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How does God

“Bring His
Children home?”
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!
Invite
a family member,
neighbor,
Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend
to join YOU on
Sunday
in attending.
Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary
Sunday School
available Pre-K to
High School
at 9:20 A.M.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at 9:20 A.M.
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FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK…
Pastor Paul Wenz
Since March of this year,
Faith has been going through
The Story, a 31-week chronological reading of the narratives of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. This month
we finish The Story, but we
will never really be finished
with what the Bible has to
say to our lives. I have read
The Temple Mount in Jerusalem.
through Scripture many times myself and I
Last month I recounted the first half of
am still finding new insights as the Holy
our trip through the Holy Land up to our arriSpirit gives me the eyes to see Jesus’ work
val in Jerusalem. Most tours start with the
of salvation done for all God’s children.
capital city of Israel, but we saved the best
And as we enter into the season of Thanksfor last. Since Jerusalem sits at an elevation
giving again, I thank God that He has given
of about 2,500 feet above sea level, while the
me even greater understanding of the Bible
Jordan River Valley and the Dead Sea are a
through the Israel trip Kedma and I led
mile below sea level, driving to David’s City is
Sept. 8-20, 2014. Sharing the treasures of
always “going up to Mountain of the
that trip with the people of Faith is one
Lord” (Isaiah 2:3 Micah 4:2). Jewish and Chrisway that I can say thank you for all your
tian visitors have proclaimed their love for
prayers and support while we traveled in
this Holy City for millennium as they recalled
the footsteps of Jesus!
the words of earlier pilgrims who proclaimed,
“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us
go to the house of the Lord.’ Our feet are
standing in your gates, Jerusalem” (Psalm
122:1-2).
We started on the Mount of Olives, which
is on the east side of the Kidron Valley overlooking the Temple Mount, atop which is the
Dome of the Rock. From there you can see the
whole of the Old City with its ancient walls.
The Temple as Jesus knew it was destroyed by
the Romans in A.D. 70 and eventually capThe Russian Orthodox Church of Mary Magdalene
on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem.
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walls to the Lion’s gate. The antured by the Muslims in the 7th
cient walls are not those that JeCentury A.D. In 691 they finished
sus knew but were built up in
the Dome of the Rock over the
1538 by the Muslim, Ottoman Emsame rock upon which Abraham
pire Sultan, Suleiman. It is still
almost sacrificed his son when God
very impressive to walk through
tested his faith (Gen. 22) and
the gates into the past. Our first
where the Temple’s Holy of Holies
stop inside the Old City was at the
was. This spot is one of the most
Pool of Bethesda (See John 5)
important places on earth for the
next to the Church of St. Anne.
Jewish people, which is why they
There was no evidence outside of
still gather at the Western Wall of
Pastor Wenz (far right) with the tour group on the Mt. of Olives
John’s Gospel for the existence of
the Temple Mount. That Wall (also
this pool until it was discovered in the 19th century. It consometimes called the Wailing Wall) is the closest to where
tains no water now but you can see that it was very deep.
the Holy of Holies had been and best exposed part of what’s
It originally was fed by a spring underneath the city. Jesus’
left of the Second Temple which was Herod the Great’s rehealing of the man by the pool continues to show that the
pairs (1st Century B.C.) of Solomon’s Temple (first built in
true spring of Living Water can be found nowhere else but
960 B.C.).
in Christ!
We walked
The Church of St. Anne is dedicated to the mother of
down the Mount
the Virgin Mary. It is the oldest Christian church in Jerusaof Olives along
lem, built by the Crusaders in the 12th Century. Most of the
ancient streets
churches from that era were destroyed by the Muslims durpast many beautiing the Ottoman Empire in the 1500s. However this one
ful churches. On
was turned into a mosque at the time and survived. Today
the Mount of Olit is used by the Catholic Church.
ives is the Garden
Our next stop was
of Gethsemane.
The Church of All Nations
around
the southern
We discovered
steps of the Temple.
that the name for this Garden actually means the “Grove of
This area, called the
the Olive Pressing,” which incorporated the whole hillside
Hulda Steps, was only
at the time of Jesus since it was where olive oil was manuexcavated in the past
factured for food, but more im25 years. It is now an
portantly for oil lamps. There was no
archeological park
other means of light at night, so olive
The Southern Steps of the Temple Mount
with a museum. The
oil lamps were plentiful at that time
most impressive part of this area though is that of all the
(see photo at right of some that were
places you might visit in Jerusalem, it is most probable
dug up around the Temple Mount by
that Jesus’ own feet stepped on the very stones we walked
archaeologists in the past 20 years).
upon! That is because this was the main walk way up to the
We went to one particular “Garden” of olive trees on
Temple at the time of Jesus. All the Jewish people coming
the Mount of Olives which was inside the compound of the
to the Temple for worship walked up these steps through
Church of All Nations at the foot of the hill just in front of
the gate (which was filled in by the Ottoman Turks). It was
the Eastern wall of the Temple. This church, also known as
a thrill to think about being where Jesus had been as he
the Basilica of the Agony, is a Roman Catholic church built
walked through Jerusalem 2000 years ago.
in 1924. It enshrines a section of bedrock where Jesus is
Around the corner of these steps is the Western Wall.
said to have prayed before his arrest (Mark 14:32-42). The
As we went up to the modern plaza in front of this area,
church was also the site of two other churches: the 12th
hundreds of Jewish men, women and school children were
century Crusader chapel abandoned in 1345, and a 4ththere praying. It is amazing how many people come here to
century Byzantine basilica destroyed by an earthquake in
place prayers on pieces of paper in the cracks of the wall.
746. You can still see the ancient remains of these foundaOnly the bottom stones remain from the time of Herod’s
tions inside the church today!
Temple in the 1st Century B.C. The rest of the wall was
The next morning, our bus let us out on the busy street
repaired by other rulers over the centuries. Since this area
at the base of the Temple again and we walked around the
Continued on next page...

NEXT ELDER’S MEETING ON:
Nov. 10th @ 5:30 PM

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:
Nov. 19th @ 6 PM

Mini-Series #5
Jesus Brings Us Into
is under Jewish control, one is expected
the Story
to where a yarmulke (skull cap) to approach the Wall, which are provided in a
cart nearby. I wrote a prayer myself and
went to place it in a crack and noticed
some men cleaning out papers from a section of the wall. A man standing nearby
told me that if I wanted my prayer to remain until next Rosh Hashanah—The Jewish New Year which was the following
week in the beginning of October, I
Join The Story at Faith this Year!
should put it on the right side of the
The Story is a 31 week chronological reading through the narratives of Scripture. Join us
workers since they had already cleaned
each week at Faith to learn about God’s plan of salvation leading up to and fulfilled in
that area. He also told me they took the
Christ our Savior! You can follow along with weekly readings in The Story book or read
from your own Bible following the schedule below. Then dig deeper each week by joinold prayers, burned them and scattered
ing one of Faith’s “The Story” studies or get a workbook and study on your own.
the ashes on the Mount of Olives.
This was already such a memorable
The Story Reading Schedule
experience, but we were heading to Bethlehem next for lunch. Bethlehem is only a
Mini-Series #6 “God Builds the Church”
couple of miles to the east of Jerusalem,
Week
Book Chapter & Topic
Bible Chapters to Read
however it is located in what is called the Oct. 26
28—New Beginnings
Acts 1-10, 12
Nov. 2
29—Paul’s Mission
Acts 13-14; 16-18; 1 Thess. 1-5; Acts 18-19;
West Bank, which is under the control of
1 Cor 1, 3, 5-6, 10, 12-13, 15-16; Gal. 1, 3, 5;
the Palestinian Authority. It is like a
Rom 1, 3-4:8; 5:1-11; 8, 12, 15
country within a country. We had to pass
Nov. 9
30—Paul’s Final Days
Acts 20-23, 27-28; Eph. 1-4:6; 5:21-6:24; 2 Tim 1-4
through a 20 foot wall with gates and solNov. 16
31—The End of Time
Revelation 1-5, 19-22
diers. On the other side, I noticed that all
your hand through the hole and touch
the signs were only in Arabic and English
Church of the Holy Sepulchre was outthe very floor where Jesus’ manger
side the city and is still the most likely
(no Hebrew). It was also much more povstood.
erty stricken. In Bethlehem there is still a
site of Jesus’ tomb.
Moving through Jesus’ life chronoThe other tomb site was only
small minority of Christian Palestinians.
logically,
we
went
the
next
day
to
the
They help show tourists around at the
“discovered” in the 19th Century by a
place of Jesus’ death and resurrecBritish military officer named Sergeant
Church of the Nativity and other holy
tion. The Church of the Holy Sepulplaces associated with Jesus’ (and DaGordon. This site is still looks like a
chre is another place where a Byzanvid’s) birth place.
Garden today and has a tomb cut into
tine church had been built by Conthe rock hillside with a small opening
Going inside the Church if the Nativistantine’s
mother,
ty was another exand even a rock that could have covHelena, in the 4th
ered the doorway.
ample of going back
Century about 325.
in time. The church,
It is a beautiful
The site is veneratsite for no other
which is over 1000
ed as Calvary
years old, was unreason than the
(Golgotha),
where
dergoing a reroofing
fact that it is EMPJesus was cruciproject (the first
TY! Inside this 1st
fied, and also conone in 600 years!).
Century A.D. tomb
tains the place
was found an inThere was scaffoldBirth Place of Jesus in the Church of the Nativity where Jesus is said
ing everywhere,
scription, most liketo
have
been
buried.
Both
these
sites
ly from the time of
which obscured the beautiful Greek OrPastor Wenz outside
are under the same church roof! They
thodox Icons and art around the altar arthe crusaders,
the Garden Tomb
were originally separate church sites
which symbolizes
ea. This, however, was not the place of
but were enclosed as one large church
Jesus’ birth. As we all know, Jesus was
all that we as Christians believe: Jein A.D. 630. Since being inside such a
born in a stable. Yet in 1st Century Bethsus—the Alpha and Omega!
large church (which is actually very
During this season of Thanksgiving,
lehem, stables were originally caves with
convoluted since it goes in many
enough room to shelter animals from the
we celebrate our loving God who has
strange directions) doesn’t seem like
shown us the extend of His love in His
elements. Under the church is the very
the place one imagines Jesus’ body
“cave” which was the stable Jesus was
Son, Jesus, who truly is the Beginning
was laid in the tomb, many visitors to
and the End (Rev. 21:13)!
born in. Today there is a small altar over
the very bedrock of the original cave, and Jerusalem also go to the Garden Tomb
Your servant in Christ,
outside the walls of the city. At the
covering the floor is a marble piece with
time of Jesus, the tomb inside the
a gold star with a hole in it. You can put

Pastor Paul Wenz

Oct. 25, 2014

Above, Dolly Hart outdid herself this year as a witch
offering face painting. Audrey Mauro waits for her
turn at right.

Louise Jackson wraps goodies for the cake walk,
while Natalie Shelton looks over registrations. 
.

Cowboy John German hands out candy at Trunk-or-Treat!
Barbara Danbo is not in Kansas
anymore!
Dawn Falkenberg as the cutest monster ran the craft table!

Kedma Wenz gives the treats while her car is
ready for a trick!

Ask Jamie Creacy if he’s celebrating Halloween or
Christmas and he’ll answer, “Yes!”

LMNT—“Little Mutant Ninja
Turtle!”

HEALTH NOTES
by Marla Lichtsinn, RN, MPA, FCN, Parish Nurse
marla.lichtsinn@psd-lcms.org

NOVEMBER 2014

HI, I’M YOUR

SKELETON!
“I am fearfully and wonderfully made!”
Psalm 139: 14

Think back a few days to Halloween… you probably saw vampires, ghosts and skeletons displayed everywhere! Vampires and
ghosts don’t really exist, but skeletons do…

If you’ve ever seen a real skeleton, you may think all bones
are dead – dry, hard, even crumbly. But the bones in the human body are different – very much alive, growing and
changing all the time!
The human baby has more than 300 bones at birth, but by
adulthood, there are 206 bones (some of them have fused together). Almost every bone is made of the same materials: the
outer surface, or periosteum, is a thin membrane that contains
nerves and blood vessels that nourish the bone;
the next layer is compact bone, smooth and very
hard (the part you see when you look at a skeleton); inside the compact bone are many layers
of cancellous bone, which is strong but appears
sponge-like; and, in many bones, the cancellous
bone layer protects the innermost part, the bone
marrow, stuff like thick jelly, wher e our
blood cells are made (yes! Red and white blood
cells are make inside our bones!)
MAJOR FUNCTIONS OF THE SKELETON
▪ support: providing the framework that supports the
body and maintains its shape; the pelvic bones,
ligaments and muscles provide the “floor” for the organs
in our lower abdomen; and, without your rib cage and
the attached intercostal muscles, your lungs would
collapse!
▪ movement: the joints (where bones are attached to one
another by ligaments) allow movement, e.g., the ball
and-socket joints in our hips and shoulders, and the
hinge joints like our elbows and knees; movement is
powered by muscles (attached to bones by tendons); all
motion is coordinated by the nervous system.
▪ protection of vital organs: the skull protects the brain,
eyes, and middle/inner ears; the vertebrae protect the
spinal cord; the rib cage, spine and sternum (“breast
bone”) protect the lungs, heart, and major blood vessels;
the clavicle and scapula protect the shoulder; etc., etc.
▪ blood cell production: in a process known as hematopoiesis, red bone marrow produces red and white blood
cells in the hollow space inside of bones; children have
more red bone marrow for their size than adults, due to
their body’s constant growth and development; some

red bone marrow is replaced by yellow bone marrow at
the end of puberty,
▪ storage: bone matrix is the calcium bank of the body,
releasing calcium into the bloodstream as needed for
healthy nerves and muscles; red bone marrow can
store iron in the form of ferritin, a component of
hemoglobin in red blood cells; yellow bone marrow
stores lipids (fats)
▪ endocrine regulation: bone cells release a hormone
called osteocalcin that helps regulate blood sugar and
fat deposits; osteocalcin increases insulin secretion
and sensitivity, boosting the number of insulin
producing cells, and reducing fat stores.
DISEASES OF THE SKELETON
X-rays, MRIs, bone density tests and arthroscopy are some
of the common diagnostic tools used to detect diseases and
deformities of the skeleton. Bone scans and bone marrow
biopsies are used to diagnose cancer.
Osteoporosis is a disease, par ticular ly pr evalent among
the elderly, resulting in bones losing calcium, becoming
thinner and weaker, sometimes disappearing completely.
Scoliosis is a side-to-side curve of the spine, often creating a
“C” or “S” shape of the spine when seen on an x-ray.
Arthritis is a gr oup of mor e than 100 inflammator y diseases that damage joints and their surrounding structures.
Arthritis can attack joints and joint capsules
throughout the body, most commonly the neck,
shoulders, hands, lower back, hips or knees.
Cancer of the bones may or iginate in the
bones or spread there from another part of the
body.
Leukemia is a cancer of blood cells, but star ts
in the marrow of the bone. Abnormal white
blood cells multiply uncontrollably, affecting the
production of normal white blood cells and red
blood cells.
Bursitis is caused by inflammation of the bur se, the small
fluid-filled sacs that act as lubricating surfaces for muscles
to move over adjacent bones; most commonly affects the
shoulder and hip joints.
Rickets, the r esult of insufficient amounts of vitamin D,
calcium and phosphorus, can result in poor bone development in children.
Fractures of bones ar e common injur ies, and may be due
to a forceful blow ( 10-16 pounds of pressure will break a
bone on average; skulls and femurs [thigh bones] are much
tougher to break…) or related to weakened bones due to other diseases.
CARING FOR YOUR SKELETON
Your bones are working for you every day, so take good
care of them! –
▪ protect them when playing sports – use helmets, elbow
and knee pads, and other protective equipment
▪ milk and other dairy products (low fat cheese and yogurt)
are important in your diet, so you get enough calcium
(and vitamin D) for bone health
▪ stay active! – running, jumping, dancing and other sports.
strengthen your bones and increase density

Leslie Powell
Larry Phipps
Suzanne Johnson Antim
Jasiah Shelton
Tom Horvath
Duane Feinauer
Cassandra Pollock
Noami Dooley
Jennifer Soltero
Hailea Eads
Delilah Dooley
Jeremy Tito
Shirley Valk
Brian Michaud
Diana Klaub

Don & Carolyn Donaldson Nov. 5
Jamie & Missy Creacy Nov. 14
Andy & Suzanne Shaffer Nov. 15
Carlos & Heather Olea Nov. 23
Lonnie & Elaine Mehlberg Nov. 26

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 3
LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT:

11-02
11-05
11-07
11-07
11-08
11-13
11-14
11-17
11-18
11-20
11-21
11-21
11-24
11-25
11-28

Early DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Stephanie Michaud
12-03
Kim Carpenter
12-04
Darla Izzo
12-06
Johnny Taggart
12-07
Willie Winters
12-07
If we missed any birthdays or
anniversaries, please contact the
church secretary. Thanks!

Robert Lamb and Susan Renno by Adult Confirmation;
Rhonda Desparicio by Reaffirmation of Faith
(Sharon Wang was received by transfer in August)
246 Baptized,

202 Confirmed

Oct. 26, 2014
On Sunday, Oct. 26th Faith welcomed four people into our Faith
family during both services. Pictured at right from the left are: Bob
Lamb, Susan Renno, Rhonda Desparicio, and Sharon Wang. Bob and
Susan went through the adult confirmation class with Pastor Wenz,
while Rhonda is a familiar face for many at Faith. She had been a member for many years and after a time away, wanted to reaffirm her faith
and commitment to the Lord and His Church in the service on Sunday.
In that spirit, Rhonda volunteered to take the Administration position on
the Board of Directors and was voted in also on Sunday, Oct. 26th at
the quarterly Voters’ Assembly Meeting after the second service. Sharon Wang comes to us by transfer from Redeemer Lutheran in Ontario
and was received officially by the elders last August. She moved to
Riverside recently and also teaches at Concordia University in Irvine!

Faith’s Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
Sunday, November 23rd at 4:00 P.M.
Sign-Up in the Lamb’s Court between services
With your number of guests and items to bring!
Please contact Katherine Cross by November 21st
(951) 237-0787

November

3

Mon

2
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study
7:30 pm Choir Practice

Sun

8:00 am- Trad. Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY

10
5:30 pm Elder’s
Meeting
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study
7:30 pm Choir Practice
17

9

16
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study
7:30 pm Choir Practice

8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship

24
6 pm Women’s Bible
Study
7:30 pm Choir Practice

23

30

8:00 am- Trad. Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
THANKSGIVING
DINNER 4:00 PM
8:00 am- Traditional
Worship
9:15 am- Sunday School &
Bible Study
10:30 am-Contemporary
Worship
1st SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Tue

4

11
Office Closed

Veteran’s Day
18

25

Wed

5
Food Distribution
10:15 am

12

19
Food Distribution
10:15 am
Board of Director’s
Meeting 6 pm
26

7 pm Thanksgiving
Eve Worship Service

Thu

6
10 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

13
10 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

20
10 am Whispering
Fountains Bible Study

27
Office Closed
Thanksgiving Day

Fri

7

14

21

28

1

Sat

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

9am-12pm Deacon’s

Class on Church History

Altar Guild @ 9am

8

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

9am-12pm Deacon’s

Class on Church History

3 pm Winter Jam

15

Concert in Long Beach

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

9am-12pm Deacon’s

Class on Church History

22

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am
9 am LWML Fall Rally
in Murrieta

Acquire the Fire Youth Event

29

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study @ 7:30am

9am-12pm Deacon’s

Class on Church History

2014

COME BE A PART OF GOD’S GREAT GIFT!
As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus
“to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death
and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness, eternal life and the status of holy children of God.
Please join all the members of Faith on Sundays:

Faith Thanksgiving Dinner
Sun., November 23rd
@Church
4:00 PM
Thanksgiving
Dinner, Nov. 23, 4 PM

8:00 A.M.

Traditional Worship Service

9:20 A.M.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Opportunities for all ages (preschool to adult)
to be planted, nurtured, and grown in faith through God’s Word.

10:30 A.M.

Contemporary Praise Service
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