How does God
0Bring
Children
Through YOU!
When YOU invite
them to hear
the Word of God
with YOU!

Invite
a family member,
neighbor,

Co-worker, fellow
student, or friend

to join YOU on
Sunday

in attending.

Worship
Services:
8:00 A.M.
Traditional
10:30 A.M.
Contemporary

Sunday School
available Pre -K to
High School
at9:20 AM.
Adult Bible Study
Classes
at9:20 AM.
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How early is too early to make a
Christmas list? For the people of God,
the whole Old Testament was a
Christmas list 1500 years in the mak-
ing!

While it may be too early to be
making your
even Labor Day yet!), here at Faith, we
are about to celebrate Christmas in
September! As we continue in The Sto-
ry, we will be starting with chapter 22
in the New Testament and the birth of
Jesus. We have
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of our Christmas
trees.

As a kid you
probably started the
ritual sometime in
early Novemberfi

annual Christmas list
-making. By Thanks-
giving its length would have already ex-
panded to three times the allowed
amount and you would then have had to
painstakingly

been learning r. whittle it back
that God down to a more
per story plan O appropriate

of salvation length.

breaks into our The Christmas
lower story lives list let you

in the narratives
of Scripture.
But it also
breaks into our
everyday lives
even now.

That is seen in the significance of
Christmas. It is not a cheap thrill for
our lives, nor a cheap fix for our prob-
lems. The meaning of Christmas for
Christians is found in the Call to take
up crosses and follow in the footsteps
of Christ. While there is nothing wrong
with Christmas as a star-studded cele-
bration, for Christians, stars without
crosses are as flimsy and fake as the
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dream, for it held
out the promise
that anything was
possible. My dad
worked for Sear
and he would give
us kids a Sears Christmas catalog to pe-
ruse through and circle items we wanted.
We held out hope that we would get eve-
rything on our list until the last shred of
paper had been torn away from the last
box under the tree. We eventually

learned that not all those Christmas wish-
es could be fulfilled. The shining presents
under the shimmering tree eventually be-
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came the Christmas morning reality of a few treasured
items along with a lot of unwanted stuff. Ultimately,
things could never quite measure up to our expecta-
tions.

Humani t yds CHistis feundritreughout s h
the Old Testament. Over the past 6 months at Faith as
we have read through The Story, we have heard the
voices of prophets and kings and common folk cry out
to God for divine gifts that will bring fulfillment. Abra-
ham calls out for offspring and for a homeland. The
Hebrew slaves of Egypt call out for deliverance and
freedom. The nation of Israel calls out for
protection. The conquered Israelites call out
for a second chance. The diaspora Jews af-
ter the Exile call ot
giveness. Every one of them called out for
life A fruitful, peaceful, meaningful life.

As remarkably bold and extravagant as
this wish-l | st i s, we find
that the promises and possibilities were ful-
filed! Human desires and a divine pledge
came together in Bethlehem under the star.
The Christmas story i
promise to humanity fi a promise of for-
giveness, deliverance, love, steadfastnessii
a promise of life itself!

But the kept promise of Christmas morn-
ing is not yet a fulfilled promise. The Christ-
mas star, bright and beautiful and shining
down on the tiny, innocent baby Jesus is not
t he
Indeed the hard part is yet to come. When we sign a
Opromi ssory noted6 in any
thereby promise to abide by the terms of whatever we
are signing. In return, we get to begin enjoying some
addition to our lives, for some a new home or car or
property. But signing that first note is easy compared
to signing the month -by-month checks that go into ful-
filling those agreed -upon terms. That is when we begin
to feel the breath of the threat that accompanies a

compl et i onmitie bnly@e likgimingvor kaccompl i sh

tament, and it cul minates i

promi ssory note doesndt hay
Jesus had to die to pay for our Christmas pre-

sents. And after Jesusd re:

we realize with the disciples, that the wish -list is only

half fulfilled fithe bestis yetto come! So James coun-

sels patienceandlong-s uf f eri ng in the

delayed return. He reminds us of the example of all

the prophets and martyrs for the faith who have

themselves suffered for the sake of Christ. His words

reveal that the cost of fulfilling the greatest item on

our wish-list is beyond price fi the life of

Goddés own Son (John 3:

The promise of Christmas is not just gentle -

Jesusmeek-aadrmdd , it i®alse the pres-

ence of future suffering and the cross. It is

a the image of the cross superimposed upon

the Star of Bethlehem, shimmering with life

;all tha motte brightly because the darkness

of death outlines it so starkly.

It is important that the church not lose

sight of the cross before the dazzle of the

stas. THe eheap, plastic shimmer given to

Christmas by secular culture is partially due

to the lack of contrast and depth in a bright

-light holiday with no shadow side. But as

we know, there is no life without death, no

heaven for us i f Jesus

hell. Toning down the Christmas dazzle is

part of our role as the church, but how to

this without se:¢

humbugdé Scrooge is a challl e

b usi Wedoso by pointengitgtbermeshof salvatioe just

as we are pointing to the gift of salvation. We point

to the reality of a struggling, fragile world that still
needs the fulfill ment of tI
Every year we celebrate Christmas and we celebrate
Easter, because every year the world needs to delight

in the star of Christds biri
needs to again receive the gift of life made possible

promi ssory noteds commitmentby Christdés death. Wh-tnh vy o!
| saiahds glorious wor ds i nChasimagpnatigity se that wiksognermughbeape o f
|l srael 6s Christmas | ists. | tpearing ardunddus, tesember that theconlypptaceda- s e

God has made, of the beauty and wonders that are
possible when God fulfills our greatest desires of heal-
ing us from sin, diseases and death. Then in James 5:7
-10, we are reminded that the promise we celebrate

as incarnate on Christmas morning is not just the story

of the star, but is also the story of the cross . For
Godds wor k of r eddifmlflingtoen f
wish-list of the Old Testament fiis told in the New Tes-

or

sus finally found room was on the cross. The world
shut Jesus out at birth, and the world ultimately hung
the Christmas star on a cross. But together the star
and the cross fulfilled the promise of life eternal. You
are part of that Story too!

Your servant in Christ,
creati on

Pastor Paul Wenz
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By Naomi Dooley

o ﬂ Visiting Tiananmen Square, the
N | largest square in the world.

¥ 9 Exploring the Forbidden City

' | Eating Peking duck and duck

3 feet at a traditional Peking duck

= banquet.

i See the amazing view from the

top of the Juyongguan section of

the Great Wall of China.

- 1 Learning kung fu at the local

"~ martial arts school.

i Visiting the extravagant Sum-

mer Palace, of the Jin Dynasty.

1 Meeting the emperor and em-

press of Xidan in a

coming ceremony that was also

given to President Bill Clinton.

Meeting Farmer Young who was one of the

Dear Family & Friends at Faith,

Thank you again for all the sup-
port and prayers. It was because of
you that | was able to raise enough
money to go on this People to Peo-
ple Student Ambassador trip to Chi-
na in July. It was an amazing experi-
ence that | will never forget.

Although this trip was extremely
fun, it definitely was also work. There
were many assignments | had to
complete prior to the trip. | had to
submit three essays (one about an
international issue, a local issue, and
about my expectations of this trip);

a worksheet about my local govern-
ment; and | had to keep a daily jour-
nal during the trip.

As you already know, | had the spaghetti dinner
and bake sale fundraisers at church, as well as two Il
garage sales in my neighborhood, and collecting bot- men who discovered the Terracotta Warriors.
tles and cans in order to supplement the donations. Flying Kites in Panmen.

Even though these fundraisers were a lot of work, | felt Learning calligraphy in the Yipu Garden.
that they were necessary to hglp me grow and make Hiking through the Xixi Wetlands
me more mature and responsible. e )
Of course there were many challenges along 9 Last but definitely no least, making a bunch of
the way, such as my luggage odete@Wifnrgioe mbs tthhatc olmewoul dni¢

= =4 =4

on the same flight to China as me, squatty potties, no else, and dealing with the complications and

toilet paper or soap in restrooms, people wanting to responsibilities of traveling by myself.

take pictures of me and feel my hair, and climbing Finally, thank you again for helping me experi-

the Great Wall of China on a sprained ankle. ence all these wonderful t hi

Despite the many obstacles | faced, there
were so many more once -in-a-lifetime experiences
that | had, which | will never forget. Here are a few of

kindness and generosity that | was able to see and
learn about all the wonders of China.

them: Sincerely, ~Naomi Dooley

summer Youth Bowling!
August , 2014

Pictured above from left: Teoni Galusha, Melia, Tommy Ga-

lusha, Jesse (& Kiana in back) Campuzano & Emily Wenz.



