages them to “bear fruits worthy of repentFirst, is it new? In a little town, just down the hill
ance” (Luke 3:8). He gives them specific examples of
from Jerusalem, the Word became flesh (John 1:1). God
actions they must take and attitudes they must cultivate
exchanged vows with humanity, for better, for worse; for
in order to promote the new age introduced by the Mesricher, for poorer (Eph. 5:31-32). It was a radical, neversiah. These acts and attitudes are love made tangible.
before imagined step God took—to come among us, beEssentially Christmas is a love story. Martin Luther liked
coming fully present in human life. A true Christmas
to remind his listeners that when God speaks to humanigreeting, therefore, never sounds trite or repetitive. Its
ty, God always speaks in baby talk. God does this, Lucentral message is so startlingly fresh that while it may
ther says, because God is love, and God bends to our
become a staple, it can never become stale.
infirmities.
Second, is it scandalous? The true Christmas message
Fifth, does it bring joy? Have you ever wondered
should offend people’s expectations. The proud and rich
what the shepherds talked about
were not invited to Jesus’ first
as they journeyed back to their
birthday party—only those who
sheep after visiting Bethlehem?
wouldn’t mind stooping to enter
Doesn’t it seem more likely that
the cave where Christ was born.
the shepherds were so full of joy
Christmas is not a glitzy departat what they had witnessed that
ment store event or a nostalgic
they went home singing and
“feel-good” sentimentalization of
praising God and talking nonstop
our own childhoods. Its scandal
to one another about their imlies that in the dirty straw of a
pressions? This same spirit of joy
dingy cave—with a squalling newThough decorated now, the spot believed to be the place of
Christ’s birth was just a manger once.

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
Dec. 8th @ 5:30 PM
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NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
Dec. 17th @ 5 PM

should dominate our returns from visiting the Christ child and should permeate all Christmas greetings. Romans
5:11 reads, “We also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The last
night Christ spent with His apostles He
said: “I shall see you again, and your
hearts will be full of joy, and that joy
no one shall take from you.” Or, as Paul
wrote to the church at Colossae, “Nor
let any one cheat you of your joy in
Christ” (Phillips translation).
Taking these five qualities to heart
might produce some rather unexpected
Christmas greeting cards. In an essay on
the “hard” gospel, Methodist minister
William H. Willimon once suggested
that John the Baptist should make his
way out of scripture and onto Christmas
cards as a way of shaking us out of what
people think Christmas should be. Imagine putting John the Baptist on a Christmas Card and saying:

“Our thoughts for you at this
special time of year are best expressed by the one who said ‘You
brood of vipers! Who told you to
flee from the wrath to come.’
‘Merry Christmas.’” (Willimon, In
Trust, “Preaching of the Hard Gospel”).

Perhaps another Christmas card
in this same line could feature Mary
as a lovely gentle teenager perhaps
framed in a window looking out onto
rolling hills with a bright star shining
in the evening sky with the inscription:
“Our holiday wishes for you
were best expressed by one who
said: ‘He has scattered the
proud...He has brought down the
powerful and lifted up the lowly. He
has filled the hungry with good
things. And sent the rich away empty.’ Merry Christmas.”
Horsley’s first Christmas card,
while rather more understated than

these two suggestions, actually got it
right with its various scenes and panels. Christmas is more than a party
day, more than a family gathering. It
is recognizing the arrival of God in
our midst—for our sake and for our
salvation. Yet salvation is more than
the forgiveness of sin. Salvation
brings with it a tremendous sense of
wellness and joy and a desire to live
out the fullness of life that Jesus
promised in John 10:10b, when He
said, “I came that they may have life
and have it abundantly” [ESV]. God’s
Christmas card to the world and to
each of you this year and always is
to “Wish you an abundant, joyfilled, sins-forgiven, lives-renewed,
praise-inducing Christmas!” Amen!
Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Paul Wenz

November 9, 2014

Pictured from left are Jesse Campuzano, Marluce Johnson, Haley
and Kiana Campuzano outside
the Long Beach Convention Center.

Some of Faith’s youth attended the
annual Winter Jam Christian Concert on
Saturday, November 9th at the Long
Beach Convention Center. This year there
were no tickets. You only had to pay $10
per person at the door. However, there
were over 16,000 people who showed up
for the event while there are only 13,500
seats in the convention center!
The line wound around a park and
past 2-3 city blocks! We got there a couple of hours early but weren’t sure if we’d
get in. But just after 6:30 pm when the
concert started, we got in the door. By
then there were almost no seats left so we
stood the whole 3 hours for the concert.
Some great Christian bands and singers were performing like Jeremy Camp,
Colton Dixon and Francesca Battistelli.
For the price it was well worth hearing
the Gospel sung in praise with so many
others worshipping God and our Savior,
Jesus Christ.

Christian concerts have become just as spectacular as
any other venue with their special effects.

However, the message of the Gospel is still the primary
feature for all the singers!

November 23, 2014
Faith’s annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner was
our annual thanksgiving meal provides an opportunity for our
held on Sunday, November 23rd at 4 PM. We had 180 sign
church members to meet and talk with those we serve on a
up (many from our Social Ministries’ food distributions)
regular basis and to get to know them. It’s important we don’t
with a final count close to 200 people, including members
just give things to the poor but give of our time and ourselves.
of the Indonesian church whose worship service ended
Kathy and her helpers always prepare extra food so the
about 4:30 PM and came over to join us from the sanctuary.
homeless can also take a “meal to go.” Dozens of boxed
This year, chairman of the Fellowship Committee,
meals were taken for those who couldn’t attend or for those
Kathy Cross, has been dealing with health issues and had to
who would be blessed by knowing where their next meal was
depend even more on all the helpers. We are thankful for all
coming from.
those who cooked the dozen or so turkeys, mashed potaOne of our members across the street who because of her
toes, stuffing, and veggies; served the dinners to so many
health doesn’t make it to church regularly, saw on Facebook
and helped clean up so quickly afterwards. Kathy The bigthat we were having the Thanksgiving dinner at church and
gest Fellowship event of the year at Faith could never work
posted her disappointment at missing it. I reposted that it was
without the help of so many!
actually still happening and that we would send a boxed dinMany of our homeless came early to enjoy one of the
ner over to her! Suzanne Antim volunteered to take the meal
best meals of the year. Jesus said that the poor will always
over and to visit. Isn’t that what Christianity is about—
be with us (Matthew 26:11), so it is our job provide for
sharing the love of Christ by feeding and visiting those in
people’s physical needs as well as their spiritual ones. Also,
need!

Digging into dinner, members of the Indonesian Lutheran Church (at
left) share a time of food and fellowship with Faith members Louis and
Debbie Cammarota at right.

Faith member, Johnny Taggart (top center) shares fellowship time
with those from our social ministries community around the table.

Serving both our members and the homeless community, Karen Rice (at right)
serves us a great meal. Karen talks with Diana Klaub (across from her), followed
in line by Carolyn and Don Donaldson.

Though the waiting to eat seemed long as the dinner line stretched to the back of
the fellowship hall, the time of talking and laughing is also part of the experience of
God’s love as we practice putting others first.

HEALTH NOTES
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org

DECEMBER 2014

The ABCDEs of

SKIN CANCERS
Skin cancer is the most common form of cancer in the
USA – more than 3.5 million skin cancers are diagnosed in
over 2 million people annually. Learn to recognize – better
yet, to prevent – this increasingly common condition…

WHAT IS IT? WHAT CAUSES IT?
Skin cancer is the abnormal growth of skin cells, most often
developing after exposure to UV rays from sunlight or tanning beds, but it can also occur on areas of your skin not ordinarily exposed to sunlight. Skin cancers develop when errors
(mutations) occur in the DNA of skin cells,
causing the cells to multiply rapidly, creating a
mass – or tumor – of abnormal cells. Some cancers are more likely than others to spread to
other tissues (lymph nodes, nerves, or organs) –
when that happens, we say the cancer has metastasized (spread beyond its original location).
SYMPTOMS….
Skin cancers occur primarily in areas of sun exposure – the
scalp, face, lips, ears, neck, chest, arms, hands and legs. However, it can also form on areas that rarely see sunlight – the
palms of hands, soles of feet, beneath fingernails or toenails,
between fingers and toes, even in the genital area. (Skin cancer can affect people of all skin tones, including those with
dark complexions.) The most common skin cancers have the
following appearances:
▪ Basal cell carcinoma usually occurs in sun-exposed
areas such as face or neck, and may appear as a pearly
or waxy “bump” or a flat, flesh colored or brown scar-like
lesion.
▪ Squamous cell carcinoma is often found on face, ears
or hands (people with darker skin are more likely to
develop them on areas that aren’t sun-exposed, such as
legs or feet); these cancers may appear as a firm red
nodule or a flat lesion with a scaly, crusted surface.
▪ Melanoma can develop anywhere, in normal skin or in
an existing mole that becomes cancerous; it affects
people of any skin color, and may appear as a large
brownish spot with darker speckles; a mole that changes
in color, size, texture or that bleeds; a small lesion with
an irregular border and parts that appear red, white, blue
or blue-black.
Less common skin cancers include Kaposi’s sarcoma, a rare
skin cancer that develops in the skin’s blood vessels and
causes red or purple patches on skin or mucous membranes,
mainly occurs in people with weakened immune systems

such as those with organ transplants or AIDS; Merkel cell
carcinoma, a r ar e but often lethal skin cancer causing
firm, shiny nodules on or just beneath the skin or in hair follicles; and, sebaceous gland carcinoma, an uncommon, aggressive cancer that begins in the oil glands of the skin, appearing as hard, painless nodules, often on eyelids.
RISK FACTORS….
Factors that may increase risk of skin cancer include:
▪ “fair skin”: blond or red hair, light-colored eyes, freckle
or sunburn easily
▪ history of sunburns: one or more blistering sunburns,
especially as a child or teenager
▪ excessive sun exposure: especially if the skin isn’t
protected by sunscreen or clothing
▪ sunny or high-altitude climates (mor e dir ect sun r ays)
▪ moles: skin with many moles or abnormal (irregular,
large) moles is more likely to become cancerous
▪ family history of skin cancer in parents, siblings
▪ weak immune system: HIV/AIDS, leukemia, persons
taking immunosuppressive drugs after organ transplant
▪ exposure to radiation: persons who received radiation
treatment for skin conditions such as eczema or acne
▪ exposure to certain substances (e.g., arsenic)
PREVENTION….
▪ avoid the sun between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. when the
sun’s rays are most direct
▪ wear sunscreen daily, all year ‘round
▪ wear protective clothing of dark, tightly woven fabric,
a wide-brimmed hat and UVA/UVB-blocking sunglasses
▪ avoid tanning beds
▪ read medication labels or ask your pharmacist if your
meds make your skin more sensitive to sunlight
▪ check your skin regularly and report changes to a doctor:
recognizing the “ABCDEs” of skin lesions means earlier
diagnosis and treatment before it becomes cancer or
spreads…
Asymmetry: one half doesn’t match the other half
Border: irregular, “ragged”, notched or blurred
Color: various shades of tan, brown, black, red, blue…
Diameter: mole or “spot” is more than ¼ inch (6 mm)
Evolution: change in size, shape, color, symptoms, etc.

For more information, see your doctor or go to…
www.webmd.com/melanoma-skin-cancer
www.mayoclinic.com/health/skin-cancer
www.skincancer.org/skin-cancer-information

Kevin & Pam Guy

12-8

Rick & Lanette Bodiford

12-26

Stephanie Michaud
Kim Carpenter
Darla Izzo
Johnny Taggart
Willie Winters
Dotty Smalley
Trinity Smalley
Susan Renno
David Tito
Lenora Rowan
Laynette Bodiford
Adam Dalton
Larry Phipps
Alexis Lopez

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 1
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

12-03
12-04
12-06
12-07
12-07
12-09
12-11
12-12
12-17
12-19
12-19
12-20
12-20
12-21

Early JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Karen Byer
1-6
Pam Guy
1-6
Marilyn Lukkowen
1-6
Pastor Paul Wenz
1-6
If we missed any birthdays or
anniversaries, please contact the
church secretary. Thanks!

Arlene Milton, who passed away Nov. 23, 2014
245 Baptized,
201 Confirmed

New Deacon/Elders’
Class
Starting in January 2015
On

Join us for Wednesday
Advent Worship
At 1:00 or 7:00 P.M. for

Lutheran
Worship

“Comfort and
Joy!”

Starts Sat., Jan. 18, 2015.
See Pastor Wenz
for details

Early Communion Class for all
students 5th grade and up
Pastor Wenz will be starting an Early Communion class to prepare 5th graders or other students in 5th
to 8th grade who have not yet taken this class, to receive Holy Communion. We will start on Jan. 18,
2015 and the next three Sundays after church at 2:00 pm. We will study the roots of the Lord’s Supper in the Passover, what the words of institution mean, and how to properly prepare for receiving
Holy Communion. To sign up please contact Pastor Wenz or the church office. A work book will be
provided.

New Members’ Class
Starts Sunday, January 18th at 1:15 pm
This class is open to all:





Who want to learn what Faith believes and teaches
Who want to become members of Faith
Who want to renew their faith walk
Who want to study the basic teachings of Christianity

If Interested, please contact Pastor Paul
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Tue

Wed

4
Bible Study 10 am

Thu

1

Mon
3
10:15 am Food Distr.
11 am W.F.Bible study
1 & 7 PM Advent
Services
6 pm Soup Supper

Candlelight Service
11 pm
OFFICE CLOSED
31

17
10:15 am Food Distr.
11 am W.F.Bible study
1 & 7 PM Advent
Services
5 pm BOD meeting
6 pm Soup Supper
24
Children’s Christmas
Service 4 pm

1 & 7 PM Advent
Services
6 pm Soup Supper

9

December
Sun

7

23

16

11
Bible Study 10 am

Women’s Bible Study
6 pm
30
Pastor Wenz Vacation

OFFICE CLOSED

25
Christmas Day
Service 10 am

18
Bible Study 10 am

10
11am W.F.Bible study

15

Women’s Bible Study
6 pm
8
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

14
Elder’s Meeting 5:30
pm
Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

29

21

28

Women’s Bible Study
6 pm

22
Food Distribution
10:15 am

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

5

6

Sat

27

Men’s Breakfast Bible
Study @ 7:30am

20

Men’s Breakfast Bible
Study @ 7:30am

9am Altar Guild
11 am LWML
Christmas Luncheon
@ Flo’s
13

Men’s Breakfast Bible
Study @ 7:30am

Fri

12

19

26

Men’s Breakfast Bible
Study @ 7:30am

2014

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.

December 2014

Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays:

8:00 A.M.

9:20 A.M.

10:30 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service
Join us
Christmas Eve
@ 4 & 11 PM

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.
Contemporary Praise Service

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
4785 Jackson Street
Riverside, CA 92503
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