
 

 

Faith Newsletter 
S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 4  V O L U M E  4 9 ,  I S S U E  9  

 

How does God  

òBring His  

Children home?ó 

Through YOU!  

When YOU invite 

them to hear  

the Word of God 

with YOU!  

 

Invite  

a family member, 

neighbor,  

Co-worker, fellow  

student, or friend  

to join YOU on 

Sunday  

in attending.  

 

Worship  

Services:  

8:00 A.M.  

Traditional  

10:30 A.M.  

Contemporary  

 

Sunday School  

available Pre -K to 

High School  

at 9:20 A.M.  

Adult Bible Study 

Classes  

at 9:20 A.M.  

ones perched on top 
of our Christmas 
trees.  

As a kid you 
probably started the 
ritual sometime in 
early Novemberñ
that is, started your 
annual Christmas list
-making. By Thanks-
giving its length would have already ex-
panded to three times the allowed 
amount and you would then have had to 

painstakingly 
whittle it back 
down to a more 
appropriate 
length.  
     The Christmas 
list let you 
dream, for it held 
out the promise 
that anything was 
possible. My dad 
worked for Sear 
and he would give 

us kids a Sears Christmas catalog to pe-
ruse through and circle items we wanted. 
We held out hope that we would get eve-
rything on our list until the last shred of 
paper had been torn away from the last 
box under the tree. We eventually 
learned that not all those Christmas wish-
es could be fulfilled. The shining presents 
under the shimmering tree eventually be-
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ñChristmas in Septemberò 
How early is too early to make a 

Christmas list? For the people of God, 
the whole Old Testament was a 
Christmas list 1500 years in the mak-
ing!  

While it may be too early to be 
making your Christmas list (it isnõt 
even Labor Day yet!), here at Faith, we 
are about to celebrate Christmas in 
September! As we continue in The Sto-
ry, we will be starting with chapter 22 
in the New Testament and the birth of 
Jesus. We have 
been learning 
that Godõs up-
per story plan 
of salvation 
breaks into our 
lower story lives 
in the narratives 
of Scripture. 
But it also 
breaks into our 
everyday lives 
even now. 

That is seen in the significance of 
Christmas. It is not a cheap thrill for 
our lives, nor a cheap fix for our prob-
lems. The meaning of Christmas for 
Christians is found in the Call to take 
up crosses and follow in the footsteps 
of Christ. While there is nothing wrong 
with Christmas as a star-studded cele-
bration, for Christians, stars without 
crosses are as flimsy and fake as the 

FROM OUR PASTORôS DESKé 
Pastor Paul Wenz 
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came the Christmas morning reality of a few treasured 
items along with a lot of unwanted stuff. Ultimately, 
things could never quite measure up to our expecta-
tions.  
Humanityõs Christmas wish-list is found throughout 

the Old Testament. Over the past 6 months at Faith as 
we have read through The Story, we have heard the 
voices of prophets and kings and common folk cry out 
to God for divine gifts that will bring fulfillment. Abra-
ham calls out for offspring and for a homeland. The 
Hebrew slaves of Egypt call out for deliverance and 
freedom. The nation of Israel calls out for 
protection. The conquered Israelites call out 
for a second chance. The diaspora Jews af-
ter the Exile call out for Godõs love and for-
giveness. Every one of them called out for 
life ñfruitful, peaceful, meaningful life.  

As remarkably bold and extravagant as 
this wish-list is, we find in Christõs birth 
that the promises and possibilities were ful-
filled!  Human desires and a divine pledge 
came together in Bethlehem under the star. 
The Christmas story is about Godõs kept 
promise to humanity ña promise of for-
giveness, deliverance, love, steadfastnessñ 
a promise of life itself!  

But the kept promise of Christmas morn-
ing is not yet a fulfilled promise. The Christ-
mas star, bright and beautiful and shining 
down on the tiny, innocent baby Jesus is not 
the completion of Godõs workñit is only the beginning . 
Indeed the hard part is yet to come. When we sign a 
òpromissory noteó in any business arrangement, we 
thereby promise to abide by the terms of whatever we 
are signing. In return, we get to begin enjoying some 
addition to our lives, for some a new home or car or 
property. But signing that first note is easy compared 
to signing the month -by-month checks that go into ful-
filling those agreed -upon terms. That is when we begin 
to feel the breath of the threat that accompanies a 
promissory noteõs commitment. 
Isaiahõs glorious words in chapter 35 is just one of 

Israelõs Christmas lists. It remind us of the promise 
God has made, of the beauty and wonders that are 
possible when God fulfills our greatest desires of heal-
ing us from sin, diseases and death. Then in James 5:7
-10, we are reminded that the promise we celebrate 
as incarnate on Christmas morning is not just the story 
of the star, but is also the story of the cross . For 
Godõs work of redemption for creationñfulfilling the 
wish-list of the Old Testament ñis told in the New Tes-

tament, and it culminates in the crucifixion. Godõs 
promissory note doesnõt have threats, it has nails.  

Jesus had to die to pay for our Christmas pre-
sents. And after Jesusõ resurrection and ascension, 
we realize with the disciples, that the wish -list is only 
half fulfilled ñthe best is yet to come! So James coun-
sels patience and long-suffering in the face of Jesusõ 
delayed return. He reminds us of the example of all 
the prophets and martyrs for the faith who have 
themselves suffered for the sake of Christ. His words 
reveal that the cost of fulfilling the greatest item on 

our wish-list is beyond price ñthe life of 
Godõs own Son (John 3:16!).  
The promise of Christmas is not just gentle -
Jesus-meek-and-mild , it is also the pres-
ence of future suffering and the cross. It is 
a the image of the cross superimposed upon 
the Star of Bethlehem, shimmering with life 
all the more brightly because the darkness 
of death outlines it so starkly.  
It is important that the church not lose 
sight of the cross before the dazzle of the 
star. The cheap, plastic shimmer given to 
Christmas by secular culture is partially due 
to the lack of contrast and depth in a bright
-light holiday with no shadow side. But as 
we know, there is no life without death, no 
heaven for us if Jesus didnõt experience 
hell. Toning down the Christmas dazzle is 
part of our role as the church, but how to 

accomplish this without seeming to be a òbah-
humbugó Scrooge is a challenge.  

We do so by pointing to the cost of salvation just 
as we are pointing to the gift of salvation. We point 
to the reality of a struggling, fragile world that still 
needs the fulfillment of the Christmas starõs promise. 
Every year we celebrate Christmas and we celebrate 
Easter, because every year the world needs to delight 
in the star of Christõs birth and every year the world 
needs to again receive the gift of life made possible 
by Christõs death. When you look at those star-lit 
Christmas nativity sets that will soon enough be ap-
pearing around us, remember that the only place Je-
sus finally found room was on the cross. The world 
shut Jesus out at birth, and the world ultimately hung 
the  Christmas star on a cross. But together the star 
and the cross fulfilled the promise of life eternal. You 
are part of that Story too!  

Your servant in Christ,  

Pastor Paul Wenz 

NEXT ELDERôS MEETING ON: 

Sept. 8th @ 6 PM 

NEXT B.O.D. MEETING ON:  

Sept. 17th @ 6 PM 



 

 

Mini -Series #5              Jesus Brings Us Into 

           the Story  

 

 

 
 

 
 

Join The Story at Faith this Year!  

The Story is a 31 week chronological reading through the narratives of Scripture. Join us 

each week at Faith to learn about Godôs plan of salvation leading up to and fulfilled in 

Christ our Savior! You can follow along with weekly readings in The Story book or read 

from your own Bible following the schedule below. Then dig deeper each week by join-

ing one of Faithôs ñThe Storyò studies or get a workbook and study on your own. 
 

The Story Reading Schedule  
 

Mini -/îûòîü J; t&îüþü Ćûò÷ðü þü ò÷ýø ýñî /ýøûĂIr 

Week Book Chapter & Topic Bible Chapters to Read   

Sept. 7 22ðThe Birth of the King John 1:1-18; Luke 1:26-55; Matt 1:19-24; 
  Luke 2; Matt 2:1-23; Luke 2:41-52 
Sept.  14 BreakðPastor in Israel 
Sept.  21 23ðJesusô Ministry begins Matt. 3-4; John 1:19ð2:11; 3:1-18; 4:4-43; 
  Mark 1:21-3:19; Matt 4:23-25; Luke 8:1-3; 
  Matt 11:2-14 
Sept.  28 24ðNo Ordinary Man Mark 4; Luke 15; 10:25-37; Matt 5-7; Mark 
  4:35-6:44; Matt 9:27-34; 14:22-36; John 6 
Oct.     5 25ðJesus. The Son of God Mark 8:27-38; 9; Mt 17:1-8; Luke 9:30-31; 
  John 7-9; 11; Mark 10:13-11:10; 12:35-37; 
  14:1-2; Mt 21:10-17; John 12; Luke 22;3-6 
Oct.   12 26ðThe Hour of Darkness Mark 14:12-17; John 13; Matt 26-27; John 
  14; 16-17; Luke 22-23; Mark 15; John19:30 
Oct.   19 27ðThe Resurrection John 19:31-20:31; Matt 27:62-66; Mark 16; 
  Matt 28 

Christmas in September! 

(The StoryðChapter 22) 

The knock came at the door of the inn.  

It was late. We can imagine the innkeeper 

had been burning both ends of the candle.  

The census crowd had packed Bethlehem 

and he had finally locked the doors for the 

night. 

Until the knock. He shuffled his feet 

through the dark and made his way to the 

door. Opening it with the slightest of 

cracks he peered out to see a young cou-

ple. Looking more closely he saw a young 

woman who was about to give birth to a 

child. Rooms were full. It was late.  And 

they didnôt look very special. He had to 

decide whether he would find room for 

them or not. 

And you will too! As we begin Chap-

ter 22 of The Story this September at 

Faith, we read Johnôs rendition of the birth 

of Christ in a few short words: ñThe Word  

[logos] became flesh and made his dwell-

ing among usò (John 1:14). Greek hearers 

understood the word ñlogosò as the repre-

sentation of God. The essence of God was 

found in His Word.   

Hebrew readers perked up to Johnôs 

message too. John writes: ñIn the begin-

ning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.ò  He book ends the 

first sentence of his book with the phrase 

ñin the beginning,ò the first words of the 

Torah, or Genesis.  

John writes about beginnings. John 

writes about Godôs very representation 

dwelling among us. He writes to tell us we 

have the same decision to make as the inn-

keeper. Will we find a place for Jesus in 

our lives or will we send him away? 

Some send Him away because He 

looks too plainðnothing special about the 

baby Jesus. Donôt make that mistake.  He 

comes to common places like your home 

and your heart. Some send Him away be-

cause life is crowded.  Many demands and 

many deadlines. And youôre not sure if 

you have room for Him.  But He only 

comes to give you what He has already 

done.  He desires to give you forgiveness. 

Others send Him away because they 

think itôs too late. Theyôve already done 

too much that canôt be forgiven.  Theyôve 

already gone too far away. But itôs never 

too late.  Not with the one who comes and 

makes His dwelling among us.  You need 

only to open the door. 

JUNIOR CONFIRMATION CLASS 
For Youth in 7thð8th Grade  

(or any youth who have not yet been confirmed)  

from 11:45 am to 1 pm 

Start Date Sept. 7, 2014 

Sept. 28, 2014 at 4:00 PM  

 

When: Sunday September 
28, 2014, 4:00 pm  
 

Chili entries welcome with 
no entry fee!!  
Sign up by filling out below 
or contact the church of-
fice.  
 
Name: ________________  
 
Phone: _______________  
 
Please submit entries to office 
by 3:00 pm, Sept. 26th  

Annual Chili Cook Off Entry Form 



 

 

By Naomi Dooley  

Dear Family & Friends at Faith,  

Thank you again for all the sup-

port and prayers. It was because of 

you that I was able to raise enough 

money to go on this People to Peo-

ple Student Ambassador trip to Chi-

na in July. It was an amazing experi-

ence that I will never forget.  

Although this trip was extremely 

fun, it definitely was also work.  There 

were many assignments I had to 

complete prior to the trip. I had to 

submit three essays (one about an 

international issue, a local issue, and 

about my expectations of this trip); 

a worksheet about my local govern-

ment; and I had to keep a daily jour-

nal during the trip.  

As you already know, I had the spaghetti dinner  

and bake sale fundraisers at church, as well as two 

garage sales in my neighborhood, and collecting bot-

tles and cans in order to supplement the donations. 

Even though these fundraisers were a lot of work, I felt 

that they were necessary to help me grow and make 

me more mature and responsible.  

 Of course there were many challenges along 

the way, such as my luggage òdecidingó not to come 

on the same flight to China as me, squatty potties, no 

toilet paper or soap in restrooms, people wanting to 

take pictures of me and feel my hair, and climbing 

the Great Wall of China on a sprained ankle.  

 Despite the many obstacles I faced, there 

were so many more once -in-a -lifetime experiences 

that I had, which I will never forget. Here are a few of 

them:  

¶ Visiting Tiananmen Square, the 

largest square in the world.  

¶ Exploring the Forbidden City  

¶ Eating Peking duck and duck 

feet at a traditional Peking duck 

banquet.  

¶ See the amazing view from the 

top of the Juyongguan section of 

the Great Wall of China.  

¶ Learning kung fu at the local 

martial arts school.  

¶ Visiting the extravagant Sum-

mer Palace, of the Jin Dynasty.  

¶ Meeting the emperor and em-

press of Xiõan in an amazing wel-

coming ceremony that was also 

given to President Bill Clinton.  

¶ Meeting Farmer Young who was one of the 

men who discovered the Terracotta Warriors.  

¶ Flying Kites in Panmen.  

¶ Learning calligraphy in the Yipu Garden.  

¶ Hiking through the Xixi Wetlands  

¶ Last but definitely no least, making a bunch of 

new friends that I wouldnõt have met anywhere 

else, and dealing with the complications and 

responsibilities of traveling by myself.  

Finally, thank you again for helping me experi-

ence all these wonderful things. Itõs because of your 

kindness and generosity that I was able to see and 

learn about all the wonders of China.  

Sincerely,      Naomi Dooley 

August 9, 2014 

Pictured above from left: Teoni Galusha, Melia, Tommy Ga-

lusha, Jesse (& Kiana in back) Campuzano & Emily Wenz. 


